
The last edition of BIMI World detailed the Lord’s providential direction 
in the initiation, funding and first phase of the Fiji Bible Distribution 
Project. If you missed that article, it begins on page four at www.bimi.
org/onlineMags/133world/index.html. Phase one resulted in the passing 
out of more than 75,000 Bibles in almost every secondary school in Fiji. 
The second phase of this campaign began in mid-September and is 
nearing completion. The end goal of this phase is the placing of more 
than 130,000 Bibles into the hands of most of the primary students on 
the three main islands of Fiji. The following summary of highlights 
from Alan Brooks (BIMI Southeast Asia Assistant Director) is intended 
to give you just a taste of the joys, labors, trials and victories associated 
with this outreach.
Primary schools in Fiji include grades one through eight. There are 
at least 725 primary schools in Fiji. This is four times the number of 
secondary schools reached in the first phase. A different strategy was 
necessary to make this distribution effective. Each day, Brother Brooks 
or another team member would visit the Ministry of Education office 
in Suva to pick up a prearranged list of appointments for assemblies 
at different schools for the next day. The list would be divided among 
several teams composed of missionaries and national partners to be 

able to meet that day’s quota of schools.  
There were days when the logistics seemed 
absolutely impossible but God always proved 
faithful in superintending the schedule. 
On one occasion a team went to the wrong 
school. Brother Brooks had a long witness 
with the headmaster who was hungry for the 
Lord. Had the team not gone to this school 
at this time, they would not have had the 
opportunity to have such a fruitful time 
with the headmaster. An assembly was 
scheduled the next day and more than 
1,200 students heard the Gospel and 
received Bibles. God truly makes no 
mistakes!
Clearly presenting the Gospel to 
younger students also required 
forethought and preparation. The 
team members developed a flip chart 
that was used to illustrate the Gospel 
from creation to the cross. This proved 
to be very effective in helping the 
younger students understand their need 
for the Savior.
The team members all wore matching, 
brightly colored shirts so that the Fijians 
could quickly identify anyone who was 
associated with the Bible Project. It 
was not unusual for students 
to come up to them on the 
street and thank them for 
bringing the Bibles. One 
young man approached 
Brother Brooks and said, 
“Hello, Pastor. Thanks for 
the Baptist Bible.” Even 
students from the first 
phase of distribution 
would thank them. 
The shirt even aided 
in Brother Brook’s 
safety as he went to 
a bank to exchange 
currency. A plain-
clothes policeman 
approached him and 
said, “I watch people 
who watch people and 
you are being watched.” 
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He was watching out for Brother Brooks and stayed with him until he 
was in a safe place.
This was not the only instance of God’s watching over and protecting 
team members. On at least two trips, vehicle accidents with large trucks 
were avoided at the last possible moment.
The experiences in the schools were much the same as they had been in 
the secondary phase. The initial meeting was with the headmaster, and it 
was at this point that the team leader would be able to discern whether 
the welcome would be warm or cold. The range or reaction could be from 
excited to indifferent to hostile. One assistant principal told his students 
this was the fulfillment of the prophecy that the Gospel shall be preached 
in all the world. He firmly believed the team was hastening the coming 
of the Lord.
At a large school they were told originally they could only give Bibles 
to the 550 Christian students. The headmaster was not present when 
the team arrived and his assistant allowed the team to give Bibles to all 
1,000 students! Other headmasters emphatically denied the team the 
opportunity to hold assemblies and pass out the Bibles even though each 
team had written instructions from the Prime Minister and the Ministry 
of Education to be allowed to do so. In these cases at the instruction of 
the authorities, the Bibles were passed out to the students as they left 
school.
By nature the Fijians are quiet and reserved. It was interesting to observe 
how the Lord gave the national partners the boldness to enter the 
headmaster’s office and firmly state, “We have written permission from 
the Prime Minister to hold an assembly and give Bibles to each student. 
The Ministry of Education has set this as the time for this school. Please 
call the students for our presentation.” Rarely were they turned down.

