
When we first arrived in Bavaria, 
Germany, near the Austrian border, we 
had many preconceptions and stereo-
types about the German and Austrian 
people. When we thought about these 
people, images of lederhosen, pretzels, 
and yodeling came to mind. But, having 
lived here for over two years, we have 
found that many of our preconceptions 
were wrong or at least partly wrong. 
I remember being told over and over 
again that Germans are very direct. If 
they don’t like you, they will let you 
know in a hurry! We were also told that 
we would be treated poorly because we 
are ausländer, or foreigners. What we 
actually found was that Germans are 

among the nicest people in the world. 
Maybe this is because we live in friend-
lier Bavaria, but the people are always 
helping with our German and are very 
gracious and forgiving. We received our 
visas after only four days. The German 
agent who handled our case even gave 
us tips on how to get the visas without 
any problems. That was quite a contrast 
to what we had heard!

Another warning we had received 
before arriving in Bavaria was that 
the people are cold to the Gospel. 
Unfortunately, we have found this to 
be true. To understand this, we have to 
think about some of the barriers that 
exist because of the history and culture 
of this area of the world. 

Barrier 1: religion
The first barrier has to do with the 

fact that they have had religion, namely 
Catholicism, for over a thousand years. 
It is so much a part of their history it 
is mixed into their culture. There is no 
separation of church and state. Most 
Bavarians and Austrians are registered 
members of the Catholic Church. 
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Subsequently, a part of their paycheck 
goes directly to the Church. If one is not 
Catholic or Lutheran one is considered 
to be a cult. Since the people grow up in 
this environment, it is normal to them. 
They don’t think much about it. That is 
simply the way things are in this culture.

Barrier 2: culture
The second barrier is that the cul-

ture is very traditional and distinct. We 
see people in lederhosen (leather shorts 
often with suspenders worn especially 
in Bavaria) and dirndls (a traditional 
dress style consisting of a bodice, blouse, 
full skirt and apron) all the time. In our 
tiny town of 2,000, there is a traditional 
Bavarian concert every Monday night. 
Parades and festivals are a constant 
occurrence. Because of their cultural 
pride, sharing the Biblical Gospel is an 
issue because it is perceived as an attack 
on their culture. Our challenge consists 
of sifting through what is Catholic and 
incompatible with the Gospel and what 
is simply Bavarian and does not need to 
be challenged or changed. 
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The answer
In spite of these barriers to the 

Gospel, we have seen progress with 
the Lord’s help by attempting to follow 
Paul’s example:

 For though I be free from all men, 
yet have I made myself servant unto all, 
that I might gain the more. And unto the 
Jews I became as a Jew, that I might gain 
the Jews; to them that are under the law, 
as under the law, that I might gain them 
that are under the law; To them that are 
without law, as without law, (being not 
without law to God, but under the law 
to Christ,) that I might gain them that 
are without law. To the weak became I as 
weak, that I might gain the weak: I am 
made all things to all men, that I might 
by all means save some. And this I do for 
the gospel’s sake, that I might be partaker 
thereof with you (I Cor. 9:19–23).

Solution 1: immersion in the local 
culture, openness to the people
In order to break through religious 

and cultural barriers, we have to do 
exactly what Paul did. We have to 
immerse ourselves in the local culture 
and get to know how they live and what 
is important to them. We go to the 
concerts. We have come to like yodeling! 
We go to the local bakeries and talk 
with the people. We invite neighbors 
over for dinner. I even have a pair of 
lederhosen, but I have not been brave 
enough to wear them yet. Maybe in time 
I will wear them along with the giant 
feathered hat! When the people see us 
doing what they do (so long as it does 
not violate the Bible), they get to know 
us and realize that we are not weird, 
cultish, religious nuts! When they ask 
why we do or do not do something, 

we give a clear answer from the Bible. 
They respect that. We emphasize that 
the Bible is our authority and not some 
religious system. 

Solution 2: taking advantage of 
their curiosity about our heritage

Another way we break through 
barriers is by taking advantage of the 
people’s curiosity about our American 
heritage. One highlight of our ministry 
was the 4th of July 2009. We invited 
Bavarians, Austrians, Africans, 
Italians, and even South Americans 
to our party. I read the Declaration 
of Independence and shared a short 
Gospel message, tying it to national 
freedom. We had a great time. We try 
to take special occasions like the 4th of 
July or Thanksgiving as an opportunity 
to have people over for a visit. They are 
naturally curious about America and 
come to see what it’s all about. 

Being native English speakers, 
we are preparing to start free English 
lessons in the church since many 
Bavarians want to learn. We hope to use 
this as another tool to reach people.

Once when Kim and I went out to 
eat, the restaurant was full, so we were 
seated at a table with two other men. 
They were typical Bavarians who were 
probably on their third or fourth glass 
of beer by the time we sat down! In our 
conversation I explained what we were 
doing in Bavaria and shared the Gospel 
with them. They invited us to come 
back and eat with them whenever we 
wanted. They explained that they eat at 
the same place every Friday night. 

We try to take advantage of every 
opportunity to get the Gospel out. We 
are praying for more ways to get in 
contact with people. 

Plea for help
We are also praying for more 

missionaries to come and help break 
through these Gospel barriers. It is hard 
to get people who already are nervous 
because they think we are a cult to 
come to a church with just the pastor 
and his family. With one or two more 
missionary families, we can do a better 
job. Hopefully this article will be used 
by God to challenge more Christians to 
give their lives to take the Gospel to the 
Austrian and Bavarian people. 

Though growth is slow and it takes 
years to get a church started, God is 
working in the Alpine Mountains. We 
have started a German-speaking service 
that has been well attended. We hope to 
see this service grow into a full-fledged 
German-speaking church. Instead of 
seeing hurdles, we have chosen to see 
opportunities. God loves these people 
and wants to see them saved. With 
that knowledge, it does not matter that 
we have to break down barriers. It is 
rather an honor to serve the Lord and 
to work among such great people as the 
Austrians and Bavarians. 

Pray ye...that he will send forth labourers 
into his harvest (Matthew 9:38).
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