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October 21, 2021

Dear Pastor and Praying Friends,

September is Suicide Prevention Awareness Month within the military community. After the Department of Defense recently released 
their Annual Suicide Report, the Secretary of Defense said, “Suicide rates among our service members and military families are still 
too high, and the trends are not going in the right direction.” This year’s theme within the Navy is Connect to Protect: Support is 
Within Reach. 

As missionaries to our military, it is our desire to provide the spiritual support that those facing a difficult time may need through 
the local New Testament church. Last month we had a new ad created to advertise the Bethel Baptist Church in the Coastline. 
The Coastline is a newspaper of the U.S. Naval Activities Rota. In the September 23 paper, pages two and three were about suicide 
prevention and where to reach out for help, and our church ad was on the very next page. We pray that this ad will draw the attention 
of many in our military community. 

Church and Discipleship

In the last month we have had our highest attendance (twice) since our 
arrival in December. In September we had a high attendance of 26, and 
then just this past Sunday we had 28. We have had several families with 
young children visit and are thankful we’ve had people step up to help in 
the nursery!

Lou has been attending our church faithfully since May. He is retired from 
the U.S. Navy and lives much of the year here in Spain with his daughter. 
Lou was saved as a young man in the Navy while in San Diego; however, 
he was never discipled. He did get baptized during a tour in Italy, but as he 
would say, he never really grew in his faith. After Lou attended our church 
for a couple of weeks we met for coffee, and he shared his testimony with 
me. We began meeting on Tuesday mornings to go through the book First 
Steps for New Christians.  Lou has completed the first steps book, and I 
am continuing to disciple him. This past Sunday at the end of the service, 
Lou raised his hand and asked if he could give a testimony. He told about 
when he got saved and what God has been doing in his life since he started 
coming to church. It was exciting to see his desire to share with others what 
God is doing in his heart and hear his desire to continue to grow. 

Those attending our Sunday school and then our morning service seem 
to really enjoy a time of fellowship between the services. With COVID-19 
the past year, this time of fellowship seems so special. We have celebrated 
several birthdays in the last month between the services. In the picture is 
Mark, who recently turned nine.

In September I lost a dear friend and a supporting pastor to COVID-19, 
Pastor David McCoy. Brother McCoy sat on my ordination board many 
years ago. In one of my Bibles I wrote a couple of sayings from him. One, 
his favorite, was, “It pays to serve God.”  The other were words of wisdom 
that he gave me once, “Be faithful.”  I agree that it does pay to serve God, 
and I am going to strive to be faithful until the end just as my friend was 
faithful. 

In Christ,

Michael and DeAnna Staley


