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We had just finished language school when my 
wife and I and our two sons, ages one and three 
years old, arrived in Mexico City. I was a thirty-
four-year-old veteran of the United States Air 
Force, a mature Christian and a college graduate, 
and I was very naïve and anxious about the new 
culture and these new people. We had our first 
experiences in the home of veteran missionaries 
who were on furlough when we arrived. Even 
in language school we had American friends 
who were able to converse with us, but now we 
were thrust completely into a different culture, 
new food, new people and trying to adapt to the 
language. Mexico City is now our home, but the 
road was challenging. We have changed but so 
too has Mexico. 
Is Mexico City a forgotten place? That’s 
impossible, right? After all, Mexico City remains 
one of the largest cities in the entire world! 
During the time we have been in Mexico, BIMI 
has seen eight families leave this great city. 
Most of them continue to serve God elsewhere. 
Three other families have come in their places. 
I do not want to give a misrepresentation. 
There are many missionaries working in 
Mexico City, but unfortunately the number has 
decreased in the last 15 years. I know families 

who have left Mexico City to start Hispanic 
ministries in the United States. I make no 
judgment of their calling. My desire is to bring 
attention to a city that needs missionaries. I 
was born in Michigan and grew up in Georgia. 
Remarkably, the population of Mexico City 
(over 19 million) almost equals the combined 
population of these two states. I have never had 
the privilege of visiting New York State, but 
Mexico City equals its population.1

Even in the midst of a changing nation, there 
remains one constant, the enemy. Satan will 
always either try to distract or destroy the 
Christian whether he is at home or abroad. Is 
it possible some are distracted and therefore 
reject the possibility God would have them 
be missionaries in this forgotten place? 
Admittedly, serving as a foreign missionary 
is not always pleasant and sometimes does 
become lonely. Yesterday, I visited a cemetery 
where our fourth son is buried. He would be ten 
years old now. I did not go alone. My wife and 
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I accompanied BIMI missionaries 
Jorge and Aimee Rodriguez. Their 
third child is buried in the same 
cemetery. Are we special and 
exemplary Christians? No, most 
certainly not. Each of us would 
say that we are simply Christians 
willing to follow God’s leadership 
and obey His will the best we 
know how. 
Now, what of our safety? Is your 
family safe? Fourteen years ago 
that was not a familiar question 
but it is now posed with worrisome 
frequency. This week I will have the 
privilege of spending time with a man who 
desires to come to Mexico and he is praying 
about where God would have him begin. 
However, even his pastor is concerned about 
his coming to visit his southern neighbor. 
Cumulatively, we have not suffered the works 
of evil doers but if that is God’s calling, we will 
be able to say that I know He loves me and His 
will is best. 
Is it possible for a humble missionary to 
convince any individual that Mexico City is a 
safe place to live and minister? I would like to 
try, but I am not an ambassador of any nation 
nor am I capable to quantify the demographic 
information in order to appeal to anyone’s 
satisfaction. What I can share is my own 
experience. Additionally, I can say that during 
these years God has been good. We have been 
blessed. I cannot say we have never been in a 
dangerous situation, but I can say we were 
never alone. Furthermore, these times have 
been the exception. Sometimes we were even 
unaware. Is it really any different where you 
find yourself today? Brother Terry Jones, who is 
BIMI’s Central America Field Director, shared 
with me what he has heard many times—“One 
is safer on a battlefield in God’s will than in a 
fortress outside God’s will.” Although I do not 
know to whom I should attribute the quote, I 
most certainly know why one could lift his voice 
and make known with confidence his heartfelt 
consensus. It is because God’s Word is true and 
never failing. Moreover, God Himself never 
fails, And he said, The LORD is my rock, and my 
fortress, and my deliverer (2 Samuel 22:2).

I will make no attempt to 
convince anyone that serving 
God carries neither risks nor 
dangers. Listen to these words of 
Christ in Matthew 16:24, “If any 
man will come after me, let him 
deny himself, and take up his cross, 
and follow me.” Now, is it safe to 
carry a cross? It was not for Jesus 
Christ, but it was the Father’s 
will and it is a requirement for 
all disciples of Christ. However, 
Jesus gives us this promise in 
Matthew 11:29–30, “Take my 

yoke upon you, and learn of me; for 
I am meek and lowly in heart: and ye shall find 
rest unto your souls. For my yoke is easy, and my 
burden is light.”
To know the love of God is enough for me and 
it is enough for others who continue to uphold 
the message of the cross even through physical 
trials. BIMI missionaries Mark and Donna 
Whiffen, for instance, have been in Mexico City 
since 2000. Donna has had ten surgeries and 
yet they remain here to carry the message of 
God’s love. Would they do so if God’s love and 
protection were not enough? What about you? 
Would you be willing to respond to a need that 
does not disappear? If just one yearned for the 
message of God’s amazing and saving grace, it 
would be sufficient cause to respond. 
Dear reader, today there is a people so near 
that desire a better life. I can tell you they see 
that better life in America. In 2009 the New 
York Times reported that more than 500,000 
Mexicans tried to go to America. Thousands 
upon thousands failed in their objective. May 
I invite you to respond? God created man to 
fellowship with the Almighty. The answer is not 
a new nation, more money, a dream or even a 
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new job. The answer is a new life, the new life of a born again 
child of God. While they seek to go out in search of something 
that will not change their lives, would you instead be willing to 
come to Mexico City? More than 19 million people need to hear 
the message of the Gospel. 
Perhaps many feel unqualified to participate in such an endeavor. 
May I tell you that this very thought is the reaction of each faithful 
servant of God that I know? The work of the missionary is much 
more than preaching. It involves teaching others to walk with God. 
It involves mourning with those you have grown to love. It involves 
answering the most difficult questions and responding to the most 
difficult situations. Will you respond? Will you be a beacon of light 
in a great city? And a vision appeared to Paul in the night; There 
stood a man of Macedonia, and prayed him, saying, Come over into 
Macedonia, and help us (Acts 16:9). Will you help us?

1 compare https://www.cia.gov/library/publications/the-world-factbook/geos/mx.html for Mexico City and
https://www.census.gov/popfinder/ for Georgia, Michigan and New York.
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