
When our family felt the call of God to surrender 
to the field of Cambodia, we could have never 
imagined the scope of ministry He would 
entrust to our care. Through His providence, 
God had allowed us to enjoy 
19 years of fruitful ministry in 
the States amongst Cambodian 
refugees in the Midwest as well 
as Southern California prior 
to arriving in Cambodia in 
2005. However, once we arrived 
on the foreign field, we soon 
discovered the culture was much 
more intense than what we had previously 
experienced while serving in the States. It 
was immediately apparent that the practice 
of ancestral worship as well as pressure from 
the Buddhist and Muslim leaders to conform 
to the community norm would be formidable 
foes seeking to prevent the lost from coming to 
Christ. We took comfort in Matthew 28:19–20 
and believed that Jesus’ promise to be with us 
was as certain as His command to go!

When we planted our present church, we began 
with a small group of five teenage young men and 
a couple of ladies whom we had won to Christ. I 
remember negotiating with our landlord for the 
right to hold church services in the living room 

of our rented home. He was concerned that his 
house would be flooded with strangers coming 
and going but we assured him that we did not 
foresee the church ever growing larger than 30 

people at the most. That sounded 
reasonable to him since the only 
type of Christian he had met was 
a “rice-Christian”—someone who 
attends church long enough to 
get whatever physical help the 
church is providing without ever 
truly turning to God from idols 
(1 Thessalonians 1:9). Over the 

past several years, God has blessed His work 
far beyond our abilities and faithfulness. As we 
contemplate the hundreds of Buddhist, Muslim, 
and Animist folks who have trusted Christ 
and who are living faithfully for the Lord, we 
are reminded of the words of Christ when He 
promised Peter in Matthew 16:18, I will build 
my church; and the gates of hell shall not prevail 
against it. How prone we are to overestimate 
our own role on the mission field while at the 
same time to underestimate the awesome plan 
God intends to bring to fulfillment through the 
power of the Gospel as it is preached to those 
whose hearts and minds are blinded by the god 
of this world. 
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We are privileged to lead a team of missionaries 
who were reached with the Gospel in our home 
church in Long Beach, California. We could 
have never imagined that some of the junior 
high Cambodian young people whom God 
allowed us and others to impact from 1990–
2003 would one day grow up, marry each other, 
graduate from Bible college, recognize the call 
of God upon their lives to return to the country 
where their parents had fled from the Khmer 
Rouge Communist regime some 25 years 
earlier, successfully complete the sometimes 
grueling ministry of deputation, and then one 
day serve together with us here in Cambodia! 

I clearly remember Dr. Don Sisk coming to 
preach at our home church in Long Beach 
back around 1991 and challenging my pastor, 
Dr. Joe Esposito, and our leaders with his 
conviction that God would one day call 
Cambodian-Americans to the mission field 
from our very own church. I thank God for 
the insight God gave him and for his loving 
but firm admonition to obey the command 
to not just win souls locally but to develop a 
biblical missions ministry in the local church 
that supported missionaries all around the 
world while at the same time anticipated the 
day when God would one day call our own 
members to the foreign field. God has truly 
blended together a team of national believers 
with these co-laborers from our home church 
who have known each other for over two 
decades and who are knit together with us 
in love and the common purpose to glorify 
Christ by making His name known in some 

of the most spiritually dark places in the 10/40 
Window. 

Though we were content to simply rent facilities 
for our church services and various ministries, 
we began to realize that once our lease was up 
it was likely that our rent was going to double. 
As we began looking around for facilities that 
would accommodate our young church, it was 
evident we were being squeezed out of the 
rapidly rising Phnom Penh rental market. In 
August 2019 after meeting with a supporting 
pastor and great friend who came to visit us 
here on the field, we came to the conviction 
that God would have us to purchase land and 
build our own building. 

After looking at several properties downtown, 
we realized that unless God miraculously 
provided, there would be no way for us to 
purchase a plot of land let alone build a 
building. We began looking at property that 
was somewhat more affordable at the edge of 
town. Though it would require our people to 
travel one hour each way to get to church, it 
seemed that God was leading us to purchase 
the property. We placed a down payment of 
$10,000 from money our church had saved for 
land and were given 60 days to come up with 
the remaining balance. Our faith was about 
to be tested as well as strengthened in ways 
we could have never anticipated! Through 
generous friends and local churches in the 
States, we were able to pay off the balance of 
$75,000 well before the deadline! Then came 
the challenge of building a building on the .4 
acre plot of land the Lord had provided.
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The greatest blessing of our lives has been to 
see the way the Lord has provided for the needs 
of our building project through the sacrificial 
giving of our members here in Cambodia as 
well as through the generous gifts of God’s 
people abroad. Over the past 14 months we 
have been so encouraged by supporting pastors 
and friends who have helped to provide for 
building materials and supplies that have 
enabled us to complete the building debt free. 
Truly, God has strengthened our faith and 
conviction that He desires to continue to use 
our local church here on the field as well as the 
churches that have been planted through our 
local church to win souls, make disciples, and 
train the next generation to reach this part of 
the world with the Gospel!

Since we began our building project, we have 
been greatly encouraged to see the faith and 

dedication of so many of the nationals who 
have been saved through the work here in 
Cambodia. Their desire to center their family 
life around the life of their local church has 
been such a blessing. We have had a number of 
families purchase their own plots of land and 
build homes right across the street from our 
new facilities. We currently have nearly 80 of 
our members living within a stone’s throw of 
our new building. We have to believe that God 
desires for Pacific Baptist Church of Cambodia 
to shine brightly in this dark and hopeless part 
of the world. Would you please pray for us to 
have the power of God as we strive to be salt 
and light while we lovingly establish bridge-
building relationships with the lost among 
the Khmer, Cham, and Kuy people groups—
believing they will be won to Christ? W
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