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My wife and I have often compared a 
situation we were presently facing with 
one we had experienced in the past. If 

the two shared similar 
circumstances (especially 
the root cause), we have 
jokingly said that the 
present one was “exactly the 
same but different” from 
the past situation. We have 
also used this oxymoron in 
regard to a new place we 
were visiting that reminded 
us of somewhere we had 
been before. Additionally, 
we have also said this about 
a person we just met who 

closely resembled someone else we already 
knew. Obviously, it is impossible for two 
things to be exactly the same and also be 

different at the same time. What we mean 
by our comparison/contrast statement is 
that there are some uncanny similarities 
between two situations, places, or people. 
During a recent visit to Honduras, I 
noticed that what I was experiencing 
was “exactly the same but different” than 
what I had experienced in other parts of 
the world. Some of the things I smelled, 
heard, tasted, felt, and saw were unique to 
Honduras. Nonetheless, as I considered the 
situation, the place, and the people in 
light of the Great Commission, I realized 
that it was indeed “exactly the same but 
different” from the rest of the world.

The situation in Honduras is one of 
people busily going from one place to 
another doing their best to make a living. 
There are many colorful things for sale 

along the street, some of which are indigenous to Honduras 
and sold by vendors who are lifelong Hondurans. The busyness 
of life keeps everyone focused on his personal needs and family 
needs. There is a desire to “get ahead” in life and to simplify 
daily tasks whenever possible. There are governmental issues 
on both the local and national levels to deal with. Parents 
are seeking to educate their children in a way that will most 
benefit them as they reach adulthood. Although the cultural 
situation in Honduras may be different from other countries, 
the conditions I am describing are exactly the same as the rest of 
the world. Generally, the situation in Honduras is one of people 
living life without being aware of their need of salvation.
As far as the place itself, Honduras is located in Central 
America. It shares boarders with Nicaragua, Guatemala, 
and El Salvador. It has a very warm climate that produces a 
variety of tropical vegetation. One of the things I enjoyed most 
during my visit was the fresh pineapple served with breakfast. 
The scenery is varied and beautiful. Along with the scenic 
mountainous regions in the interior, one can enjoy coastal areas 
with beautiful sandy beaches. There are many things that are 
different about Honduras when compared to other places in the 
world—particularly arctic regions. Nonetheless, the one thing 
that makes this place exactly the same as other places is the fact 
that it is part of God’s harvest field. Jesus commanded us to go 
into all the world (Mark 16:15). Thus, Honduras is a place where 
we have been commanded to preach God’s glorious Gospel 
message.
Honduran people are extremely friendly. Although there was 
a language barrier for me, I greatly enjoyed their hospitality. I 
saw old people, middle-aged people, young people, teenagers, 
children, and babies. There were big people and small people. 
Some were tall and others were short. Although most everyone 
had darker skin than mine, there were numerous shades of skin 
color. Many had long hair, others had short hair, and some had 
no hair. A large number of people lived in poverty, while just 
down the road lived the extremely wealthy. There were very 
religious people working beside those who claimed there is no 
God. Although Hondurans have many different characteristics, 
the Adamic nature is exactly the same for every person—
in Honduras and the entire world. Generally, the people of 
Honduras are friendly people who need to experience the 
reconciling work of Christ because of their sin nature.
As I reflected on my trip to Central America, I realized things 
were “exactly the same but different.” My five senses told me that 
life there was different than what I am used to, but my Bible told 
me it was exactly the same as every other part of God’s harvest 
field. The situation in Honduras calls for laborers who will 
go to this place and proclaim to the people how they can be 
reconciled to God by Jesus Christ. W


