
by Ken Lalman

Starting an independent Baptist church has its 
challenges and even more so when one targets 
a specific group of people. My wife and I served 
in China for over 22 years, starting Chinese 
independent Baptist churches. We were asked 
by the Chinese government to leave China 
in 2016. The Lord led us to start a Chinese 
independent Baptist church in the Silicon 
Valley of Santa Clara, California. There are over 
100,000 Chinese in this area and over 600,000 
in the entire Bay area! We worked with an 
independent Baptist church who had Chinese 
people come to their services. They would 
eventually leave because their English was not 
good enough to understand the preaching. 
The Chinese liked the church, the pastor, and 
the church’s programs for their children, but 
it was difficult for them to understand all that 
was going on. Connecting with the other people 
proved difficult. 

As God opened the door for the start of a 
Chinese-speaking church, we ran into many 
challenges. One of the first was finding a place to 
meet! Silicon Valley property is like gold. Tech 

companies hire 
engineers and 
give them high salaries that cause the property 
values to skyrocket. If one is not in the tech 
industry, it is a real challenge to live here and 
meet living expenses. We knew that if the Lord 
was in it, He would help meet this need. A 
Christian businessman has allowed us to use 
his building for our Sunday and Wednesday 
services! God is so good! 

Another challenge that I did not realize until 
coming back to America is that sharing the 
Gospel with the Chinese people here is not 
so well received as it was in China. Being an 
American in China had its advantages because 
many would like to become a friend to get help 
to get to America. Those already in America 
have made it and do not need as much help. 
Many are well educated and have money. They 
feel their spiritual needs are met and they are 
not interested in coming to church or hearing 
the Gospel. It takes much time to visit and to 
become a friend to them. 

I praise the Lord for the people God has given 
us. One family who has been a real blessing 
is the Wang family. They had accepted Christ 
when they were in college in China. Through 
an independent Baptist Chinese pastor, 
the wife accepted Christ and then later her 
husband came to Christ. They have really been 
a help in going soul winning and helping with 
our church. 

Another family is the Ling family. They too 
received Christ in college before coming to 
America. They have a 7-year-old daughter 
who is going to a Christian school. Brother 
Ling was an orphan and yet God was with him. 
He heard the Gospel for the first time when 

he was 20 years old. Now he leads our singing 
and helps with our church services. His wife and 
daughter are a blessing as well. 

A lady who comes faithfully is Mrs. Zhao. She is 
94 years old and has been a Christian for over 80 
years. She has seen much persecution in China 
and has many stories and testimonies of how 
God led her and her family. Once as a young 
girl, she had to go through the woods to find her 
father who had been kidnapped by bandits. She 
was very courageous and told the bandits to let 
her father go and they released him to her. She 
has been a spiritual pillar in our church. 

Finally, I want to share about a young lady 
named Wendy. She is a little person. She came to 

know Christ in America at the English-speaking 
church, where a dear Filipino lady led her to the 
Lord. She went to the English classes for a while 
but was not able to truly connect with those 
around her. She and her dad started coming and 
I was able to lead her dad to the Lord. He had 
been a Catholic. He is helpful in checking my 
Chinese and correcting my sermons.

After a year, I am able to see the people beginning 
to come together. Starting a Chinese church in 
America is not without its challenges but it is 
also full of blessings!  W
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