
Where there is no vision, the 
people perish: but he that 
keepeth the law, happy is he 
(Proverbs 29:18). In the early 
years of BIMI, God gave a 
number of men a vision to reach 
the islands of the Caribbean 

with the Gospel. Ray Thompson went to St. 
Thomas, U.S. Virgin Islands, and established 
Calvary Baptist Church and Bluewater Bible 
College. Jim Cooper went to the Caicos 
Islands and planted a church. He then became 
burdened for Nassau, Bahamas, where he 
established New Testament Baptist Church and 
Bible Baptist Church. Freeman Goodge went to 
Anguilla. Jerry Johnson went to Antigua and 
planted Grace Baptist Church. Sam Chastain 
started Emanuel Baptist in St. Thomas. Bob 
Faile went to St. Martin and started Good News 
Baptist. Clifford Husky focused on Trinidad 
and Tobago and assisted Fundamental Baptist 
Mission of Trinidad. God used these men along 
with many other BIMI missionaries to plant 
churches throughout the islands. 

Throughout the past six decades, soul winning 
and church planting have been the priority of 
missionaries in the Caribbean. As churches 
were established, missionaries desired to have 
God-called national leadership to replace them 
so they could start more churches. Throughout 
the Caribbean, God raised up strong national 

leaders and over the years, most of those 
churches became autonomous. Many of the 
national leaders trained at Bluewater Bible 
College in St. Thomas. Others trained through 
systematic Bible institute programs. We praise 
the Lord for the legacy left by the first wave of 
pioneer missionaries. There is now a new wave 
of missionaries planting churches throughout 
the Caribbean.

Don and Bridgitt Dryden have been working 
in the area of Port-au-Paix, Haiti. Don has 
been instrumental in starting eight churches. 
A number of years ago a 5-year Bible institute 
was started and now Benji, Don’s son, is 
directing this ministry. This year they have 
145 men preparing to be pastors and lay 
workers. This ministry incorporates a number 
of national graduates who teach courses in 
satellite locations. National graduates are going 
into the interior to start new churches. 

On the other side of the island of Hispaniola 
is the Dominican Republic (DR). In 1994, Pat 
Creed became the Caribbean Director. He 
had a vision to reach the DR and encouraged 
a number of young men from Independent 
Baptist Church in Clinton, Maryland, to 
consider the need. As a result, Steve Sidler 
went to the DR to join Ronnie Autrey and 
Alexis Givans in Santo Domingo. There 
Resurrection Baptist Church and Emmanuel 

Baptist had been planted. Jerry Reece helped 
establish Resurrection Baptist Bible Institute 
that continues under the direction of Ronnie 
Autrey. Currently, over 75 national pastors 
have been trained at Resurrection Baptist.

Steve later felt God leading him to the 
Quitosueno area west of Santo Domingo. 
Mount Calvary Baptist Church was established 
along with a Bible institute. There are five new 
church plants as a result of Mount Calvary 
Baptist Bible Institute. Joy Wesson, wife of 
the late Josh Wesson, and family are laboring 
with the deaf. Sara Fish is on deputation and 
planning to help Joy with the deaf. 

Also in Santo Domingo, Michael and Anna 
Doering are serving at Grace and Truth Baptist 
Church. God has given them the opportunity 
to disciple many young people. They have been 
instrumental in starting a mission in an area 
where there is a pocket of Haitians. God is 
richly blessing this ministry.

Alexis Givans started Emmanuel Baptist in 
Las Habitaciones. The church is located in the 
center of around 250,000 people east of Santo 
Domingo. A Bible institute has been started 
there also. This church is reaching out into the 
country (campo) to start new churches. Their 
outreach has reached some towns as far as the 
north coast. 

Our BIMI missionaries have been praying that 
God will allow us to see the northern shore 
evangelized. God began answering our prayers. 
In recent years BIMI missionaries have started 
churches in the northern area of the DR. Erik 
Johnson planted Truth Baptist Church in San 
Francisco de Marcoris. Out of that church two 

other churches have been started with national 
pastors in the area of San Francisco. Truth 
Baptist is also assisting several other national 
pastors in the campo near their city.

A couple of years ago, Chad Pape and Jeffri 
Polanco started a storefront church in the city 
of Nagua. North Shore Baptist Church has 
already outgrown the building. In December, 
God provided a much larger and better-located 
facility. Souls are being saved and God is using 
Jeffri and Pamela in this new work. Jeffri 
recently shared that they are canvasing the 
entire city and putting a copy of Romans with 
the Roman’s Road in every home. 

