
“Typhoon Haiyan, known as Typhoon Yolanda in the Philippines, was 
an exceptionally powerful tropical cyclone that devastated portions 
of Southeast Asia, particularly the Philippines, in early November 
2013. It is the deadliest Philippine typhoon on record, killing at 
least 6,183 people in that country alone. Haiyan is also the strongest 
storm recorded at landfall and unofficially the strongest typhoon ever 
recorded in terms of wind speed.” (Wikipedia, http://en.wikipedia.org/
wiki/Typhoon_Haiyan)

At the World Missions Center in Harrison, 
Tennessee, our hearts were united in prayer 
for our missionaries and ministry friends 
who were in harm’s way. I had just returned 
from three weeks of ministry in Manila with 
Missionary Mel Brown, observing the results 
of one family that was willing to go. 
Because Mel Brown went and because churches 
gave and prayed, there are now thriving 
ministries with souls being saved, believers 

this side of heaven! But because of what I saw 
in these churches and others I have visited 
this year, I cannot help but think that there is 
coming a day—a day of great rejoicing—for 
those who gave their all for the cause of Christ!
God is doing some remarkable things in the 
land of the Philippines. Many are serving 
faithfully in this fruitful yet difficult place. 
Many more laborers are needed and many 
more prayers are needed for ministries 
throughout this land.
The devastation in portions hard hit by the 
typhoon is being described as a war zone. Yet, 
it is difficult for those of us who are on this side 
of the world to understand what ministries 
are enduring in the aftermath. There is death 
and destruction. There is a scarcity of food and 
supplies. There is no power in some places and 
it is being reported that this may be true for 
many months to come.
Since it was difficult to know just what 
was happening, Don Arnold, our BIMI 
videographer, and I spent two weeks in January 
assessing the needs in four of our ministries.  
The hardest hit areas were Tacloban and Roxas 
City.  Carl Sparks serves in Tacloban in Leyte 
and farther east. The other visit was to Roxas 
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City on northern Panay Island where Rick 
Fannin’s church is located.  The storm did not 
affect the ministries of Rick Martin in southern 
Panay Island and Peter and Frank Denisi in 
southern Cebu Island.  These men were able to 
visit the hardest hit areas soon after the storm 
and help pastors and churches north of their 
locations.  Thankfully, the Lord protected all of 
our families.
Though there was much destruction, these 
ministries are moving forward to help others 
in difficult areas. We heard many reports of 
people being saved and talked to many pastors 
and churches who are extremely grateful for 
your prayers and support.
It will take many months to recover. Your 
prayers are needed for the ministries in the 
Philippines.
Please help us pray
�  for the health and safety of our missionaries 

as they minister to many in need,
�  for souls to be saved in all of our ministries 

throughout this land,
�  for many to be willing to go to help us not 

just with the recovery but with reaching 
this land with the Gospel.

being trained and churches being established 
both in the Philippines and around the world. 
Through their supporting churches the Lord 
helped the Browns to start their ministry and 
now there are 90 churches actively involved 
in the harvest—all with national leadership. 
These churches are now sending out scores of 
missionaries! 
I am convinced that when we give to missions, 
we may never get to see all that God is doing 



Will you pray? Will you go? What 
is needed are not spectators or 
sightseers but men and women 
willing to hazard their lives for the 
name of our Lord Jesus Christ.
Like Mel Brown and many others, 
God can use you to proclaim 
His Word, reach a town and see 
churches established for His glory! 
For truly, He IS able to do exceeding 
abundantly above all that we ask 
or think, according to the power 
that worketh in us. Let God use 
you so that unto him there will be 
glory in the church by Christ Jesus 
throughout all ages, world without 
end. Amen.
BIMI exists to help local churches 
and their God-called men and 
women get to the field to do what 
He is calling them to do. We have a 
host of men and women who have 
the experience to help you every 
step of the way. Come, go with us!

How To Help
News coverage of this massive 
typhoon has come and gone. But 
the fact remains—that damage is 
massive and the aftermath will be 
a constant challenge for months 
and even years to come. 

Please pray that God will use these 
extreme conditions and circum-
stances left behind by the typhoon 
to keep hearts tender and turning 
towards Jesus Christ. You can help 
with any of the following:

· A love offering of $100 will 
support a national pastor 
for four months while he 
and his family continue to 
minister and rebuild their 
church.

· Your gift of $300 can build 
an unfurnished home for 
one of the national pastors. 

· A gift of $1,000 can build a 
new church building.

· No gift is too small. You can 
have a part in providing 
a basic item that will be 
used to furnish a national 
pastor’s home. 

· Our missionaries are in 
desperate need of funds to 
purchase building materials 
to rebuild and repair their 
homes and churches.

We have mentioned many needs 
but the greatest need remains 
the need for men and women to 
answer the call to reach the lost 
in the Philippines.

A DVD presentation has been produced to help 
you see what God is doing with your gifts and what 
is needed ahead. To receive a copy of the DVD, 
please see the instructions on the back page. On 
behalf of our missionaries, thank you again for all 
you have done and are doing for the Lord.
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