
SOUTHEAST ASIA

Can you imagine what it would be like to hand 
a young person their very first Bible? This may 
not seem like a big deal in the States, but in most 
third world countries, this is not just their first 
Bible but possibly the only book they have ever 
owned. God has allowed Baptist International 
Missions, Inc., to be a part of several Bible 
Projects in the following Southeast Asian 
countries: Nias Island (Indonesia), Solomon 
Islands, Myanmar, and Fiji Islands. 

When our distribution team arrived at a 
school, the children would often be lined up 
in the field waiting in the hot sun for us. To 
see the joy and gratitude that is expressed is 
truly hard to describe. I specifically remember 
in Indonesia that the children would shake 
our hands and then touch their hearts. When 
I asked the nationals what they meant by 
this, I was extremely humbled. To shake our 
hands was to express their gratitude but then 
to touch their hearts meant that they meant it 

with all their hearts. Many of the young people 
immediately turned to the plan of salvation in 
the front of the Bible and began reading. 

On one of the outer islands in Fiji, the 
headmaster had taken an article from the Fiji 
Times (a national newspaper) about the Bible 
distribution and pinned it to the wall in his 
office as a reminder to pray that we would make 
it to his island and school. When we arrived at 
the school, the joy on his face was unbelievable. 
The headmaster of one large (1,400 students) 
Hindu secondary school shared his doubts that 
we could control and keep the high schoolers 
attention for the assembly. God truly anointed 
the meeting. The young people listened 
attentively and responded enthusiastically. 
God worked in a great way! The headmaster 
said he had never seen the children act so well 
and he insisted we stay to eat with him and talk 
about God. Only God could do these things! 

One of the first schools in Fiji to whom we 
gave Bibles was a large Hindu school. As we 
were assembling outside with the children 
sitting in chairs they had brought out of the 
classrooms, the clouds rolled in and it started 
to sprinkle. We began the meeting by asking 
God to show Himself strong by stopping the 
rain and holding it off until we were finished. 
God answered that prayer. The rain stopped 
until the last Bible was handed out! Many of the 
young people asked us to sign our names in the 
front of their Bibles. When I asked a national 
pastor why, he responded by saying they felt 
that they had seen a miracle and wanted to 
document what they had seen. Later that day 
we spoke to two of the high school students 
who had been in that school. When asked what 
they thought of receiving a Bible and watching 
the rain stop, the young lady stated, “Now I 
know that the Christian God is much more 
powerful than the Hindu gods because when 
you prayed your God answered.” Again, only 
God can do this. In a large Muslim school the 
headmaster said, “Please speak to the children; 
we are having many discipline problems and 
need a Christian pastor to help us!” 

In Fiji all of the workers wore special matching 
shirts to distinguish us and to promote the 
distribution. We told the children to come to 

us if they saw us anywhere in town or on the 
streets and let us know where they received 
their Bibles. Space is not available to tell all 
of the stories of the children and parents who 
came up to thank us for the gift of God’s Word. 
Once on the street in Fiji, a young grade school 
student was hiding behind his father. The 
father said his son was too shy to say anything 
but that he (dad) and the son wanted to thank 
the American Christians for the Bibles.  

Each Bible contained the plan of salvation in 
the front. We also asked the local missionaries 
or national Baptist churches to add their 
stamped address and contact numbers for 
follow-up. One of the great benefits was that 
the pastor was able to introduce his ministry 
to all of the young people during the assembly. 
When the Christian worker goes soul winning, 
he is no longer a total stranger to the families 
in his area. One day on the streets of Suva, the 
capital of Fiji, a young boy ran up to me and 
said, “Pastor, thanks, I have been reading the 
Baptist Bible you gave us.” He had seen the 
local Baptist church’s name and BIMI’s logo 
and thought it was a special “Baptist” Bible. 

One veteran missionary stated that in one 
day of school assemblies he spoke to more 
teenagers than he had been able to speak to in 
15 years of ministry! Other missionaries said 
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the Bible distribution has opened the door to 
many remote villages formerly closed to the 
preaching of the Gospel. During a Bible study 
with a chief ’s family in a remote village, I learned 
that we were allowed to be there because the 
chief ’s son had received a Bible from some of 
our men. We had been able to give 400 Bibles to 
the military men who were leaving for a peace-
keeping deployment in Syria. The chief ’s son 
had been one of these men. 

Why raise the funds and work at distributing 
Bibles to students and their teachers? Well, 
to hand a young person his own personal 
copy of God’s Word would simply be reason 
enough to have a Bible Project but there are 
multiple other advantages. It opens doors and 
opportunities that possibly would have never 
been available otherwise. How many Hindu 
or Muslim schools invite a Gospel-preacher 
to share their faith? It has been said that every 
Bible given out touches the lives of at least 
six to seven other lives! That is a pretty good 
investment in the future! This investment not 
only benefits now but also has eternal value 
and return.

A Bible Project also highlights a country in 
great need. The many workers who travel 
to the country to distribute the Bibles are 
permanently impacted with the need. God has 
used this experience to call many to full-time 
service in that country.

Please pray as God has opened the door in 
Papua New Guinea. We have the opportunity 
to distribute 2.17 million Bibles! The 
government has begged us to “Please help us 
put God and the Bible in our schools.” How 
can we not say yes? By God’s grace, we are 
working to raise the funds. We will be able to 
distribute as many Bibles as the funds allow. 
Please pray and give to help us fulfill this 
dynamic request.

You may not be able to personally place a 
Bible into the hands of a student, but by 
donating you are helping to supply a Bible for 
a young person who would probably never 
have his own copy. What a joy to one day in 
heaven meet multiple people touched by your 
donation! BIMI has set a goal to impact the 
entire country of Papua New Guinea and to 
fulfill their government’s request. The cost to 
print, ship, and distribute these Bibles is $3 
each. Will you personally ask God what part 
He would have you to do in this project?

If you have any questions, please contact me, 
Alan Brooks at alanb@bimi.org or call/text 
(423) 504-3132. If you would like to receive 
a free DVD concerning this project, just let 
me know. I would also love to come and share 
with your church what God is doing and what 
He will be able to do in the future with the 
help of your church. W


