
Like the men on the Emmaus Road, missions affects our hearts. And they 
said one to another, Did not our heart burn within us, while he talked with us 
by the way, and while he opened to us the scriptures (Luke 24:32 emphasis added)? 
Does missions affect your heart? You may be sitting in 
a church service listening to a man share his heart for 
a faraway place. God begins to work. Then you realize 
God is leading you to get involved in this great task of 
going into all the world. Where do you start? What do 
you do? How does one get started in missions?

For me, the call to missions came through a very 
unusual set of circumstances. It is not always easy 
to discern the Lord’s leading when our hearts are so 
often moved for the people and places of the world we 
hear about in special services. We may think, “Is God 
calling me?” At times like these, it is vital to keep our 
focus on the Word and to stay in communication with 
our pastor. These are the means God gives to help us 
know more about His leading in our lives. We do not 
want to regulate our thoughts by mere emotion or consider going far from 
home based on a whim. We must know this is of God. This is how I found 
myself as a young person.

God puts it into the hearts of His people to do something for Him. During 
captivity Nehemiah was moved when he heard a report about his homeland. 
He cried, fasted, prayed, and repented. In this great awakening to the needs of 
God’s work and ways and after much prayer, Nehemiah makes an interesting 
statement. He had gone before the king to find God’s favor had been granted. 
Now what?  Nehemiah says in chapter 2 verse 12 that the things he had spoken 
to the king represented what God had placed in his heart.

When God has placed something in your heart, it is time to get busy. This 
may mean it is time to get busy in your local church. God has ordained this as 
the starting place. It is here that you learn to serve, give, go, and pray. It is also 
from here that God calls into His harvest. If He has called and your pastor and 
church recognize that call, it is wise to seek help.

As I served in my local church and attended my first year of Bible college, 
God put it into my heart to go to Japan. It was a very interesting event. I was 
watching a video about China. I was ready and willing to go to China. Right in 
the middle of that presentation, God put a thought in my mind—Japan!  I did 
not surrender. Years passed and by the grace of God, He worked through my 
cold heart once again during my final year of study. It happened at an altar call. 
I was struggling to find God’s direction. He showed me I needed to surrender. 
I did. Peace came. My next thought—Japan! The months that followed clearly 
indicated that God had put this in my heart. Regular time in the Word, service 
in my local church, and clear direction from preaching and the Scriptures 
brought the unmistakable conclusion, God was calling.

My pastor advised me to contact Baptist International Missions, Inc. This 
was one of many mission agencies that came to our church. It was the one my 
pastor recommended. What I learned was that BIMI was full of like-minded 
people with many years of missions experience who were able to help me with 
everything I needed to know.

First, there was the preliminary application. Today this is found on our 
website www.bimi.org. This initial step allows BIMI to get acquainted with 
you. Next, the mission sends a formal application to begin the process of 
gathering information about what God has done and is doing in your life. The 
application process is quite detailed and can take a couple months to complete. 
The initial testimonies and questions are not difficult to complete, but it does 
not stop there. Other documents are needed, including a medical report and 
personal references. 

One of the key elements to this process is the correspondence the Mission 
has with your pastor. BIMI believes the biblical principle that you are sent out 
of your local church. In decision making and ministry direction, your pastor 
and sending church are the authority. BIMI’s desire is to come alongside to 
help them send you to the field.

Once the paperwork has been received and studied, prospective 
missionaries receive a letter of invitation to attend BIMI’s training week called 
Candidate School. Many veteran missionaries teach more than 40 hours of 
instruction to help you prepare for deputation. This is always held the first 
week of June. Another 40 hours of instruction the next year prepare you for the 
field. This week includes church planting classes. 

God is enabling many BIMI missionaries to get to the field in record time. 
Our goal is to help you get there as soon as possible. With the Lord’s help, many 
are getting to the field in one or two years. We can help! Give us a call. Let us 
know how God is leading in your life and let us help you get to the field! 
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