
 
 
 

 

 

 

“Be still, and know that I am God: I will be exalted among the heathen, I will be exalted in the earth.” Psalm 46:10

Dear Pastors, Friends, and Co-Laborers, 
 

I trust the Lord has blessed you with grace and mercy, thus 
far, into the New Year. 2023 means “new”, unchartered territories, 
for our family. We celebrated the New Year back in Sumter, SC after 
a 3-day journey from California, (2,482 miles). God has been so 
GOOD! During the first three weeks in January, we were notified 
of 5-yes-5 new supporting churches! With that, we are pleased to 
announce we are fully supported. We praise GOD! But this couldn’t 
be possible without your prayers and sacrificial giving. 

We FINISHED our deputation travels in Florida and 
finally Pennsylvania. Our last meeting was with Pastor Baggett, from Cornerstone Baptist 
Church. It was special to have ended the deputation journey at our BIMI Military Director’s 
sons church and the giving of God’s people. They showered us with love and gifts, while 

also meeting a need for the baby.  

The Lord gave us an opportunity to 
fly to El Salvador to visit Erika’s native 
country. This was the first time she had been 
there since coming to the U.S. at the age of 
two. We were blessed to meet many family 
members but also to meet missionaries in Santa Ana, the Gonzalez 
family. We were encouraged by what the Lord has done over 
DECADES of faithfulness. 

Upon our return, we prepared for our visa interview on February 
7th. Document after document was printed and copied, applications filled 
out and signed, and off we went to Miami, FL. With great anticipation we 

waited in line to see the consulate representative: 
To be informed we were missing a document. He 
also informed us we could not apply as a family and 
the kids would only be taken after our religious 
visas were approved. Both requirements were new 

to us, as this has not been required in the past. We felt as Sophia did when 
she was 3 (picture on the right), as if our ice cream fell out its cone. But 
GOD was working! We left with applications stamped, allowing us to finish 
the process via mail. Praise Jesus, we do not have to drive back to Miami.  

 Our travels in February ended where our deputation 
ministry started; at BIMI headquarters.  We are grateful for the 
laborers there, assisting and ensuring we have everything needed 
for our departure. We completed our departure interview 
smoothly and are now back in SC.  

 As we close, we wanted to give you an update on our visas. We received the needed 
documents, applications (Jeremiah & Erika) were mailed, and been received. This visa 
process is different from what was originally planned. After we receive our visas, we may 
require additional paperwork that is completed in Sicily. After we receive that paperwork, 
we can apply for the children’s visas. If you have any questions, please don’t hesitate to 
contact us at ropers2usmilww@gmail.com.  

January – February 2023 

Current support level:   

100% 
Praises: 

- New supporting 
churches and ministries 

- Travel mercies during 
deputation 

Prayer Requests:  

- Wisdom and protection 
for our military  

- More laborers into the 
harvest  

- Health for Erika and the 
baby 

- Visa process 

 Timely approval 

 For God to use the 
man at the consulate 
to complete our visas 

 Our visa approval can 
be accomplished here 
in the U.S., and they 
would not have to be 
sent to Rome (if sent 
to Rome, more time 
will be needed) 

- Transition to Sicily & 
Wisdom for ministry at 
Calvary Baptist Church 

- Please pray with us for 
our next home in Sicily. 
3 bed+ & 2 bath with a 
space for ministry & 
school 

 

Baggett family 

Gonzalez family 

Sophia dropped her 
ice cream. 


