
The church planting ministry of Baptist International 
Missions, Inc. (BIMI) in the United States has its roots in the 

chapel ministry of Highland Park Baptist 
Church in Chattanooga, Tennessee, where 
John Bailes served as Chapel Director from 
1972 –75. He worked closely with chapel 
pastors who would later plant churches 
with BIMI. John Morgan, who pastored a 
chapel while attending Tennessee Temple, 
came with BIMI in 1970. After counsel 

from Frank Rosser (first USA Director), he went to New York City where 
he and his wife, Janet, started the International Baptist Church. They began 
in a high rise apartment building in Brooklyn that housed 5,000 people. 
Under the leadership of the Morgans, the church reached thousands and 
grew to an average attendance of 400–500 and established 
a school and college. The church is now pastored by their 
son-in-law, Ray Cazis.

New York City is a formidable mission 
field. That has not stopped several couples 
from going there to minister. Martin Pinion 
started a church on Staten Island. Alan and 
Sabrina Davis have labored in the Bronx 
for over 25 years while never having a 
permanent place to meet. Dana and Julie 
Dice moved from the Midwest to New York 
City to start a church in Jamaica, Queens. 
They continue to minister, along with their 
daughter and son-in-law, after 15 years. Coy 
and Nancy Shaw came from Brazil to start 
a Portuguese church in Astoria and have 
since gone back to Brazil. 
Harvey and Clarissa Sumner went to 
Pennsylvania where they planted a church and left it with 
a new facility. The Sumners later started Victory Baptist 
Church in Thomaston, Connecticut. John and Sandy 
Bailes planted Faith Baptist Church in Waldorf, Maryland. 
God blessed both of these churches with numerical growth 
and the ability to support many missionaries. 
Greg Whedbee joined BIMI and went to Norristown, 
Pennsylvania, and started Victory Baptist Church. Les 
Griffin is another church planter who was trained by 
pastoring several chapels during his time at Tennessee 
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Temple. A chapel speaker challenged him about the need in the Northeast. 
Pastor Whedbee helped the Griffins situate in downtown Philadelphia in 
a place known as “Fishtown” where they started Bethel Baptist Church. 
The church grew to over 200 in three years and continues today under the 
leadership of one of its early members, Dominic Pennachietti.

Dennis Higgins was a young preacher who came to help in 
the ministry at Bethel, and in 1982 Dennis and Dominic 
went to South Philadelphia and started a Bible study with a 
group from Bethel. This resulted in the start of Faith Baptist 
Church. Dennis joined BIMI and was involved in starting 
six churches in and around Philadelphia. He is now the 
pastor of Harbor Baptist Church in nearby Hainesport, 
New Jersey, one of the churches he started. Harbor Baptist 
Church has recently started a Bible college in cooperation 

with other pastors in the area and hosts other ethnic ministries such as a 
Burmese church and an Hispanic church. 
God used the vision of Les Griffin and 
his wife, Darla, to inspire others to catch 
the fire of church planting. Les is now the 
pastor of Maranatha Baptist Church that 
was planted by his good friend Dennis 
Higgins in Northeast Philadelphia.

John Bailes (as BIMI USA Director) led a group of 19 
men to Philadelphia, New York City, and New England in 
1983 to see the need for churches in the area. Nine men 
fulfilled a commitment to return and plant churches. A 
stream of BIMI missionaries, including Mike Swietzer, 
Mike Valles, Tyler May, and Vic Rivera, started churches 
in the Philadelphia area. Dale Painter started churches in 
Maryland and Titusville and Lewis Run, Pennsylvania, and 
assisted another church plant in Johnsonburg, Pennsylvania.
A church was started near Washington, DC, by Grant 
Carter when he became burdened for the unreached 

African American communities. After ministering in that area for several 
years, he continued his outreach to the African American communities 
by starting the Baptist International Bible Institute in Atlanta, Georgia, 
which is still training students today under the leadership of BIMI 
missionary Dan Guider.

Jim Townsley independently planted Central Baptist 
Church in Southington, Connecticut, in 1975. Dr. 
Townsley worked closely with John Bailes to promote and 
assist church planters starting churches in the Northeast. 
God has used Dr. Jim Townsley to inspire and assist many 
young men to plant churches through the years. One of 
these, Bim Rowley, planted the Truth Baptist Church in 
East Hartford, Connecticut, in 1980. 
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Another man who received his 
training through the chapel 
ministry, Robert McKeever, joined 
BIMI to start a church in Long 
Island, New York. He later started 
Bible Baptist Church in Warren, 
Pennsylvania, where he bought a 

building and eventually burned the mortgage. He 
later started Faith Baptist Church in Willimantic, 
Connecticut. Bob was taken home October 31, 
2005, after a struggle with cancer. Bobby, his son, 
is now assisting Dr. Townsley in Central Baptist 
Church and New England Baptist College. 
After graduating from Crown College, David 

Townsley worked on staff at Central 
Baptist Church with his father until 
God laid on his heart to plant a 
church in Terryville, Connecticut, several years ago. He was 
able to buy a building that had been a local drinking spot 
and convert it to an attractive place for Riverside Baptist 
Church to worship. 
There were many others like John Ridings who started 
a Spanish church in Danbury, Connecticut, and George 
Street who went to Boston and started a church. Later  he 
went to Secane, a suburb of Philadelphia, 
to assist Mike Sweitzer. Bob Carson and his 
wife, Debbie, started a church in Northwest 
Philadelphia and again in Douglassville, 
Pennsylvania. Don and Helen Hughes who 

served in England for a number of years returned to restore 
Lighthouse Baptist Church in Johnson City, New York. 
There were just a few people left in the church and now 
that church is doing well after four years of ministry. 
Ken and June Love have led church recoveries in New Jersey, 
one in Jersey City and another in North Bergen. The Loves 
brought each of these churches back to life and restored 
their buildings before leaving to minister in other places.
This past September in Fairfield, Connecticut, John and 
Abbey Lafreniere started a new work. You may read more 
about them on page 24.
In recent years we have had three missionaries with BIMI 
start churches in Maryland. These couples have planted 
churches out of their mother church, Patuxent Baptist Church in Great 
Mills, Maryland, where Rick Conner is the pastor. Scott Cornoyer and 
his wife started Highpoint Baptist Church in Elkridge. Chris Corrigan 
and his wife took Sligo Baptist Church in Silver Spring, a church that had 
five people and was ready to close their doors. Both of these churches are 
doing well. The most recent start is Freestate Baptist Church, pastored by 
Ed and Mary Beard in Annapolis, Maryland (see page 22). 
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God has given us good 
men to serve Him in 
the Northeast and good 
churches who have 
supported them to plant 
churches. Pray the Lord 
of the harvest will give 
us more laborers for 
the purpose of planting 
churches here in our 
nation. If you are the answer to this prayer, consider serving with BIMI 
Reseeding America. We know church planting!
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