Brother Brooks had many opportunities to interact with the police. On 
one trip to Ba, he was pulled over for speeding (it is not unusual for the 
speed limits to change without notice). The policeman recognized him 
and rather than giving a ticket asked for Bibles. Brother Brooks did not 
have any whole Bibles with him at that time but promised to bring some 
on the trip back. On the return trip Brother Brooks was looking for the 
area so he could give out the Bibles. He found it by being pulled over 
for going one mile per hour above the limit! As a result he was able to 
give Bibles to every policeman in the division. No ticket was given! On 
another occasion an older policeman told him, “The Bible is the best 
weapon a man can have.”
One of the Fijian partners was a young man with seven children who 
had spent ten years in jail for drug abuse. The Lord used him to give 
a testimony of how drugs had ruined his life but Jesus Christ changed 
him. He had stepped out by faith to serve the Lord. He works on a farm 
and sells his produce on Saturdays to try to make a living. His journey 
of faith has been exciting. To help with the project, he would travel to 
an area and camp out. The Lord met his needs in many wonderful ways. 
BIMI missionary Robert Rutta received a love offering at one service that 
he was able to pass on to this young man to help with expenses. Even a 
Hindu man gave him food for his family. An Australian man paid for his 
children to attend a Christian school. He gives praise to the Lord as he 
sees his faith and boldness increase.
The schedule was packed day after day with a repetition of the process. 
Each team would visit six to eight schools per day. As many as 6,000 to 
8,000 students heard the Gospel and received a Bible each weekday. At 
times the schedule seemed overwhelming but God always gave grace and 
strength. 



Transporting the Bibles and the teams had its 
own set of challenges. On October 1, Brother 
Brooks and others passed out Bibles all day, 
then travelled 12 hours by boat to Savusava for 
scheduled distributions on October 3. After 
problems with two different rented trucks that 
required loading and unloading the Bibles three 
times, the Bibles were finally prepared (placing 
stickers with local contact information in each 
Bible—a four hour process in this case) and in 
the necessary places. 
The weekends gave opportunity to observe some 
of the fruit of their efforts. One teacher has been 
attending a Baptist church in the Nausori area. A 
man from one of the schools started coming to 
one of the churches and was saved as the result 
of a Saturday visitation from the pastor. One set 
of parents called a church to find out the Sunday 
school times because their three children said, 
“We have Bibles now, so we need to go to Sunday 
school.” They did show up! A teenager from Suva 

Christian School insisted that he and 
his mother (a recent widow) come to 
a Baptist church in Suva. One church 
had ten people attend as a direct result 
of the Bible Project. Churches all across 
the nation are seeing results. The last 
Sunday Brother Brooks was in Fiji, he 
had the opportunity to preach and two 
adults who were at church as a direct 
result of the Bible distribution were 
saved. One was a grandmother who 

came with her granddaughter who 
had received a Bible.

There will be many other long-
term opportunities as well. 
A national pastor has been 

asked to have a private Bible 
study with a Hindu headmaster. 

Another missionary has been 
invited to come every Wednesday 

to one of the schools and teach moral 
principles from the Bible. He has been 

doing that and having the opportunity 
to clearly explain the Gospel. Another Christian 
lay pastor who is the headmaster of a Hindu 
school wants someone to come on a weekly 
basis. He does not want the children bowing and 
praying to idols anymore. Sadly, there is no one 
in that area to go!

Because of a chance meeting between the Prime Minister and Alan 
Brooks, the Fiji Bible Distribution Project has been one of those events 
where we have been clearly reminded that God is at work. He is looking 
for obedient Christians to join Him in His work!  The final score in this 
particular battle with Satan for the souls of men will not be known until 
the Judgment. The potential is far reaching. These young people represent 
the next generation of Fijians and now they have the powerful Truth of 
the Word of God in their hands. Pray that as the Bibles are read, the Truth 
will be transferred to their hearts and lives will be transformed. An entire 
nation could be set on fire for God—lighting the future for Fiji. W


