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January 14, 2021
Dear Pastor and Praying Friends,
Greetings from Rota, Spain!
On December 28 we had an appointment to get a PCR test for COVID at 8:30 in the morning.  They said our results 
would be emailed around 4:30, which we thought would not be a problem because the first leg of our flight was to 
Miami. However, when we arrived at the airport, they would not allow us to check in without the PCR test. We did 
not realize that because our tickets were considered all one flight to Madrid, we would have to show the PCR test 
before checking in. We waited and checked our phones…and waited and checked our phones for our test results. At 
4:20 we received the email that we both had tested negative. We were able to check our bags and get to our gate just 
in time for boarding. We had a good flight to Miami and then on to Madrid.  At 5:00 pm on December 29 we arrived 
in Jerez de la Frontera. Missionary Don Drake and Missionary Alberto Puente were there to meet us and took us out 
to eat and then to our apartment in Rota. Jet lag is REAL, and it has taken us a few days for our bodies to get adjusted 
to the time change, but we’ve definitely made progress!
It has been unusually cold in Spain the two weeks we have been here.  Everyone tells us it will not last long, and we 
are trusting they are right!  The house where we are staying has a portable electric heater, and a missionary brought 
us a butane heater for our living room, so we are keeping warm. They say last year there were only three days of rain, 
and we have already had much more than that in the short time we’ve been here. 
This week we will be signing a contract on a house to rent 
and will be purchasing a car.  We will also be doing our resi-
dence paperwork that is required here in Spain. It is not a 
difficult process; it just takes time.  We are looking forward 
to getting in to our home and getting into a normal schedule 
and work flow. 
Today was our second Sunday service at Bethel Baptist 
Church, and as well as those who have been attending be-
fore we arrived, we had three visitors:  a young couple my 
wife and I had met earlier in the week at a coffee shop, and a 
single young man who found us through Google. We are so 
grateful for the opportunity to minister to each one of them.  
Please pray that the Lord will continue to lead us to people 
while we are out and about in town; we are always keeping 
our ears attuned to English speakers and the opportunity to 
invite them to church.
Thank you so much for those that gave a special Christmas 
offering!  We know times are challenging, and we are grate-
ful for you for thinking of us.  We appreciate all of our sup-
porting churches and are asking God for fruit that would 
abound to your account. Thank you for your faithful prayers. 
In Christ,

Michael and DeAnna Staley


