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Fiji

What began with a providential meeting with the Prime Minister of 
Fiji in July 2011 came to fruition during the summer of 2013. Through 
continued correspondence with BIMI Southeast Asia Assistant Director 
Alan Brooks, Prime Minister Bainimarama issued an official request for 
BIMI to distribute Bibles to every secondary and primary school student in 
Fiji. Promotions for the project began in June 2012. In the ensuing twelve 
months more than $500,000 poured in to meet this challenge. The first 
Bibles were distributed in a Methodist secondary school on June 6, 2013. 
By August 13, after a whirlwind of activity, more than 75,000 Bibles had 
been distributed in almost every secondary school in Fiji. What follows 
are testimonies of the goodness of God in overseeing the entire process. 

Alan Brooks, Robert Meyer (BIMI Southeast Asia Director) and others 
spent several weeks prior to the first distribution crisscrossing the islands, 

meeting with government officials, principals, missionaries and pastors, 
securing the proper paperwork and scheduling the various school 
assemblies. Bibles were moved from the shipping containers to strategic 
locations near each school. 

The process of distributing 75,000 Bibles to more than 150 different schools 
scattered around three main islands required careful coordination. In 
most cases the distribution group consisted of Brother Brooks plus a local 
representative (pastor or missionary) and sometimes volunteers from 
the States. At some point each Bible had to be prepared. This involved 
taking them out of the boxes, removing the shrink-wrap and stamping 
the name of an area church in the front.  Arriving at the school at the 
prearranged time, Brother Brooks would meet with the principal, share a 
Bible with him and explain the process. The principal would then call for 
the assembly of students and introduce the group. Brother Brooks would 
greet the students with the traditional Fijian “Bula.” The students would 
reply with a loud “Bula” in return. 

A funny story about how the Prime Minister and Brother Brooks met 
was used to entertain the students and get them comfortable, laughing 
and prepared to hear the Gospel. The good news of Christ was presented 
clearly in several different ways at each assembly. A personal testimony 
of salvation was given, and the plan of salvation in the front of each 
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Bible was pointed out. If the group included special visitors from the 
States and Canada, they would sing or give testimonies before the local 
representative was introduced. The local representative would share why 
the Bible was precious to him.

By the time the group was ready to hand out the Bibles, the young people 
had heard the Gospel two times. Sometimes the students would come 
forward to receive the Bibles. At other times the group took the Bibles to 
them. Emphasis was again placed on the plan of salvation in the first three 
pages of the Bible and the students were encouraged to read them first.

Some of the headmasters were very strong in telling their students, 
“Young people, they have given you the best gift in the world.” Some of 
the principals would say, “This is a Holy Book and you need to read it. 
Open your mind and see what God has for you.” If things went well, a 
tea with the headmaster would follow the distribution. There were many 
opportunities to clearly present and defend the Gospel in these situations. 

A project of this magnitude is not without obstacles. Heat, hidden 

expenses, lack of electricity, political red tape, poor roads, spiritual 
resistance and weather were just a few of the challenges that had to 
be met. Upon arriving in Fiji on May 14, one of the first things to be 
addressed was the assessment of a VAT (value added tax) on the shipping 
containers. This added almost $28,000 to the cost of each shipment. 

Not all headmasters were pleased to see the delegations come with Bibles. 
Some strongly resisted any effort to get into their schools. The words of 
Paul to the Thessalonians we would have come unto you… but Satan 
hindered us (1 Thessalonians 2:18) were appropriate in many cases.

On one occasion rain began to fall just as the assembly was beginning. 
The headmaster who was reluctant in the first place wanted to quickly end 
the program before the Bibles could be given out. Another principal did 
not want anyone to speak to the children. Some schools cancelled their 
scheduled meetings in spite of clear directives from the government. A 
few said no to an assembly. 

In spite of these and many other difficulties, the victories were many. 

Fiji Bible Project Donor Facts
1. More than 393 donors participated.
2. Donations have totaled just over $500,000.
3. The smallest donation was 10 cents.
4. The largest single donation was $25,000.
5. Donors included 150 churches and 242 individuals.
6. There were 38 anonymous donations.



The government officials were very cooperative in helping remove much 
resistance. All group members were given “registered teacher” status to 
be able to speak in the assemblies. This authorization alone was enough 
to overcome many of the arguments presented by the principals who did 
not want the team in their schools. 

For the schools that refused to allow the teams to hold an assembly, 
permission was given by a high government official to meet the students 
as they were dismissed from school. The Bibles were distributed this way 
in several cases. In another situation a national pastor who had been 
arrested earlier for passing out tracts outside of a large school was able to 
return to that same school and preach the Gospel.

