
I first met Irena when she began coming to the English 
classes I teach in the city of Jõhvi, Estonia, not far from the 
Russian border. She came to the second day of class and has been 
diligently studying English ever since! At each class time, I visit 

with the students and try to get to know them and establish 
relationships. Though at the time we were not yet able to 

hold weekly church services, we made arrangements to 
have a special service on Resurrection Sunday in April 
2010. The Lord blessed with 10 people in attendance. 
Each person that came was either one of my English 
students or a family member of one of the students. It 
was at this service that Irena met my wife and children. 

We continued to build a relationship with her as a family 
while we looked for opportunities to share the Gospel. 
During this time I received a copy of the book Done 
by Cary Schmidt that had been translated into Russian. 
When I asked Irena to proofread it, she readily agreed. 
In a matter of days, she had read it from cover to cover 
and showed me an entire page of notes she had written. 
The simple truths of this book seemed to be making an 
impact on her.

As the summer months approached and 
the English classes ended, I asked Irena if she 
would like to have a weekly Bible study. She 
quickly responded with a “yes,” and we set a 
day and time. We studied the book Done in 
detail. It was important for her to understand 
that salvation is by grace, not by works. The 
sad truth is many people, including those from 
an Orthodox background like Irena, believe 
salvation is the same as religion. They think 
you have to do something to get salvation: 
light candles, be baptized, give money, etc. 
Jesus already did everything—it’s DONE! As 
we studied throughout the summer, I became 
excited because I could tell the Holy Spirit was 
working in Irena’s heart. On August 4, 2010, 
Irena prayed and accepted God’s free gift of 
salvation. What a privilege it is that God would 
use me to share the Gospel with others!

In September 2010 we began holding 
weekly Sunday services. Irena attends almost 
every week. With each hymn we sing and 
every message that is preached, I pray that 
Irena’s Christian walk will be strengthened. 
I look forward to seeing her grow spiritually, 
and most of all I look forward to what the Lord 
has planned for her when she yields herself 
completely to Him. 
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