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Growing up in Brazil as an MK (missionary 
kid), I was able to see firsthand the great 
spiritual needs and the countless opportunities 
for sharing the Gospel in Brazil. So at the age 
of twenty, I was thrilled when God called me 
to go back to Brazil as a missionary. I count it a 
true honor and privilege to be able to serve our 
wonderful Savior in Brazil. 
Brazil, the fifth largest country in the world, is 
in desperate need of more Gospel-preaching 
churches. It is true that Brazil is a very religious 
country—you would be hard-pressed to find 
an atheist. It is also true that there are churches 
everywhere and “evangelical” churches are 
growing like wildfire. But real Gospel-preaching 
churches are few and far between. These other 
so-called churches are teaching a works-based 
salvation and a prosperity gospel. They provide 
entertainment and a “positive and an emotional 
experience with God” but forget about the life-
changing Gospel of Jesus Christ.
As we were praying for God´s direction on 
where to start a church, I heard a veteran 
missionary who had been involved in many 
church plants in several different regions of 
Brazil say that one could throw a dart at a map 

of Brazil and anywhere the dart landed would 
be a good place to start a church. He is right! 
The need is so great in Brazil. As my family 
and I were praying, we visited several different 
cities and locations. Everywhere we went my 
heart broke as I saw the desperate spiritual 
needs and the multitudes of souls going about 
as sheep without a shepherd. 
Coming back from one such trip in 2011, we 
found ourselves spending the night in the 
Paraiba Valley. That is when God began showing 
us the needs as well as the opportunities of 
this region. The Vale do Paraíba, as it is called 
in Portuguese, is in southeastern Brazil, 
consisting of over 3.3 million inhabitants. 
It is located along the major highway Dutra 
and sits in between the two largest and most 
important Brazilian cities, São Paulo  and Rio 
de Janeiro. Because of its strategic location, it 
is an industrial hub for many large companies 
such as Ford, Volkswagen, LG, and Johnson 
& Johnson. It plays a very important role in 
Brazilian economics. 
There are approximately 58 municipalities in 
the valley; one is Taubaté, a rapidly growing 
city with a current population of 300,000. It was 

recently cited in Brazil’s largest news magazine 
as one of the top twenty medium-sized cities 
with best chances of becoming a metropolis in 
the country. Taubaté is one of three privileged 
locations in Brazil to have a conservative, 
Baptist radio station. The broadcast reaches 
most of the valley and yet there is a tremendous 
lack of good churches here. In fact, even though 
a radio station pumps out the Gospel message 
very clearly twenty-four hours a day, seven 
days a week, the listeners have no independent 
Baptist churches they can attend to continue to 
grow and be discipled.
The Lord has called my family and me to plant 
the first independent Baptist church in this 
region. We have relocated to the city and will 
be working in a team ministry along with my 
parents and another missionary family. I have 
been involved with two other new church 
plants and can say that it is truly exciting to 
be a part of a brand new work especially in a 
region that so desperately needs the Gospel. 

Soon after we moved here, I was getting to 
know my neighbors. While I was talking to my 
neighbor across the street, he told me he goes 
to the Assembly of God church and proceeded 
to tell me they have 54 congregations here in 
Taubaté—one in each neighborhood. He then 
asked me how many independent Baptist 
churches were in the city. I had to tell him 
none, at least for now. But there ought to be 
one independent Baptist church in every 
neighborhood as well—at the very least one in 
every one of the 58 cities in the Valley! There 
is much work to be done. We need to be about 
our Father´s business. We need to work while 
it is day! In all of Brazil, there are over 5,570 
municipalities, some with a population as 
large as eleven million. Most of them have no 
Gospel-preaching church. God has called me 
to the Paraiba Valley to start churches here. 
What about you? What are you doing for the 
cause of Christ? The inauguration of New Life 
Baptist Church of Taubaté will be in September 
and we covet your prayers!
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