
by David Harris

On a cold April night I stopped 
at a coin laundry on a hill just 
north of the city of Miyako. I was 
traveling down the devastated 
coast of Tohoku, returning to Kesennuma from Misawa in 
order to continue relief efforts. As I started down the hill 
into the city, an announcement shrilled over loudspeakers, 
“There has been a large earthquake. Everyone be careful!” 
It was safer to return up the hill for the night and continue 
the next morning when it was easier to see. 
That night as my clothes were washing, a lady from the area 

told me her story. She said, “When we heard the tsunami 
warning, my friend and I headed out of the city and 

up a hill to my home. As soon as we got there, my 
friend’s husband returned below to get his car. 
When he reached his car we saw the water coming, 
but he could not. We yelled for him to run, but he 

could not hear us.” With tears in her eyes, she said 
they saw him carried away by the surging waters.
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Such are the stories being told by survivors of the March 11, 2011, tsunami. More than 20,000 
are either confirmed dead or missing. Whole cities were destroyed. Those who remain are 
changed forever—living in fear of another earthquake or tsunami. Everyone is worried about 
the future. There is a great need in Tohoku today. 
The file on my computer is dated January 31. That is when the final revision of “The Call for 
Laborers, The Urgent Need in Northern Japan” for the BIMI World was completed. Little did I 
know how the Lord was going to magnify that need. The online version posted in February and 
the printed magazine was produced just prior to the earthquake and tsunami. 
My wife, son, and I were in Misawa, 200 miles north of Sendai, participating in a missions 
conference when the earthquake hit. We had traveled by bullet train and planned to return 
home after its completion. On Friday, we were at church when the buildings began to shake. 
Everyone exited to the parking lot. The earth shook and moved for quite some time. 
After the quake finished, I remember saying, “I wonder what is happening in other parts of 
Japan because of this.” We all knew it was big. We were without electricity until late Saturday and 
did not know what was happening around us. When we arrived at church for the International 
Banquet, we saw some newspapers and were amazed at the pictures (see p. 2). That was when 
we learned the tsunami hit not far from us.
We needed to get back to home when the meeting concluded, but the trains were not running. 
We decided to drive back as guests were coming for the KIBBS Bible Conference to be followed 
by a youth conference. It took over 30 hours to travel the 750 miles. 
After the conferences, plans were made to go back to Tohoku to give people the Gospel and 
help with their needs. Members of Grace Kobe Baptist Church met at a local supermarket to 
buy supplies for Fukushima. Pastor Tajima of Koriyama Baptist Church had gathered a list of 
needs from pastors in the area. With donated money, we bought supplies and loaded our van. 
Brother Ron White and I drove to the Adatara Bible Camp in Fukushima to deliver the supplies 
and meet with area pastors and workers. We listened to their experiences and sensed their 
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burdens. We certainly need to pray for 
the churches in Fukushima as their area 
will be adversely affected by the radiation 
for many years.
Then we drove north to meet with 
missionaries who set up tents 15 kilometers 
west of Kesennuma between Sendai and 
Morioka. For three weeks the team was able 
to take food, clothing, Gospel tracts and Bibles to many needy people. We traveled through many 
destroyed towns and observed workers still looking for those who perished a month earlier. 
Our missionary team stood in the city of Rikuzentakata. Once a busy little town of over 23,000, 
it was completely destroyed. Now only a dozen or so buildings remained in the downtown area. 
One apartment building was about 200 meters from the ocean. Its fifth floor was intact, but 
the four floors below were gutted. Two bridges were washed away. Destruction flowed 4 or 5 
kilometers back into a valley. The only homes left were ones on nearby hills. It is estimated over 
3,000 people died here. We took pictures, talked with people and did our best to give the hope 
of the Gospel to people in many towns both north and south of Kesennuma.
It was hard to see such devastation, but it was even more difficult to imagine how thousands of 
people along the 400-mile long coast of Tohoku will face an uncertain future. All of us knew we 
were only there for a short time. We would go home soon, but many had no place to go. It is our 
heart’s desire that the seed we planted will produce a great harvest and many will find hope in 
Jesus Christ. It is our prayer that God will give us men who can go to Tohoku to start churches.
Three weeks in the tsunami zone convinced me that the greatest need of Tohoku is for Gospel 
preaching churches! The need of Tohoku is the same as when our Lord looked out upon the 
multitudes and saw them as sheep having no shepherd. The need of Tohoku is the Gospel!
Is it possible that there is something sadder than the destruction of the earthquake and tsunami? 
I believe there is. The most difficult thing was to drive through this whole area knowing that 
the laborers are few! Who will go help them? Who will give them what they need most? Who 

will carry the Gospel to Kesennuma, Rikuzentakata, Ofunato and many other cities throughout 
Japan?
North of Fukushima, there are five prefectures but only three independent Baptist churches. 
Seven million people need someone to give them the Gospel! Will you pray with us that God 
will send laborers into this part of the harvest? We are eagerly praying for 10 new missionary 
families. 
Several years ago the Lord helped us begin a list of people interested in coming to Japan as 
missionaries. That list is at 30 and growing! Currently BIMI has only nine families and a single 
missionary in Japan and six military churches. We have one couple on deputation. Help us pray 
that many more will come!
The news of new missionaries is exciting but do you realize that for a foreign missionary to 
come to Japan there are years of preparation? Bible college, deputation and language school 
can take five years or more. 
What is really needed is for the Lord to stir the hearts of Japanese men who will respond to 
the call of God and carry the Gospel all over this country! We need you to pray for the Lord to 
raise up additional workers from our national churches. These will already know the language 
and the culture. 
As one travels in Tohoku today, he sees signs. They read “Ganbare, Nippon!” (Nippon is the 
national name for Japan) or “Ganbare, Tohoku!” or “Ganbare, Sendai!” “Ganbare” (ga-n-ba-de) 
is a sentiment expressed when someone needs encouragement. It is a show of support and a 
call for unity. The whole country seems caught up by this great need! Maybe it is time we as 
believers erect a sign in our churches and hearts that reads “Ganbare, Christians!” 
Let us do something for the Lord. The time is short. The end is near! There are people in need of 
the Gospel in Japan and around the world! “Ganbare, Christians!” Tell your family and friends 
about Christ! Give your life to the Lord to see souls saved in Japan! “Ganbare, Christians!”


