
Nestled in a cluster off the coast of Northwest Africa is the archipelago called 
the Canary Islands. Although geographically part of Africa, the Canaries are 
politically part of Europe. Being an autonomous community of Spain actually puts 
these islands in the outer regions of the European Union—therefore, a little Europe 
within Africa!

For those who enjoy trivia, the islands are not named after the small yellow 
songbirds (named canary), but rather the other way around: the birds are named 
after the islands, and the islands are named for their dogs! The name actually comes 
from the Latin Insula Canaria meaning “Island of the Dogs.” It seems the ancient 
Romans, who made early contact with the Canaries, took note of the large dogs that 
lived in the islands and that the inhabitants openly worshipped as holy animals…
thus the name.

The two larger and more inhabited islands, Tenerife and Gran Canaria, are 
the best known out of the group of ten islands. The two provincial capitals located 
on these main islands are extremely modern, offering all that any other capital in 
the EU could offer. However, the modern cities transition quickly into charming 
picturesque pueblos in the countryside that enjoy displaying (in the culture and 
architecture) their deep Spanish ancestry. 

Many village centers have fountains or parks that are well populated by 
locals. Quaint coffee shops are easy to find with tables and chairs located outside 
where one can enjoy the pleasant coastal climate. Fresh tropical fruits and 

garden vegetables are sold in cheerful open markets, 
surrounding the buyer with a myriad of vibrant color 
and tantalizing scents. With all this and more, one 
can quickly understand how the Canary Islands are 
one of Europe’s favorite vacation spots!

The Canarians themselves are a very diverse 
people, displaying in skin tone and facial features the 
unique combination of influences from Spain, Portugal, 
Latin America, Africa, as well as their own indigenous 
peoples. They are very friendly with a quick smile to greet any 
visitor. Generally, they are family oriented, often enjoying walking or 
playing as a family unit in local parks. They also tend to be athletic with exercise 
clubs and local sports teams becoming more and more popular throughout the 
islands. Spiritually, however, many are empty, longing for the answer to life that 
their traditional religion cannot give.

As with any other Spanish influenced area, the Catholic Church is deeply 
ingrained in the culture. Although awakening to church bells ringing is much nicer 
than awakening to the Moslem call to prayer that is heard on the African mainland, 
the stranglehold on the populace is still the same. Catholicism has entrenched 
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itself into nearly every holiday, festival and activity on the islands. This influence is 
mainly cultural since the majority of Canarians no longer attend mass regularly.  

The spiritual need on these islands becomes obvious once one leaves the 
tourist areas and sees the people as they live their day-to-day lives totally unaware 
or unconcerned of their spiritual condition. Most have become disillusioned with 
the Catholic Church. Instead of searching for spiritual truth, many have abandoned 
religion as a whole, becoming very 
secular in their worldview. Missionaries 
from the European mainland and the 
Americas have come and gone. Few 
have stayed, giving many Canarians 
a sense that these people are cultural 
invaders and their teachings are robbing 
them of their cultural heritage. 

Superficial relationships are easy to 
create, but it is only through long-term 
caring and the displaying of a consistent, 
positive testimony that their cultural barriers and personal inhibitions to religion 
begin to crumble. Their spiritual hearts are tender and hurting but well-guarded. 

It is into these circumstances that missionaries Terry Sharp and the Shannon 
Whitaker family are endeavoring to minister. Both are concentrating their efforts 
on the island of Gran Canaria where they have the opportunity to reach nearly 
850,000 Canarians with the Gospel of Jesus Christ. Brother Sharp is concentrating 
in the capital of Las Palmas, and the Whitaker family is starting their ministry in 
the nearby town of Santa Brigida. Through the careful planting of the Gospel seed 
and patient, consistent watering, these missionaries will reap a harvest of souls! 

There are now only two missionary units with BIMI laboring in the Canaries, 
but as the disciples questioned Christ about the five loaves and two fishes, we 
can likewise ask, “What are they among so many?” What of the larger island of 

Tenerife? What of the spiritual 
needs of other islands? How 
can we reach them all? The 
answer is likewise with 
the Savior who broke the 
bread and fishes and fed the 
multitude. The Lord working 
through these choice servants 
can and will perform miracles 
in the hearts of men and then 
through Him we can reach the 
world! 

Unfortunately, we can 
tend to be biased in our 
worldview of missions. Often, 
the thought is that people who 
are culturally advanced, highly skilled, and intellectual do not need the Gospel as 
desperately as the illiterate native living in a jungle hut; but that cannot be further 
from the truth! No matter what the race, ethnic origin, or cultural background, all 
are souls for whom Christ died! The Canarians need the salvation that Christ offers! 
Will you prayerfully consider how you can be a part of reaching these islands with 
the Gospel of Jesus Christ?Instead of searching for 

  spiritual truth, many have   
  abandoned religion as a 

whole, becoming very secular 
      in their worldview.

Often, the thought is that people   
      who are culturally advanced, 
highly skilled, and intellectual do 
not need the Gospel as desperately     
 as the illiterate native living in 
a jungle hut; but that cannot be 

further from the truth!


