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Just Do It!
By John Ridings

I just wanted to mention a few things about the way I have trained nationals and put 
men in leadership. Each missionary has his own methods of training that works for 
his country, culture, and people. For me and the fields where I have labored, I have 
found that after a young man has surrendered to preach or to full-time service, it 
is best to give him an opportunity to just do it!  There does have to be some training in what to do and 
what not to do. I train men by example, through study, with books, and by one-on-one.

Oftentimes, a missionary will not let his national “in training” teach or preach on a regular basis due to 
the fact that he just does not know what to do and he may make a lot of mistakes. However, on many 
occasions, the national can do a better job due to the culture, language, and acceptance of the people.

Holding Forth the Faithful Word
By Dan Guider

Baptist International Bible Institute (BIBI) was founded in Atlanta, Georgia, in 1985 by Dr. Grant 
Carter and Pastor Dan Tibbs for the purpose of training inner-city church planters and church 
leaders in Black America. In 1989 I became the Director after 13 years in the West Indies, the 
last seven years teaching at Bluewater Bible College. It was there I saw the great need for training 
church planters and pastors. 

BIBI has now trained hundreds of preachers, missionaries, evangelists, and Sunday school teachers. 
Well over 50 graduates of the institute have planted or restarted fundamental, Bible-preaching 
Baptist churches. Also, almost 100 graduates are now assistant  pastors and church leaders, in 
addition to over 200 others who are Sunday school teachers, deacons, and children’s workers.

This last year was especially challenging when it looked as though BIBI would close for a year 
due to COVID-19 concerns. The student body was totally against in-person classes. We were met 
with a problem but God provided the answer. We began the September semester online using the 
GoToMeeting platform and it proved to be more than successful to meet the local students’ needs. 
The great surprise and blessing is that we enrolled three new students outside of the Atlanta area: 
one in Nashville, Tennessee, one in Centre, Alabama, and one in middle Georgia. 

The next semester begins in September 2021.  
Our plan is to have in-person classes at 
BIBI. We will continue online classes 
with GoToMeeting, and we plan to 
stream on Facebook and YouTube.   
We can now enroll students from 
anywhere in the world!   After 36 years 
of Holding Forth the Faithful Word, we 
begin a new and an exciting adventure. 
To God be the Glory!   What began 
as an insurmountable problem that 
threatened to close BIBI has become 
a shower of blessing with so many 
opportunities and possibilities. 

How COVID-19 Expanded
Our Training Ministry!

By Adam Fridenstine

God is so good to have entrusted us with the Emmanuel Baptist 
Theological Seminary in Cojutepeque, El Salvador. We started in 
May 2012 with the help of West Coast Baptist College and Pastor 
Paul Chappell with just four to six students per class. From the 
beginning, we have used an intensive format. Every other month 
there is a week-long class, one in the morning and one in the 
afternoon, covering two classes per week. This very intensive 
schedule has allowed those in other parts of the country and even 
neighboring Central American countries to travel over and attend a 
week of Bible teaching. Most of the time, teachers come from all over 
the United States and Central America. This allows the students to have a well-rounded education 
by hearing from a variety of godly men with different personalities and valuable experiences. We 
have already sent 11 four-year graduates into the harvest and have 50–70 students working actively 
to complete the program. God is doing great things.

The year 2020 changed our plan. Guest speakers could not fly in and students could not meet 
together, but, we stopped nothing! We moved to an online format and have been able to have even 
more students whose work schedule hindered them with the in-person format. The teaching is solid 
and the learning and application are being put to practice by the students. As we continue in 2021, 
we hope to maintain both the in-person and online classes with a large graduation this summer. 

“Pray ye therefore the Lord of the harvest, that he will send forth labourers into his harvest.”
Matthew 9:38

I have found in Juárez, Mexico, that giving men a chance to practice encourages them to grow 
beyond the normal church member. As a result, it works out well for nationals teaching and preach-
ing to nationals! I am not against Bible institutes, etc. I have tried several avenues in the ministry of 
training men and the one above seems to work best for me.

Out of the churches where I have served, there are men who have been preaching, pastoring, and 
doing missionary work for over 20 years! To God be the Glory!

Editor’s Note: Brother John Ridings is a decorated Vietnam veteran and has served in missions in 
church planting since 1972 in Peru, the United States, and Mexico. He has buried two wives and a 
daughter on the mission field. 
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