
By Ed Hembree

When Dr. David Snyder first explained the Open Door Project to the field directors, 
I recognized immediately the wisdom of emphasizing ready opportunities instead of 
constantly beating our heads against a wall and being frustrated in our efforts to go 
to countries or groups that are “closed.”  It is obvious that God can open any door He 
wants and close any door He wants. That being said, it is also obvious there are many 
places where God has not seen fit to give free access at the present time. 

Dr. Snyder asked each director to emphasize just one open door from each of our fields. 
I initially thought of the many countries in Europe where we have no missionaries. 
Although missionaries with Baptist International Missions have been in Europe 
since 1962 and currently number 112 missionaries working in 19 countries, Europe 
is comprised of more than 50 countries. This means there are more than 30 countries 
where we do not have a missionary at all! With only a few exceptions, these are all 
open doors of opportunity. However, as I wrestled with focusing upon just one open 
door, the Lord directed my thinking to an opportunity that exists in ALL Europe!  

There is one great Open Door in Europe waiting for dedicated servants to walk 
through! That Open Door is “Euro-Islam!” There seem to be many missionaries 
interested in reaching Muslims with the Gospel of Jesus Christ. The problem is that 
many of the Muslim countries are closed to foreign missionaries. Consequently, 
many of those called are spending a lot of time and effort to make forays into these 
closed countries for no more than a few weeks at a time. Those who have been 
involved in church planting, especially church planting among Muslims, recognize 
that short-term visits are largely unproductive. However, there IS an opportunity for 
long-term missionary work among HUGE concentrations of Muslims throughout 
all of Europe. There are places a missionary can go and build relationships, witness, 
and win Muslims to Christ, and train those who are called into the ministry. Then, 
those Muslims whom the Lord saves and calls can go back to their own people!

The following statistics are taken from a Wikipedia article quoting a Pew Forum 
report called “The Future of Global Muslim Population,” published in January 
2011. Obviously, the statistics are dated and the actual percentages of Muslims are 
considerably higher today.

Since the 1960s immigrants from Muslim countries started to appear 
in Western European countries such as Germany, France, and Belgium. 
Although Muslim communities existed on the continent long before 
this, especially in the Balkans, no major wave of immigration of Islamic 
population ever took place before. 

Muslims are not a homogeneous group. They are of various national, 
ethnic, and racial identities. Top countries of origin of Muslims in 
Western Europe are Pakistan, Turkey, and the Maghreb countries 
(Morocco, Algeria, and Tunisia). 

In Western Europe Muslims generally live in major urban areas, often 
concentrated in poor neighborhoods of large cities. 

According to the Pew Forum, the total number of Muslims in Europe 
in 2010 was about 44 million, excluding Turkey. The total number 
of Muslims in the European Union in 2010 was about 19 million. The 
French capital of Paris and its metropolitan area has the largest number 
(up to 1.7 million according to The Economist) of Muslims than any 
other city in the European Union. London also has a substantial 
community of Muslim origin, numbering about one million within 
the limits of Greater London and exceeding this figure when the entire 
metropolitan area is taken into account.

Consider the millions of Muslims represented by the percentages in these great cities:

 Amsterdam, Netherlands 24%
 Birmingham, United Kingdom 26.9%
 Brussels, Belgium 25.5%
 Cologne, Germany 12%
 Frankfurt, Germany 11.8%
 London, United Kingdom 13.1 %
 Marseille, France 35%
 Paris, France 15%
 Rotterdam, Netherlands 25%
 Stockholm, Sweden 20%
 Milan, Italy 10%
 Vienna, Austria 10%

At the current rates of immigration 
and fertility, the Muslim population in 
many places in Western Europe will be 
the majority within a generation or two. 
However, NOW the door is open to 
reach these millions of souls. Has the 
Lord burdened your heart for the Muslim 
World? You do not have to go to a “closed 
country.” Would you pray about this great 
OPEN DOOR of opportunity God has given 
us TODAY? Please consider contacting 
BIMI and letting us help you with more 
information and/or assistance in reaching 
Muslims in Europe with the Gospel. 
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