
by Coy Shaw

Barbara and Ed O’Brien

“We will be moving back to the United States,” reads the prayer letter. They are not talking 
about returning to the States for furlough. Why are they leaving “the mission field”? For years 
you have prayed for and given to their ministry. You thought they were dedicated Christians, 
real servants of the Lord. You conclude they were not truly committed to serving the Lord.
True, some missionaries do give up and return to the States. For others, returning to the States 
becomes necessary due to serious problems with their health. However, there are some who 
return to the United States because they know it is God’s will for them to do missionary work 
within the borders of their home country. 
For those who return to the United States to do missionary work, the decision is based on 
a certainty that it is the call of God, just as it was the call of God that led them to leave the 
United States and labor in another country. Such is the case with Ed and Barbara O’Brien. For 
twenty-eight years the O’Briens labored in Mexico. God had used them to win and disciple 
many Mexicans. Several churches had been established and turned over to Mexican pastors. 
They were “between works” when God began to speak to them about returning to the United 
States. Ed explains what happened:

In February of 2009, Barbara and I were sensing our time in Jocotepec, Mexico, was 
drawing to an end. It was time to turn over the work to the nationals. We began to 
pray about where we should start our next work and we spent time surveying a map 
of that part of Mexico. We also made some day trips to different towns to get a sense 
of direction from the Lord. Each time we went to another town or city and even 
began to think it might be the place, the Lord brought an uneasiness over both of us. 

The Holy Spirit was telling us, “No, this is not where I want 
you.” God would not give us peace about any place we 

considered. This went on for a couple of months until 
we both spent several days upon our knees and asked 
the Lord to show us what He wanted and we would 
do it. “Lord, if you will just write it on the wall we will 

do it. You know our hearts.” 
A few days later we made a call to a family 
we had led to Christ while we were in Long 
Beach, California. The family now lived in Fort 
Smith, Arkansas. We wanted to let them know 
we would be traveling through Arkansas and 
wanted to visit with them. With tears Maria 
Magdalena explained that the church they had 
attended for a few years had gone liberal and was 
involved in corruption. They could not in good 

conscience continue to go there and she 
asked if we would pray and ask the Lord 
if He would allow us to come and start 
a biblically sound Baptist church in Fort 
Smith. 
We really had no desire to return to the 
US, but we told her we would pray and 
then talk with them further when we 
came through. After hanging up the 
phone, we felt the Lord speak to our 
hearts that this was His direction and 
leading. If we wanted to continue to 
serve Him, it would be in Arkansas. I 
was scared to death! “No Lord, not back 
to the States. Please no. Churches will 
think we are quitting.” 
For several weeks we continued to pray 
about what the Lord would have us do. 
After much prayer a final decision was 
made. We are still missionaries doing the 
same thing we have been doing for 28 
years, just not in Mexico.
During that time of struggle the Lord 
spoke to my heart saying: “Missions is 
not a geographic location, it is people and 
where I send you to reach them. Now go!” 

God has blessed the ministry in Fort Smith, 
Arkansas. The Fundamental Bible Baptist 
Church (Iglesia Bautista Bíblica Fundamental) 
quickly outgrew its original location. Attendance 
now runs in the mid to upper 50’s. Souls are 
being saved and converts are following the Lord 
in believers’ baptism. Due to the low wages of 
their church people, the O’Briens still depend on 
support from churches in the United States. By 
faith their church has signed a contract to buy a 
church building for $100,000. A down payment 
of $30,000 has been made and the church mem-
bers have given another $12,000. The O’Briens 
have also received $4,000 in special donations. 
The balance of $54,000 is due on May 14, 2012. 
Maybe God would have you help the O’Briens 
and the Fundamental Bible Baptist Church with 
the purchase of their building. 
When Brother O’Brien was asked why he thinks 
God chose them to return to the United States to 
start a Hispanic church, his reply was, “Because 
He knew we would obey.”

Without a doubt God led the O’Briens to Mexico 
twenty-eight years ago, and it is God that placed 
them in Fort Smith, Arkansas. Praise the Lord!
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