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Dear Churches and Praying Friends,
“Trust in the Lord with all thine heart; and lean not unto thine own 
understanding. In all thy ways acknowledge Him, and He shall direct thy 
paths” Proverbs 3:5-6. 
This is a very familiar verse to all of us, but has there ever been a time 
when every one of us has had to trust more? We have been praying for 
you, Pastor, as you make hard decisions during this re-opening season.  
We have been praying for the church to shine brighter in this darkness 
and to help His people be bold in our witness for Him at a time when 
people are hurting and searching for answers.
During the last two weeks of May we were able to continue our 
deputation. These were our first meetings since mid-March when the stay-at-home orders were issued. All 
three of our meetings were in North Carolina. Our first meeting back on the road we had the privilege to 
be in a church’s first-ever missions conference! It was exciting to be around the people of God again, to 
fellowship, to sing together, and to hear the preaching of the Word of God in person!  As well as preaching 
one night, I was also given the opportunity to teach about missions in a morning service with several young 
people. It was exciting to see young people come out early in the morning to hear the Word of God.  We 
ended May presenting our burden for military missions and preaching at a special graduation service. It was 
interesting to hear the young graduates who spoke, each commenting that this is NOT the way they thought 
their senior year would end, but they each expressed trust in a God Who has all things under His control.

Austin Gardner, our pastor and friend, was hospitalized on Wednesday, May 20, with double 
pneumonia and COVID-19. They intubated him a couple of days later to help his body to 
heal. As of today he is progressing well; however, the doctors are just now trying to wake him 
and bring him out of sedation. We covet your prayers for him. DeAnna and I first met Austin 
and Betty Gardner while we were still in the Air Force stationed in England back in 1993!  
Brother Gardner, then in Peru, was invited by our pastor to come to England to preach a week 
long meeting and train the preacher boys in the church before the evening services. We had 
the opportunity to work with the Gardners in Peru for 14 years. He has been a great mentor 
and a help to me throughout the years. He always says that when he came to England, he 

prayed that God would give him someone that would be a missionary. Well, I guess we were that one. Please 
pray for our pastor for healing and his recovery.
We are currently still waiting on our invitation from the Spanish government to 
complete our visa paperwork. However, in the meantime, we are looking into traveling 
to Spain on our passports as soon as the travel restrictions are removed. We desire to be 
in Spain as quickly as possible, but we also realize that God is in control. 
Thank you for your faithful prayers and financial support. We are praying for you and 
your church family. 
In Christ,

Michael and DeAnna Staley