In one humorous incident Brother Brooks stopped to ask directions to 
a large school. Rather than give directions, a physically imposing Fijian 
detective agreed to ride with the team to the school. The school had 
determined that they were not going to allow the group to speak to the 
students. The detective walked straight into the principal’s office and said, 
“This is Pastor Brooks. He has authorization to have an assembly in your 
school. We need to make sure that it is scheduled properly. Now, the Prime 
Minister has said that Mr. Brooks is supposed to speak here. He is supposed 
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to be here at 10:00 tomorrow. I just want to make sure that is OK.” The 
headmaster could only look up and say, “Yes, sir, that would be fine.”

The VAT mentioned before meant that BIMI was about $25,000 short in 
funds for the project. On May 31, just after sending an email to apprise 
Dr. Meyer and Dr. Snyder of the situation, Brother Brooks received an 
email confirming an anonymous donation of $25,000! 

On the occasion where the rain began to fall and the principal wanted to 
halt the meeting—the rest of the story is that a young Fijian sitting next 
to him said, “No, Pastor Brooks will pray and God will stop the rain.”  
Brother Brooks did pray, “Lord, bring glory to Yourself. Would you show 
Yourself strong in stopping the rain to allow us to get the Bibles out to the 
young people?” God, in His grace, stopped the rain and kept it stopped 
until the service was finished and the last Bible was given out!

After this service something else unusual happened. The young people 
came and asked members of the group to sign their new Bibles. When 
asked why, one of the nationals explained: “Well, they want to document 

Only God Knows
by Mickey Schrimshire

It was my privilege to assist in the Fiji Bible Project 
the entire month of June 2013. This was the most 
exciting project with which I have ever been 
involved. Not only did we have the opportunity 
to personally hand a beautiful Bible to every 
secondary student but also we were able to give the 
Gospel twice at every school assembly. 
Every day we witnessed the hand of God at work. 
We saw God stop the rain in answer to prayer at 
one school so we could finish an outdoor assembly. 
Our team was able to provide 400 Bibles for young 
Fijian troops two days before they were deployed 
to the Golan Heights in Syria, and many students 
joyfully received the Word of God. 
An exciting part of the trip for me was having the 
joy of speaking to Fijian students about the Lord 
Jesus Christ. I carried a special little blue and red 
optical illusion tract. I would start by showing 
one or two students the tract, then there would be 
five or six, then before I could finish there would 
be fifteen or twenty. These eager young people are 
the future of the Fijian Islands. Only God knows 
the spiritual and practical impact these Bibles will 
have. I am so thankful to God and my supporting 
churches who made it possible for me to have a 
small part.

what they saw—the fact that 
the rain stopped. They want the 
name of the person involved so 
they can share it with all their 
friends.”

The team was later flagged down 
by two young people from the 
school. They wanted their Bibles 
signed. BIMI photographer 
Don Arnold got out and was 
taking pictures and asked what 
they thought about what had 
happened at their school. The 
girl looked up and said, “I know 
now that the Christian God is 
much more powerful and real 
because when he prayed for the 



The most memorable day was Wednesday, 
July 10. We went to four schools and 
distributed 1,600 Bibles. The standout 
school was Yat Sen.  

Our assembly time was 1:15 p.m. The 
school was a mix of Fijian, Indian, Chinese 
and Caucasian students. We assembled in 
a basketball gymnasium. The Canadian 
girls sang two stanzas of “Isn’t the Love of 
Jesus Something Wonderful” then sang the 
chorus  again in the Fijian language. The 
kids went crazy. 

A young member of Brother Gray’s church 
spoke. He had graduated from Yat Sen two 
years before. JR is now studying in a Bible 
institute. He gave his personal testimony 
and even pointed out where he used to sit 
during assembly. This young man did an 
excellent job relaying the Gospel.

The teachers and students were excited to 
have their own copy of God’s Word and to 
hear one of their former students speak.

—Patrick and Maria Culley

rain to stop, it stopped. Our gods don’t do 
that.” Pray that many in Fiji will see that 
the  Lord  is  greater  than all  gods (Exodus 
18:11).

