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The key to long-term church planting efforts on 
the mission field lies in the training of national 
pastors. Sufficiently trained national pastors 
are what allows for autonomy for churches 
started by missionaries. As well, national 
missionaries involved in the church planting 
effort will multiply the number of churches 
planted. It is thrilling to see how the Lord uses 
nationals in these ways.
When the Fundamental Baptist Church of 
Bingerville, Ivory Coast, opened in June 2000, 
one of its first visitors was a teenager named 
Toussaint COULIBALY (koo-lee-bah-lee). 
Toussaint accepted Christ in the first few 
months of the church’s life and immediately 
began working with the children’s ministry.
Toussaint’s testimony resulted in the salvation of 
his father, Sapané (Sah-pah-nay) COULIBALY. 
Sapané had become an alcoholic and had lost 
his job at age 47. Holy Spirit conviction as well 
as a clear testimony from family members 
brought him to Christ. He was baptized into 
the membership of the Bingerville church.
At that time, I was teaching classes at our Bible 
institute in Anyama, located about an hour and 
15 minutes from Bingerville. I began teaching 
those same classes at our church in Bingerville. 
Sapané immediately enrolled and began 

ministerial training. He did not mention to me 
at that time that he felt the Lord directing him 
back to his village to start a church there.
When I opened another Bible institute in Grand 
Bassam in 2003, Sapané enrolled there and 
continued his training. His work in those two 
Bible institutes resulted in four years of Bible 
training. In 2005, he began an internship at our 
Bingerville church where he was instrumental 
in the pastoral, medical, and village ministries. 
Although he was among the oldest in our 
church at that time, he was certainly one of the 
humblest and wisest of our members. His work 
in our church was invaluable and his insight 
and advice were extremely helpful to me.
In March 2008, Sapané had arranged for us 
to travel to his village in the far north of the 
country to preach at his father’s funeral. 
Zanapledougou (zah-nah-play-doo-goo) is 
450 miles north of Abidjan. The trip entailed 
travel through rebel territory and the Lord 
allowed us to arrive safely. There where 60 
people who accepted Christ by faith after two 
hours of preaching on Thursday evening and 
then Friday evening. The village chief asked 
us to appoint a missionary to lead these new 
converts, and the village gave us land for a 
church building.

We returned to Bingerville and presented the 
opportunity to our church. The Bingerville 
church voted to plant this church in the 
village of Zanapledougou. Since Sapané had 
completed institute training, a three-year 
internship, and had demonstrated to the 
Bingerville church that God had given him the 
talents and abilities necessary to pastor, our 
church voted to authorize Sapané to move back 
to his village and begin the work of planting 
the church. At that point, he was 55 years old.
The Zanapledougou (Zanaple) church opened 
in January 2009. The following year we had a 
groundbreaking ceremony there where many 
chiefs and visitors came from surrounding 
villages. With time, the Zanaple church began 
reaching out to nearby villages, including 
Mambiadougou and Léraba, to bring the 
Gospel to those villages. Every time I would 
visit with the Zanaple church, Sapané would 
wear me out going from work to work, even 
though he was ten years older than I.
Throughout our fifth and sixth terms, Sapané 
began attending seminary classes at our 
seminary where he took graduate classes. He 
continued his pastorate at the Zanaple church 
and continued to oversee its growth and 
ministries. It became remarkably clear that the 
institute training and internship experience 
that Sapané had received had been put to good 
use. Under the authority of the Bingerville 
church, Sapané was bringing the Zanaple 
church along to eventual autonomy.
As we prepared for our return to the field for 
our sixth term, we received the sad news that 
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Sapané had fallen ill to cancer. It took him 
quickly. He passed away and was buried before 
we could return to the field. This has been a 
crushing blow for me on many different levels. 
It is extremely difficult for me to see to the 
continuing of the work there without him.
Yet, I traveled to Zanapledougou for the first 
time since our return the third weekend 
of April this year. The chief of the village is 
emphatic about our continuing the church. We 
still have our land and building, and we are still 
welcome to evangelize as we wish. We met with 
the church and began the plan for continuing 
without Sapané. It was so evident to me how 
the Lord had used Sapané to evangelize this 
village and plant a church there. He will forever 
be remembered among our people.
Pray for us as we continue the Zanaple work 
that the Lord would supply a new pastor. We 
need someone who is capable for the task, 
who has received the necessary institute 
training and internship 
experience as Sapané 
did, and who can work 
with the people in their 
language and culture.
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