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THE STATE OF TRAINING
IN SOUTHEAST ASIA

25+ YEARS AS A MISSIONARY
By Thomas Kane

% of Christian Population in this Area

After a major military operation, an after-
action report shows successes and failures and 
shows where improvements are needed. If we 
consider the evangelization of India as a major 
operation, then we should be able to look back 
and see successes and failures and to see where 
improvements are needed. The concentration 
of this article is on India and an unnamed 
country but should have application across 
Southeast Asia (SEA). 

There are many Bible institutes, colleges, and 
seminaries across India and the unnamed 
country. Many provide a free education with 
no cost to the students for tuition, books, food, 
and housing. Surely, this type of evangelization 
operation should show great success. 

This is the big picture, the strategic picture, but 
we also need to look at the tactical situation 
as well. This is where the individual fights the 
battle. 

The Strategic Situation
(A view of missions from an overall perspective)

The history of Christianity in India begins in 
52 A.D. when the Apostle Thomas is believed 
to have arrived in the country. For the purpose 

of this article, we will start in 1881 and move 
forward. 

The percentage of the population that was 
Christian in India in 1881 was 0.7 percent. 
The chart below shows the percentage of the 
Christian population in India up to 2021 and 
is based on each subsequent ten-year census. 

Two and three-tenths percent of the current 
population of India equates to around 32 
million Christians in India. As a comparison, 
in the United States around 45 percent of 
the population claims to be Christian (167 
million). In contrast to the percentage of 
Christians, Hindus make up 80 percent of the 
population and Muslims make up 14 percent 
of the population. 

These percentages tell part of the story but there 
are other factors that explain more about the 
static and declining numbers. Many Christians 
in India hold beliefs and engage in practices 
not traditionally linked with Christianity. 

The Percentage of Christians in India who
1. believe in Karma (the belief in fate) is 54%; 
2. believe in the Ganges River (its purifying 

power) is 32 percent;
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3. believe in Reincarnation (the rebirth 
of a soul) is 29 percent; 

4. celebrate Holi (a Hindu festival for 
Krishna) is 25 percent; and 

5. wear a Bindi (a decorative mark worn by 
Indian women) is 22 percent. 

Indian churches most often identify with lower 
castes and poor people. Lower-caste Christians 
are more likely to believe in
1. Evil Spirits—51 percent,  
2. Dark Magic, witchcraft—28 percent, and
3. Evil Eye—33 percent (a superstitious 

curse or legend, believed to be cast by a 
malevolent glare). 

From a strategic view, things are not going well. 
It could be said that the state of Christianity all 
over the world is not going well. In a striking 
comparison, the percentage of Hindus in the 
country is dropping as well. 

The Strategic Needs of India
and the Unnamed Country

Most countries in SEA are filled with many 
forms of contrasts and contradictions. In the 
midst of all these contradictions, there are 
several strategic needs of the country. 

1. One-third of the unreached people groups 
of the world are in India.

2. Many Indians will go their entire lives 
without hearing the truth of Christ.

3. One-half of the population never finish 
school.

4. One-fourth of the population cannot read 
or write.

5. India has 18 major languages and 1,600+ 
dialects (many without the preserved Word 
of God).

6. Christ is seen as a “foreigner’s” God.
7. There are few ministries for the disabled.
8. Certain areas have great persecution against 

Christians.
9. Christians are excluded from many of the 

social services available to Hindus.
10. Education is many times rote memorization 

rather than critical thinking. 
11. There is much corruption and black money.
12. Women, not men, are the spiritual heads of 

the households.

How can we reach India and the unnamed 
country? Strategically—we cannot—only God 
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can do that. This leaves us with another option. 
We must reach the individuals of India tactically. 

The Tactical Situation
(A view of missions from an individual perspective)

Reaching India tactically means reaching 
individuals one at a time. An effective 
missionary disciples the people he reaches, 
and part of that discipleship is teaching these 
folks how to win souls. However, if I do not 
have a church for them to become a member 
of, my soul-winning efforts are somewhat 
shortsighted and incomplete. And how shall 
they preach, except they be sent? (That is, except 
they are divinely commissioned and sent forth 
by God) as it is written, How beautiful are the 
feet of them that preach the gospel of peace, 
and bring glad tidings of good things (Romans 
10:15)!  Therefore, for a church to be started, 
and hopefully under the leadership of a 
national pastor, one must have preachers—not 
foreign preachers but native preachers.

A missionary can use Paul’s tried-and-true 
method as shown in 2 Timothy 2:2: And the 
things that thou hast heard of me among many 
witnesses, the same commit thou to faithful 
men, who shall be able to teach others also. If 
done well and done faithfully, one can reap 
great fruit. I have used and continue to use this 
method with great success. 

There is another method being reported on 
by SEA missionaries in this series of BIMI 
World articles. That is the establishment 
of doctrinally sound Bible institutes, Bible 
colleges, and seminaries. 

There are some issues in establishing Bible 
training institutions: 
1. Obtaining permission to open a school 
2. Getting qualified students—prospective 

students having other reasons for wanting 
to receive a Bible education than being 
called of God to be a preacher

3. Acquiring funding, initial and residual—
schools unable to pay for themselves and 
tuition not covering the costs 

4. Finding qualified teachers—a person who 
can teach in the heart language or has the 
ability to teach through an interpreter 

5. Having access to training materials—
culturally applicable and Biblically sound 
in their heart language

6. Having resources to sustain during lean 
years

7. Training the trainers’ schools (seminaries) 
needed 

8. Teaching village preachers as well as city 
preachers 

9. Recognizing that cults and other ministries 
may try to capitalize on your successes 
(usually better equipped and better funded) 

10. Training wives for sustainable income 
producing jobs—key in helping a national 
pastor succeed 

As you read through the other articles about 
various training efforts of nationals, please 
keep the strategic and the tactical information 
in your mind. There are great needs in all of 
SEA. Now is not the time to stop our efforts. 
Please continue to pray and support missionary 
efforts in SEA in training others as Paul did in 
2 Timothy 2:2. W


