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The mention of names like Mohican, Apache, Navajo, Seminole and Cherokee immediately 
cause us to think about Indians with their colorful dress, knowledge of wildlife and expert 
survival skills. But do we ever stop to consider that they too are souls for whom Christ died? 
The early colonists stated in writing their responsibility to spread “the Christian religion” 
among the native population of the New World. One of the first missionaries to Native 
Americans was a young man by the name of David Brainerd. His life among the Indians was 
one of hardship and suffering, but his desire for their salvation drove him to give his all. Life 
in the American wilderness among the Indians evidently broke his health and at the young 
age of twenty-nine he died.

Despite the fact that mission work among the American Indians has been going on for 
hundreds of years, they are still a neglected part of the population. Maybe the problem 
is we have been indoctrinated by Hollywood to the idea that cowboys are the good guys 
and Indians are the bad guys, or maybe we have never had any contact with Indians so are 
ignorant of their existence, or maybe we have heard how difficult it is to evangelize Indians. 
Whatever the reason, they are souls for whom Christ died and the missions outreach of the 
local church needs to include the American Indian.

At the present time BIMI has three couples working among Native Americans. These three 
couples have devoted over seventy-five years of ministry to Indians. 

Kevin and Pam Barthel are working in Globe, Arizona. Their church, the Gilson Wash Baptist 
Church, is located on the San Carlos Indian Reservation, that is home to about nine thousand 
Apache Indians. The San Carlos Reservation is the tenth largest Indian reservation in the 
United States.
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Kevin Barthel baptizes 
in Globe, Arizona.

Stephen and Teresa Fox are located in Mesa, Arizona, next to the Salt River Pima-Maricopa 
Indian Community. The Salt River Pima-Maricopa Indian Community is a sovereign tribal 
area located in the metropolitan Phoenix area and bounded by the cities of Scottsdale, Tempe, 
Mesa and Fountain Hills. The Community encompasses some 52,600 acres. The Foxes are 
working with a variety of Indians from several different tribes, including Creek, Apache, 
Navajo and Hopi. 

Wayne and Barbara Voss began their ministry to Native Americans in 1979, first in Canada 
with the Ojibway Indians and later in the United States with the Blackfeet Indians. Today they 
live in Great Falls, Montana, where Wayne is the missionary pastor of the Calvary Baptist 
Indian Church in Great Falls. The people who attend the Calvary Baptist Indian Church do 
not come from just one Indian nation but several—Blackfeet, Chippewa, Chippewa-Cree, 
Assiniboine, Cheyenne, etc. 

Today, most Native Americans are fluent in English so it is not necessary for the missionary to 
learn an Indian dialect. However, that does not mean the missionary can easily begin working 
with Native Americans. Due to treaties that were made and broken by “the white man” as 
well as other past injustices, most Indians are not trusting of “the white man.” It requires 
time, years to be exact, to earn trust and acceptance. Anyone planning to work with Native 
Americans should have a long-term commitment. 

The methods a missionary will use to reach Native Americans will be determined by where 
the Indians live. If the Indians live in an American town or city then the missionary can just 
knock on their door. However, if the Indians live on a reservation, permission for entry must 
be obtained from the local tribal council. Indian reservations are sovereign tribal lands.

Working with Native Americans will mean dealing with their problems. Just like in other 
American communities the problems of alcohol and drugs are present in the Indian 

BIMI WORLD – Number 2, 2011



Stephen and Teresa Fox 

community. There are also cultural differences that will have to be learned. While the white man’s 
goal is to accumulate wealth, Indians just work to survive. From infancy Indians are taught that 
they must appease the spirits. Families are usually matriarchal. Also, Indian families are large 
(uncles, aunts, cousins, etc.) so there are 
many different people that influence the 
individual. Offending one member of a 
family can result in offending many.

The chronological method of teaching the 
Bible has proven to be an effective way to 
present the Gospel to the Indians. Rather 
than beginning in the New Testament, 
Bible lessons begin with God’s creation 
of the universe and progress through the 
Old Testament and then into the New 
Testament. Native American religions are 
polytheistic so the truth of one God, the 
Creator of heaven and earth, is important. 

Despite the difficulties of working with 
Native Americans there are also great 
rewards. One young man in the Southwest 
came to know Christ Jesus as his Lord and Savior as a child. 
For many years he was faithful in church. However, as a 

teenager he was seduced by 
the temptations of the world and became involved with drugs 
and alcohol and was living with his girlfriend. Although out 
of church and away from the Lord, God did not cast him off. 
A Christian man at his place of work began to talk with him 
about his spiritual life. Having reached the bottom, he sought 
God’s forgiveness and began to faithfully attend church again. 
His girlfriend, after seeing the change in his life, opened her 
heart to the Gospel and today they are married, faithful in 
church and growing in the Lord.

There is a tremendous need for more missionaries to work 
among Native Americans. Established missionaries also need 
help. Maybe you or someone you know has seriously thought 
about doing mission work among Native Americans. The 
advice of veteran missionaries is as follows:

1)  Be sure that working with Native Americans is God’s will 
for your life. 

2)  Be prepared for long-term commitment because it will 
take years just to be accepted.

3)  Understand that it will be a different type of ministry 
requiring patience and time.

4)  Begin by working with a missionary who has experience 
and success in Indian ministry.

5)  Go for God’s glory and not for self glory.


