
 January 2023

Dear Praying Friends,

Even with the end of the pandemic and lockdowns, these remain uncertain times for 
many.  Estonia experienced a record-low number of births in 2022 (less than 12,000).  
This low birth rate reveals the hesitancy of many to start a family until life becomes a 
bit more stable.  The war in Ukraine grinds on and on as over 30,000 Ukrainians fled 
to Estonia last year.  What effect will these migrants have on the economy and the state 
social system?  Is there enough work for everyone?  The people of Estonia need a hope 
that transcends the uncertainties of life on earth.

Christmas: Angela and Rebeka wrote and designed a special Christmas Gospel tract 
that speaks of the unchanging Gospel and the eternal Savior.  RoseLynn led the efforts 
to bake cookies for our neighbors and share the tracts that way.  One neighbor invited 
RoseLynn, Abigail and me inside for tea and cake!  As we sat with their family at the 
table, they showed no hesitation in asking us exactly what kind of believers we are 
and what we believe.  What an opportunity!  They seemed glad to hear that we weren’t 
Jehovah’s Witnesses.

Bible Club: After taking a break for the holidays our Sunday Bible Club picked right 
back up on January 8 with our core group of six children.  We are now studying the 
life of Christ leading up to the Easter season.  Sometimes it is a challenge to keep all 
the boys focused on the Bible story, but they all eventually get drawn into the drama of 
Jesus’ amazing words and works while He lived on this earth.  Pray with us that we can 
see more children and new visitors come to Bible Club!

Upcoming Outreach: We are planning an outreach event towards the end of February.  
This will be a one-day event designed for unbelievers who are willing to come and 
hear what our faith is all about.  I have been stressing to our people that for anyone to 
actually come to such an event, each of us has to invite someone and bring them that 
day.  I still plan to advertise on Facebook and get the word out as much as I can, but 
experience tells me that the people who come will be those we already know and have 
personally invited.  Again, we ask for prayer that God would bless this outreach event.  
We so long to see people come to Christ and join our church!

As uncertainty abounds, we want to lead people to the Solid Rock.  What greater hope 
can be found than to know that whatever happens tomorrow, God will still be God, 
Jesus will never forsake us, and we have a home in heaven.  Thank you to all who have 
continued to faithfully give to worldwide missions!

Yours for Estonia,

Rob & Angela Willoughby
RoseLynn, Ryland, Abigail, and Andrew

Next Furlough: 2024


