
 Family Ministry As the daughter of a church planter, I have had many unique opportunities. 
One opportunity has been seeing God provide—from little needs and wants 
like food and clothing to big things like housing, vehicles, appliances, church 
buildings, vacations, and braces! On the deputation 
trail, we went to 26 states and saw many things like the 
Grand Canyon, Sequoia National Park, Sea World, and 
the Blue Hole in Arizona.

The Lord also gave the privilege of ministering to our 
Senators and State Representatives on Capitol Hill. 
Once a year, this event allows pastors from all over the 
country to come together and meet with our country’s 
legislators. One year my sister was able to go on the floor 
and vote with our senator.

A couple of years ago, the Lord called Dad to run for State 
Representative. Our parents told us and asked us to pray 
about it. He would not run for office if we were not 100 
percent on board. During a pastor’s conference in Highland, Arkansas, the 
Lord confirmed it in all our hearts. We were excited to serve alongside our 
parents in running the campaign. We basically lived out of our 15-passenger 
van—between continuing to serve in ministry and campaigning every day.

My parents have always made it a priority to spend quality time with each of 
us. I have had the security of knowing I am a priority over the ministry. One 
thing my parents have done is make sure we serve together. We live ministry 
together and we make it fun!

Whether we go to work with Dad or help with chores at home, it is not just 
my mom or dad running around doing everything. It enables us to be a 

family when we all work together. Home school has 
given me the opportunity to manage my time and 
serve in a greater capacity. The Lord has blessed us 
in more ways than I can write. We are just ordinary 
people, but if we surrender to Him, He can and will 
do extraordinary things with our lives!

— Lauren Caldwell

I am the oldest of seven children. When I was nine, we started traveling on 
deputation as a family. I remember when we started the church and all the homes 
we visited! Over the years as the church has grown, the Lord has taught me much 
on forgiveness and trust and dependence on Him.

I remember when we prayed for a church building and saw the Lord provide. It has 
been a growing time for our whole family, and I would not trade  the hard times for 

anything! We have seen the Lord provide in so many ways. 
I am thankful my parents took the time to point out the 
different areas where God had provided.

We knew no one when we moved into town, so we really 
drew close as a family. That was the best thing that could 
have happened. We have had people come and show interest. 
We have poured time and emotional energy into them. 
Many times we saw spiritual growth but were saddened 
to see them leave. My parents were quick to encourage us 
by saying that “When a builder builds a structure, he uses 
scaffolding to build it to a point, but once the project is 
finished, the scaffolding has to be taken down.” The same 
is true for people. Sometimes the Lord will bring them into 

our lives to help them and us reach new levels, and then He will move them on to 
other places. We learned that in order for the Lord to use us in the greatest capacity, 
we must be willing to let God lead them in the way He wants them to go.

One of the things the Lord has always done is send another family to encourage us 
in those hard times. He seems to send blessings most of the time in the shape of 
a friendly face or smile. For example, we have been blessed with the opportunity 
to serve together in our local veterans’ home by bringing a church service to those 
who are not able to attend their own churches. It is always refreshing to see their 
smiling faces, to hear the stories of what they have gone through for our freedom, 
and to see their joy and love for Christ. I have enjoyed working and serving 
alongside my parents, and the Lord has used difficult times when it was just our 
family to develop a desire to serve Him. Seeing the good times and bad has given 
me a look at life from a broader perspective. I have seen that we will have hard 
times and rather than focusing on the bad, we choose to look back on the good 

times and then forward to what the Lord has in store for the future.

— Kendra Caldwell
The Caldwell Family
Church Planters in Arkansas


