
On January 12, 2010, the island nation of Haiti felt the 
rumble of a magnitude 7.0 earthquake. Unprecedented devas-
tation, commotion and insecurity fell upon the southwestern 
area that included Port-au-Prince. For the next 12 days, over 50 
tremors of at least a magnitude 4.5 shook the area as survivors 
scrambled to locate their families and loved ones. Cries of grief 
and despair were heard in the streets. The people wandered about 
in shock and disbelief. Families had been separated by the disaster. 
Some were left helpless as they viewed the site where their loved 

ones lay beneath fallen buildings and rubble. Streets were 
filled with homeless refugees needing answers to their 
dilemma. It is estimated that over 230,000 people lost 

When the earthquake struck in January, the immediate need for Haiti was 
medical attention and humanitarian aid. God allowed me to be part of a team that 
went into Haiti within the first week after the disaster. The death and destruction 
were on a scale I have never experienced. The smell and the scene of dead bodies 
being scooped up and thrown into mass graves are seared in my memory. The 
first time I went in, I remember seeing a children’s hospital near the Dominican 
Embassy that had collapsed. I could hear the children that were buried screaming 
for help. This went on for four days. The following day everything was silent. 
Nobody could get to them and they perished. 

During the last six months I have been to Haiti six times, most recently during 
the month of June. I am amazed at how much work is still to be done. Most of 
the non-governmental organizations have pulled out. There is still a need for 
humanitarian aid, but the greatest need is the need for national repentance and a 
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their lives in this disaster. Another 300,000 were injured and around one million 
were homeless. The Haitian government estimated that 200,000 homes were de-
molished along with 30,000 commercial buildings. Port-au-Prince and neighboring 
towns looked like a bombed out war zone.

Immediately after the earthquake, BIMI began channeling assistance through 
Don Dryden, who is stationed about 110 miles north of the epicenter. Missionaries 
Jeff Garrison, Steve Brockell, Michael Doering and Ronnie Autrey assisted in the 
Haitian relief from the Dominican Republic. BIMI focused on working closely with 
fundamental independent Baptist ministries in Haiti. Many containers of needed 
assistance provided a way to meet physical needs and also opened doors to share 
the Gospel. As a result, many professions of faith have been seen. Testimonies 
have come from the streets of Port-au-Prince to the hospital beds of Port-de-Paix. 
Gracious gifts have provided water, food, clothes, medical attention, tents and hope 
for thousands of survivors. 

Haiti and its people will never be the same. Many families have migrated to the 
north. Some have regrouped with relatives in other parts of the country. Although 
Haiti has been through coups, floods and earthquakes, its greatest need 

true, national revival. 
We have been working 
with other independent 
Baptist missionaries 
to provide funds for 
the reconstruction 
of churches that were 
destroyed or damaged. 
Not being fluent in the 
Creole language has made 
ministry difficult for me, but I know that 
the churches in Haiti we have partnered with have seen many come to Christ 
through the tragedy that occurred January 12. 

Please continue to pray for the missionaries who live in and around Port-au-
Prince who are daily ministering to people who are still hurting and searching for 
something better. They need not only food and water but also the Bread of Life and 
the Living Water. We continue to travel to Haiti as God opens doors, and we support 
the efforts of other independent Baptist missionaries directly involved in rebuilding 
Haiti.
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“Thank you” seems so inad-
equate for all that has been given 
through BIMI in response to the 
great need of the Haiti earthquake 
victims. Hebrews 6:10 says, For 
God is not unrighteous to forget your work and labour of love, which ye have showed 
toward his name, in that ye have ministered to the saints, and do minister.

We are so grateful that the Lord has touched your hearts to help the hurting. 
The monies that you sent have helped many churches and individuals in a great 
way. The funds have provided 

• new personal items for some who lost everything during the earthquake; 
• assistance for families with members hospitalized;
• travel funds to get severely injured to a hospital for medical attention; 
• tarpaulins, sheets and mattresses for people who were sleeping out in the open; 
• rice and cooking oil distributed to families;
• transportation cost of relief supplies to victims; 
• funds to pay 3-6 months’ rent for people whose homes were destroyed or 

severely damaged; 
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• building materials to rebuild or repair homes; 
• monies to help pay tuition for displaced students whose schools were 

destroyed in Port-au-Prince; and 
• help to defray the cost to bury family members.
A lady who is sister to one of our church members arrived in Port-de-Paix a 

few days after the earthquake. She was in Port-au-Prince during the earthquake 
and lost everything but her life and her daughter. She came to church on January 
17 and received the Lord during the invitation. Another church member’s son who 
lived in Port-au-Prince had a five-month-old baby who was crushed to death and 
his wife suffered severely broken arms. Sadly too, they lost their home and belong-
ings. The other two children were sent here to be with family as Edouard slept on 
the floor for several weeks at the side of his wife’s hospital bed during her recovery 
and therapy. Relief funds sustained this family during the time and provided trans-
portation for their reunion here in Port-de-Paix. Pray that Edouard can find a job. 

Many from our area who had migrated to Port-au-Prince have returned 
to Port-de-Paix, having lost so much! The funds given helped to encourage the 
hurting as they struggle to start life over. Most of these were not able to even bring 
a change of clothes with them. The local hospital was overrun with people who 
had major injuries (like amputations, paralysis and crushed limbs). There were 
few medications to help. Your gifts helped supply two hospitals with medications. 
Many who lost spouses now have no “bread-winner” and the relief funds helped 
some set up small businesses to be able to take care of their children. It is hard to 
imagine losing your home, belongings, and place of employment all in one day. 
There are so many cases and stories that we could share on behalf of the hurting. 
Those who have benefited by your relief have been so appreciative. We thank you 
for them! May the Lord sincerely bless you as you have been a blessing!

Don and Bridgitt Dryden are church planting missionaries serving with BIMI in Haiti since 1975. They 
are also actively training national pastors. Their son Benji and his wife, Kerri, (with their three children) 
have worked alongside them since 2003.

is still the Gospel of Jesus Christ. Prayer changes things. Haiti needs prayer. 
Pray for open hearts. Pray souls will be saved and lives changed by the Gospel. 
Pray Haiti will depend more upon God than the government handouts and 
private contributions. Pray for the fundamental Baptist churches and their 
pastors that were affected by the earthquake. 

Thanks for responding to this need. Your prayers and contributions have 
made a great impact on the lives of many Haitians. Your continued assistance will 
enable our missionaries to strategically assist fundamental Baptist ministries in 
their Gospel outreach. Please prayerfully consider what you can do to help reach 
others for Christ in the devastated country of Haiti. Let’s labor together to leave a 
permanent spiritual impact upon this needy and hurting country. 

Contributions may be sent to Haiti Project #15 � BIMI � PO BOX 9215 � Chattanooga, TN 37412

Right: The Bereau (bay-wo) 
Baptist church building near 
Leogane, the epicenter of the 
earthquake, was damaged. 
The building is being 
repaired. Below is another  
church near Leogane the 
Drydens helped to restore.

…that now at this time your abundance may be a supply for their want…(2 Cor. 8:14).
How to Pray:


