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Mark 16:15 states: And he said unto them, Go 
ye into all the world, and preach the gospel to 
every creature.

How can we go into all the world and preach 
the Gospel to every person?  At face value, it 
seems like an impossible task. However, we 
have a God who can do the impossible. This 
command is a work we cannot do alone; 

therefore, we are to support the missions 
program of our church to help fulfill this task 
of reaching a lost and dying world with the 
Gospel. 

We have been missionaries in Uganda, East 
Africa, for 25 years. During this time, the Lord 
has allowed us to see many people saved and to 
start multiple churches as well as a Christian 
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school and Bible college. Our desire is to reach the multitudes with the Gospel and to see hundreds 
of churches started. However, we cannot do this on our own. This is why we work together with 
other missionaries and national pastors to train Christian leaders through the Bible college. We 
are currently training men and women from Uganda, Rwanda, and the Democratic Republic of 

Congo. We plan to start a second Bible college next year in 
Northern Uganda to train people from South Sudan.

One of the reasons we need to train national leadership is the 
multiplicity of languages. In just the few countries mentioned, 
there are about 200 different languages and as many different 
tribes and cultures. I know people who can speak four or 
five languages, but I do not know of anyone who can speak 
200 or more languages!  Thus, it is essential for us to train 
leaders from the different countries where we minister. 

In Uganda, there are multiple tribes in the surrounding 
countries that not only have different languages but also 
have their own customs and/or culture. It takes time for 
a foreigner (missionary) to learn a new language and 
culture. This is especially challenging when there are 55 
different tribes and languages in one country!  How can 
we reach this country with the Gospel when we struggle 
to speak just one of the languages? The solution is to 
train national leadership. Many of the people of Uganda 
as well as ones from the surrounding countries speak 
three or four different tribal languages and are familiar 
with the customs too. So, by training national leaders, we 
can reach more people with the Gospel.

A good example is Pastor Sadock who is from Rwanda. 
He escaped to Uganda during the Rwandan genocide. 
Tragically, as he was escaping, his brother was shot and 
killed right beside him. Years later, Sadock came to visit 
our church in Kampala, Uganda. He got saved and was 
one of the first graduates from East Africa Baptist College. 
Pastor Sadock worked with us as an assistant pastor and 
taught in the Bible college. Then after about a year, he said 
God was calling him back to Rwanda to minister to his own 

people. This meant he was going back to witness and 
minister to some of the people who may have been 
the ones who killed his brother and who had tried to 
kill him. We talked for some time, and he said that 
he understood this, yet God was calling him to go. 

Pastor Sadock has been back in Rwanda for several 
years now. He did not have to go to language school 
nor struggle to learn the culture. He already knows 
the culture and speaks several of the languages. He 
was able to get directly into ministry by starting 
Bible studies and preaching points. He has also 
been buying time on a radio station and preaching 
the Gospel. It was through his radio ministry that 
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he led John to the Lord. He then trained John in 
the ministry, and they started a preaching point 
in John’s village.

In November 2019, Pastor Sadock invited me 
to come and preach the Charter Service for 
their first church in Rwanda. The pastor of this 
church is John. My wife and I were amazed to 
look out over the crowd of about 250 people and 
realize that this was fruit from the ministry of 
training national leaders. God helped us train 
a man who in turn trained another! There were 
several saved and baptized at that service, and 
over 70 adults signed the charter and became 
members of the church. 

After that service, Pastor Sadock showed us 
a location in the capital city of Kigali where 
he will soon start another church. There are 
several other places around the country where 
they are preparing to start new church plants. 

It is very difficult for a foreign missionary to 
go to Rwanda because the government mainly 
wants businessmen to come to their country. 
However, Pastor Sadock was able to go and 
preach in Rwanda because that is his home 
country. Because we trained national leaders, 
we now have churches in Rwanda! 

Our national leaders plan to start a training 
center in Rwanda to train more leaders, and 
they also plan to start a radio station. Pastor 
Sadock turned in paperwork to the government, 

and we now have permission to “legally” start 
Baptist churches in Rwanda. This may even 
make it easier for foreign missionaries to come 
into the country. This is all being made possible 
because of training national leaders. 

What seemed like an impossible task of going 
into all the world to preach the Gospel now 
seems possible!  We can make a difference by 
following the Biblical examples of winning 
souls, giving to missions, and training 
national leaders. 
Editor’s note: The Pridgen’s daughter, Jennifer Bundy, 
was one of the new missionaries accepted during the 
2021 Candidate School (see pages 18–19).
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