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Praises 
 Brittany’s Residency 

Approved 

 New faithful attendees 

 Profitable meetings 

 New School year began 

 

Prayer Requests 
 Souls to be Saved 

 Keeping our Freedoms Free 

 Citizenship approval 

 Families to return  

 School exemption 

 House renovation 

 Upcoming move 

 

 

Contact Details 
Cell: +6421-234-4358 

Email: 

logan.bankston@gmail.com 

 

Sending Church 
Harvest Baptist Church 

702 Main St., Palmerston North 

Manawatu, 4414 

New Zealand 

 

Support Address 
Baptist International Missions, 

Inc. 

Account #1612 

P.O. Box 9 – Harrison, TN 

37341 

(423) 344-5050 

www.bimi.org 

 

 

July 

This July, our church joined two other churches for a week of family camp. We 

were blessed to have one family from our church join us for the trip. The 

preaching and fellowship were amazing. Unfortunately, the last day of camp, 

many people became ill with a stomach bug. Logan and Ella suffered the worst 

of our family, and thankfully, none of the others were as bad. The family that 

joined us from our church came from a very Pentecostal background, and during 

camp, the sickness event brought on a teachable moment with the father, who 

had a very strong belief about the connection between the sickness we 

experienced and our faith. While the teaching moment was an opportunity for 

the Lord to work in the father’s life, the seeds planted have yet to sprout. Please 

pray that the Lord works in this family to bring them back to our church, so they 

can continue to grow closer to the Lord.  

August 

In August, Ella was finally able to complete all of her first grade work. We 

were very far behind because her books and papers were stuck in the shipping 

container from November till the end of March. She worked very hard and was 

doing double work for a very long time (especially for a seven year old!). We 

are proud that she was able to finish in time, and she has happily begun second 

grade.  

 

We also had a new couple join our church attendees during this month. They 

travel over the mountains to come to church each week, and have become very 

faithful in attendance. We are excited they are with us, and look forward to 

their continued service as they become more involved in our church.  

 

Despite this encouraging news, we have been dealing with some serious 

doctrinal issues that have repeatedly needed to be addressed. Many people that 

find our church have come from places that had different standards regarding 

the Bible versions they used, different music standards, or places that speak in 

tongues or do holy healings in services. Because we have chosen to take a 

stand on these issues – KJV only Bible, music that we believe pleases the Lord 

(no heavy beats, worldly themes, etc.), and no extra-biblical practices – we 

have had several families choose to not return. Please pray that the Lord works 

in their hearts to help them understand that following God’s Word is better than 

pleasing the flesh.   

September 

During September, we praise the Lord for allowing us to receive word that 

Brittany’s residency visa has finally been approved. We waited 7 long months to 

hear back from the visa offices, and received a wonderful answer. Thank you so 

much for all your prayers for that to go smoothly. We are so excited for the 

results, and are already working towards the steps for citizenship, making it as 

easy for her to enter and exit the country as it is for the rest of our family.   

With Ella completing first grade and beginning second grade, our second child, 

Emma, also began Kindergarten. While we are excited that our girls are able to 

home school, we would ask that you pray for their public school exemption 

applications to be approved. If they are not approved, we will be forced to send 

them to a public or private school in the area, and we do not believe that is what 

the Lord wants for our family at this time.  

Brittany (and baby Fisher) had the opportunity to attend a ladies retreat hosted by 

a church seven hours north of us at the end of September. They were joined by a 
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mother and daughter from our church. They all had a wonderful time of fellowship and challenges from God’s Word, 

and came back spiritually refreshed.  

 

Lastly, we would like to share with you a quick update on our living 

quarters. We are currently still caring for the Judd’s house until their 

return in November, but while we wait, we are still preparing the house 

for us to move into upon their arrival. Our “new” house is 100 years old, 

so it needs a little bit of remodelling to pass inspection, but my father’s 

background in construction has been a huge blessing when he has been 

able to come to help me do the biggest repairs. God is blessing in 

helping us find the things we need to make the house ready. We will 

continue to work on the house for the next few weeks, and look forward 

to settling in just in time for summer to begin!  

 

Thank you for your prayers and support of our family!  

 

-The Bankstons 

 

 

  