By the time you read this article, phase two 
of the project will be complete. Another 
130,000 New Testaments will have been 
distributed to all the primary schools in 
Fiji. The bulk of this phase is being handled 
by the missionaries and nationals. Now is 
the time for prayer. The sowers have sown 
the Word. The hope is that “these are they 
which are sown on good ground; such as 
hear the word, and receive it, and bring 
forth fruit, some thirtyfold, some sixty, and 
some an hundred” (Mark 4:20).
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Bibles—Everywhere
by J.B. Godfrey

I have been involved in Christian service for 
many years as preacher, pastor and missionary. 
During these years I have seen the Lord do 
many wonderful things. This year there were 
two things I really wanted to do. One was to 
be at the Field Conference for our missionaries 
who work with the US Military in Europe. It 
was to be held in Normandy, France—some 
of it on Omaha Beach. As an American and a 
Marine, I wanted to attend. The other thing I 
wanted to do was to go to Fiji and be in the first 
wave of giving out Bibles in the schools. I could 
not do both, so I chose Fiji, and I am glad I did. 
God is doing great things and will continue to 
use His Word to touch hearts and lives.
While in Fiji, I met Leslie Cross, a young lady 
who was in some of my missions classes at West 
Coast Baptist College. I had no idea she was 
teaching in Fiji. It was a joy to see her serving 
the Lord. After I returned to the United States, 
she sent me this email: 

Thank you, sir, for coming with the 
Bible Project Team and being a part 
of what God is doing here in the Fiji 
Islands. The Bibles are now going 
everywhere.
One reason I am writing is that perhaps 
you can spread the word in the States 
about our need for missionaries here 
in Fiji. The Bible Project has opened a 
lot of doors. The people on the islands 
of Rabi and Taviuni told one of the 
missionaries that the door is open for 
somebody to come…. Please pray that 
laborers will be raised up both from 
Fiji and from overseas who are willing 
to come before the devil snatches up 
the Seed of truth.
God is good, Dr. Godfrey. One school 
has started having a class every 
morning in which the students are 
required to bring their Bibles. All I 
can say is that God is definitely in this 
project. 

…when we were able to go to the Hindu and Muslim schools—even with opposition 
God allowed the hearts of the people in charge to soften and allow these precious 
students to receive His Word! —Kelly Crowe
…when we went to the Queen Elisabeth School. This prominent boys’ boarding school 
is proud of their connections with several famous Fijian leaders. These boys gladly 
received 800 Bibles…travelling over two hours on a single lane dirt road to get to a 
remote school. At the end of the road, we were poled across the river in a leaky boat. 
The school chaplain had just sent in a request for Bibles. They were thrilled. —Marvin 
Donnell
…to see the eagerness to receive the Word of God and the students’ overwhelming 
thankfulness when they did. I had never seen that kind of thirst for the Word of God 
or such openness to the Gospel! This attitude would be present at almost every school 
but I will never forget the first time I saw it! …to see five students from schools that 
had receive Bibles that week come to church on Sunday and bring family and friends 
with them. —Bethany Isaac
…the overall appreciation for God’s Word. —Josiah Isaac
…to be able to pass out Bibles at the school I attended. My principal was still there and 
welcomed me warmly! I was able to give my salvation testimony of how God saved me 
out of fire walking and Hinduism. —Brother Kumar
…when the detective personally escorted us all the way to the principal’s office and 
any resistance evaporated. In fact, all of the schools he visited with us were very 
cooperative! —Drew Townsend
…when five or six of the students that received Bibles, all from different schools, 
attended the Sunday morning service at Victory Baptist Church. —Cindy and 
Matthew Towle
…when we were introduced to the school chaplain for the Levuka Public School. He 
showed us the newspaper clipping from the Fiji Times he had posted on the wall in his 
office announcing that the Bible project was underway. When he saw the article in the 
paper, he had immediately written to the Ministry of Education to make sure we were 
coming to his school and was anxiously awaiting our arrival. —Bob Rutta
…children clutching their Bibles to their chests, as they stood barefoot in the mud…
talking to a priest in one school that accepted a Bible from me with the promise to read 
it…preaching the Gospel of Jesus before giving out the Bible in a school run by Indians 
just a few feet away from a shrine dedicated to Mahatma Gandhi…a lady teacher 
coming to us with her hands in a prayer-like position, imploring us for a Bible for 
herself, saying she had been wanting a Bible for years…her walking away holding that 
Bible to her chest in a prayer of thanks to God…saying to a school director:  “One day, 
perhaps one day in the distant future, Fiji will have a prime minister who received his 
Bible today in a class such as this!”…his looking at his young people as he responded, 
“Yes, perhaps one day in the very distant future…yes, perhaps!” as a deep smile of 
hope crossed his face. — Gailen Abbett

Some of the Most
      Memorable Experiences Were…


