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June/July 2021
Dear Pastors, Friends, and Co-laborers,

In this inaugural prayer letter, we want to praise and thank the Lord Jesus Christ for allowing us to be 
a part of His work! To be ambassadors for Christ, to serve others, and point them to the cross is truly a 
privilege. We have officially started our ministry as Missionaries to the U.S. Military. We count it an honor 
to begin a journey that will prayerfully bear eternal fruit!  

These last eight weeks have been exciting! This June, 
Erika and I were grateful to attend candidate school at Baptist 
International Missions Inc. (BIMI) in Harrison, Tennessee. A 
week-long training event for new missionaries. It was intense but 
filled with spiritual learning and encouragement that will impact 
our ministry for years to come. 

July was filled with special blessings for 
our family. At the beginning of July, Valerie 
attended teem camp at the Wilds. A week that 
enabled her to get closer to the Lord and helped 
her prepare for the changes in our future. She 
was thankful for the emphasis on preaching and 
the fun, fellowship, and games made it a memorable week. On July 24, we were blessed to 
celebrate our 19th wedding anniversary. It has been a remarkable journey together and we 
look forward to seeing how the Lord will continue to grow and bless our union. 

Finally, July concluded with returning to BIMI to produce our 
ministry presentation video: A five-day effort to encapsulate what 
the Lord has done in our lives, largely through military missions, 
and our call to that very field. It was a new and challenging 
experience for us. However, the Lord provided exceptionally 
through BIMI’s Far North Director to lead us through the process 
and he invested many hours to produce a video with the talent 
He has given him. With this complete, we are ready to fill our 
deputation schedule and see the Lord work!       

We have so much to be thankful for! In between these events, we have been able to make many 
preparations, in prayerful hope to start full-time deputation in October, after military retirement. Our 
sending church, Sumter Baptist Temple has been a tremendous blessing and source of support on all fronts. 
The Lord has, also, already provided some meetings and a couple churches and individuals have taken us on 
for support. He always gives more than we could ever hope!   

We covet your prayers. Please pray for the Lord to get us to the mission field expediently. Pray for a 
full schedule and safety during deputation travels, but, also, for the Lord to use us to bless the Pastors and 
churches we visit. Finally, that we would be led of the Holy Spirit in every decision we make.  


