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Canada, the world’s second largest country (in land area), is quickly becoming 
one of the most diverse nations in the world. It is home to many large cities and 
metropolitan areas, but it also has countless small towns and villages scattered 
all across her great land. Many of these smaller towns have yet to have a Bible-
preaching church reaching them in their community. It has been cited that there 
are more independent Baptist churches in some American cities than in all of 
Canada!
God has called us, Joel and Holly Buckingham, to take the Gospel light to the 
people in New Brunswick, Canada. The picturesque province of New Brunswick 
makes up part of the Maritime Provinces and shares its borders with Quebec, 
Nova Scotia, and the State of Maine. New Brunswick is the only bilingual province 
in Canada with English and French being its two official languages.
In its early days, New Brunswick was the launching point for the Canadian 
Baptist movement and at one time it was known as the Bible Belt of Canada. New 
Brunswick was also instrumental in the founding of the nation of Canada. Sir 
Samuel Tilley, one of Canada’s Founding Fathers as well as the Premier of New 
Brunswick, was known as a God-fearing man. In 1867 during a meeting with the 
Founding Fathers, Sir Tilley read Psalm 72:8 that states: He shall have dominion 
also from sea to sea. Sir Tilley recommended that this new country be named The 
Dominion of Canada.

Although New Brunswick can boast a 
Christian heritage, those days for the most 

part have fallen by the wayside. 
The northern part of New 
Brunswick to this day remains 
vastly unreached with the 
Gospel. It is home to many 
Acadian people, a French 
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people group that live in 
parts of New Brunswick, 
Nova Scotia, and Maine. 
The northern county 
of Restigouche has a 
population of 32,000 
people, and it is here that 
God has burdened us 
to reach souls with the 
good news of the Gospel. 
Restigouche County is 
a dream world for the 
outdoorsman. It is home 
to the world famous 
Restigouche River, and it 
boasts some of the best Atlantic salmon fishing in the world.
Although it is a scenic area, the spiritual condition in northern New Brunswick is  dark. The 
main religion throughout the region is Catholicism. Even though this area has some of the 
friendliest people in the world, many individuals are cold towards the Gospel.
God has laid the city of Campbellton on my heart to be the place for the planting of an 
independent Baptist church. Campbellton is the northernmost city in the province and the 
hub for Restigouche County.  It is nestled in the hills of the Appalachians. Campbellton is a 
bilingual city with 40 percent claiming French as their first language.
Holly and I had the privilege of growing up in Christian homes, and we were both saved 
at the age of five years old. I grew up in New Brunswick with an Acadian heritage. Shortly 
after my salvation, God called me to be a preacher, and it was during Bible college that God 
gave me a burden for my home province of New Brunswick. The Apostle Paul had a desire 
to reach his own people with the Gospel. Paul states in Romans 10:1 the following: Brethren, 
my heart’s desire and prayer to God for Israel is, that they might be saved. With my heritage, 
we have a unique opportunity and open door to reach the people on the north shore. We 
covet your prayers for the spiritual needs of Canada and for the souls of northern New 
Brunswick. W
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