Last year (June 2019) we were able to ship 
750,000 Romans booklets and 1 million tracts 
in Spanish into the DR. In spite of the shipping 
agent tampering with our documents and the 
port authority charging unbelievable wharf 
fees and taxes, God intervened through the 
President of the DR who exonerated all fees and 
taxes. Now fundamental Baptist missionaries 
have access to these booklets and tracts.

John and Rebecca Tinkle have finished 
their language preparation and will soon be 
joining the Polancos in Nagua. The Covid-19 
quarantine has delayed their departure. 

It is exciting to see new missionaries go to the 
field. A couple of years ago, Paul and Amy 
Valles arrived on the island of North Caicos 
with their family. The Valles are the first BIMI 
missionaries to serve in the area of North 
Caicos. God is using this family.

On the island of St. Lucia, Wes and Faith Ann 
Bartley began a ministry in Denne. The Bartleys 
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have a unique ministry with the youth. Whosoever 
Baptist Church has grown and now they are 
modifying the building to provide more space. 
Recently, Wes started another ministry in Derriere. 
God is blessing and they are seeing souls saved.

Further south in the West Indies lies the group of 
islands called the Grenadines. Joseph and Donna 
Childers have focused on Grenville, the second 
largest town in Grenada. Recently, the church was 
able to purchase land and build a building. Coco 
Chan has joined their team. God has opened 
opportunities to teach the Bible in schools and the 
juvenile detention center. Lighthouse Baptist also 
has a Bible institute and several young men are 
preparing to serve the Lord. 

Just north of Venezuela is the island of Trinidad. 
John and Brenda Gossett have been there for several 
terms. On their first term, they were able to see 
Trinity Baptist Church in Arima grow. God raised 
up Keith Lovelace to be the national pastor. The 
Gossetts then went over to Amazing Grace Baptist 
Church. After a term, God provided a wonderful 
national pastor to lead that church. John and 
Brenda went out to an area called Sangre Grande 
to start a new work. This area is a stronghold of 
Hinduism, but they are seeing God answer prayer. 
Several have been saved and are faithful. About 
a year ago, an independent Baptist missionary 
passed away and John felt led to help his church. 
This means the Gossetts are serving two churches 
at one time. Trinidad has tightened its immigration 
policies. Pray that those policies will be relaxed and 
we can see more missionaries entering Trinidad.

For years we have been praying that BIMI might 
have a missionary in one of the French islands. 
This year, Jeremy and Mattie Benbrooks received 
their visas for the island of Martinique. They are 
the first independent Baptist missionaries to be 
located in Martinique in several decades. Please 

pray for them as they seek God’s direction in 
finding a location to start a new church.

The island most eastward in the West Indies 
is Barbados. After serving in Nigeria, Robert 
and Rhoda Smith relocated to this island. They 
established St. Philip’s Independent Baptist Church. 
Until last year. they met in an old industrial school. 
The Lord has provided a building and land that are 
well suited for the church. God has been good to 
meet the need of the church, and our missionaries 
are seeing much fruit for their labor. 

Back in the early 1970s, Al Snyder, manager; Rolen 
Cornelius, assistant manager; and Curtis Waite, 
engineer, moved to Antigua to build Caribbean 
Radio Lighthouse (CRL). God provided for this 
unique Christian radio station. Over the years, 
CRL continues to present consistent biblical truth 
and godly music. Jerry Baker and his wife joined 
the staff in 1979 and served there until Nathan 
and Renee Owens arrived in 2010. CRL provides 
English and Spanish 24-hour broadcasts via AM 
and FM. During hurricanes or times of distress, 
CRL is sending out the good news of the Gospel. 
Several months ago, a woman who was about to 
commit suicide called the station. She did not want 
any visits, but the staff wisely prayed with her over 
the telephone. She made a commitment to call the 
staff the following morning for a special time of 
prayer again. This continued for several weeks. 
Today, she has a wonderful testimony of salvation 
and spiritual growth because of CRL. Now she 
goes around to have prayer with those who are 
depressed and she encourages them to listen to 
CRL, where she found encouragement to live.

Although this is only a snippet of all the BIMI works 
in the Caribbean, we rejoice in what God is doing. 
It is our joy to serve the King of kings, and Lord of 
lords as a family of missionaries. Please pray for God’s 
continued guidance and for more laborers to help us 
in the Caribbean and West Indies. W


