
Europe

When we visit churches across 
America, we are often asked what life 
is like in Australia. I answer that I 
don’t know but I have always wanted 
to visit. In Austria we have never 
seen kangaroos or crocodiles. A lot 
of people see our display and think it 
says “Australia.” The tourist shops have 
even cashed in on this, selling t-shirts 
with a picture of a kangaroo with a 
line through it saying “no kangaroos 
in Austria.” It seems many know very 
little, if anything, about Austria. Some 
begin to sing, “The hills are alive with 
the sound of music…,” knowing that 
The Sound of Music was filmed there 
(by the way most Austrians have never 
heard of it). Some imitate Arnold 
Schwarzenegger’s voice (apparently to 
Americans he is the most famous of all 
Austrians). Some know of the beautiful 

Alpine mountains that cover two thirds of 
Austria. 

However, to my family and me, Austria 
is a place of great spiritual darkness. 
This darkness is masked by the beautiful 
scenery, the old picturesque villages, and 
the Austrian people, who are among the 
friendliest on earth. This darkness is 
even covered up by religious tradition. 
Austria has hundreds of churches older 
than the USA. Most Austrians would 
call themselves Catholic and consider 
anything else to be a cult. The few Bible 
believing churches are normally very 
small—often less than 25 people. 

In one Austrian village we conducted 
surveys for months and invited people to 
discuss the results with us in five Friday 
evening meetings. Although thousands 
of invitations were passed out, only two 

people came. We praise God for those two, 
but the rest had no interest in discussing 
the Bible. Despite the fact that Austrians 
claim to be religious, apathy reigns. Very 
few attend church regularly or know 
much about the Bible. Our survey told 
us that 60 percent of the people do not 
believe in the deity of Christ and only 
six percent believe salvation is by grace 
through faith—this in one of the most 
“religious” places in Europe. 

We have been living in southern Bavaria 
(Germany) on the Austrian border for 
about six years. During that time we 
applied twice for Austrian visas and 
were rejected both times. Austria does 
not consider Baptist to be a 
state recognized religion. The 
idea of separation of church 
and state does not exist in 
the same form in Austria or 
Germany as it does in America. 
When our daughter was born, 
a government official came by 
and asked in what religion she 
should be registered. Most say 
Catholic and are entered into 
the roll books. When they are 
old enough to work, the church 
begins to take a percentage out 
of their paycheck. I told the 
official that Virginia was too 
young to choose a religion, but 
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we hope that she will choose to accept 
Jesus Christ as her Savior when she is 
old enough to understand and decide for 
herself. The official didn’t know what to 
do with that answer. Our neighbor asked 
when we would have Virginia baptized. 
I explained we would not have her 
baptized until she chose to be baptized as 
a testimony of her faith in Christ. I also 
explained that nowhere in the Bible is an 
infant baptized. She had never heard that 
before. People in Austria are lost. Lost like 
the witchdoctor in Africa. Lost like those 
living in the jungles of Southeast Asia. 
It is sometimes difficult to see this in a 
culture so successful and attractive. 

Todd & Kim Lapatowith Virginia & Thomas



Praise God there is an answer! It is the 
same as in Africa and Southeast Asia. Jesus 
Christ and His sacrifice on the Cross can 
save every soul in Austria. The task before 
us often looks hopeless. Jesus Himself said 
in Luke 18:25, “For it is easier for a camel 
to go through a needle’s eye, than for a rich 
man to enter into the kingdom of God.” 
That verse accurately describes Austria. I 
am thankful He said a couple verses later, 
“The things which are impossible with men 
are possible with God.”  We are thankful 
that through God’s power we have seen 
souls saved and baptized. I often use my 
native state of Virginia as an example of 
how God can work in a difficult location. 
In the 18th century the Anglican Church 
was the only officially recognized church 
in Virginia. Baptists were persecuted and 

Baptist preachers could be imprisoned 
for preaching without a license. They 
often had to meet outside to worship 
the Lord. In some instances the students 
from the College of William and Mary in 
Williamsburg would come out and yell 
and make noise to disturb their meetings. 
Some Baptist preachers would preach 
from their jail cells. I have been told 
that today there are over 1,400 Baptist 
churches in Virginia. Virginia and Austria 
both have eight million people, but 
according to a study Baptist International 
Missions did several years ago, there are 
only seven Baptist churches in Austria. 
The state of Virginia was turned upside 
down by preachers who wouldn’t quit and 
believers who thought it more important 
to serve Christ than be considered 

“normal.” Our prayer is that in the 
future Austria will be filled with 
vibrant, Gospel-preaching churches 
and that believers throughout 
Austria will look back and thank 
God that preachers came to a 
“difficult” mission field.
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