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A changed life who changes lives
By Bob Mach

Years ago in October of 2000, a twenty-nine-year-old man named Jules Séry 
came to visit our church in Bingerville, Côte d’Ivoire. After visiting for several 
weeks, he met with me in my office and made the decision to accept the Lord 
Jesus Christ as his personal Savior. I had no idea at that time how God would use 
this one man to make such an impact on our church and ministry. 

A couple of weeks later, Jules asked me if he could give a testimony in our Sunday 
morning service. One never knows what a new convert might say, yet having 
seen spiritual growth, I had confidence that he should speak. As Jules addressed 
the church, I was touched to hear him speak so personally to those present. He 
recounted the bad experiences he had in other churches and reminded those 
who were there that they had those same experiences as well. He concluded by 
exhorting all who were there to thank the Lord regularly as they could now go to 
a church in Bingerville where they knew they were hearing the Truth.

Jules showed signs of further spiritual growth as he realized his marriage 
situation was not as it should have been. The Ivorians have their traditional ways 
of marrying, but the law requires a ceremony at the City Hall. Jules came to see 
me to state that he felt his marriage should be correct in everyone’s eyes including 
the government. He made the arrangements and we had a great celebration.

Before long, we could see God’s hand on Jules’ life.  He became conscious of the 
spiritual needs of those around him and burdened to reach them with the Gospel.

Literacy ministry
When the church was a year old, I challenged our men to determine how to reach 
the Muslim and village communities better. At that time, we had no converts in our 
church from those two groups. Jules came to see me a few days later. He had done a 
demographics study and determined that the Muslim community in Côte d’Ivoire 
had the highest rate of illiteracy. As such, he developed a plan to open a literacy 
center as a ministry of our church. 

This plan gave birth to the Alpha Baptist Literacy Center of Bingerville. Each year, 
170 students, most of whom are Muslim, learn to read and write. Our graduates 
have a 93% success rate on the national exam to establish a junior high capacity for 
reading and writing. Much more importantly, we teach and preach the Scriptures 
regularly at the literacy center. As well, we have activities at the center that include 
our church people so that they begin to intermingle. Our literacy center students 
are required to visit our church a certain number of times each year. Today, we have 
many in our church who have come through the literacy center and who can now 
read the Scriptures for themselves.

Jules has directed this ministry from its beginning. Since 2007, the Ministry of 
Education in Côte d’Ivoire has declared our center as the best literacy center 
in our region that includes a quarter of the country’s population. Jules has 
been instrumental in teaching over 1,500 people to read and write. Even more 
importantly, he has been instrumental in giving the Gospel clearly and continually 

to these people who otherwise 
would not have heard the 
Gospel. Jules has worked with 
another member of our church 
to establish two other literacy 
centers in the north of Côte 
d’Ivoire through a church we 
have established there. 

Although the literacy ministry 
was a great success, there was 
still more work to do. God was 
going to use Jules in yet another 
way to reach the people of Cote 
d’Ivoire with the Gospel!

Medical ministry
In November of 2004, we were able to open a clinic to reach out to the villages 
around Bingerville. Jules eventually was given the responsibility to oversee the 
evangelizing of those who came to the clinic. He very quickly and effectively 
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organized this evangelism so as to have an account of every person who had come to the 
clinic as well as their reaction to the Gospel. Through this work, the work of Dr. Bernard 
Kadio and the arrival of missionary Kristine McLaughlin, we were able to use the clinic 
to open Bible studies in four villages as well as continually schedule medical preaching 
opportunities in many of the other villages. 

Jules directs these ongoing Bible studies and medical days, resulting in the salvation of 
many souls and the eventual establishing of churches in these villages. He also continues 
to direct our literacy ministry as well as teach our new converts class in our Sunday 
school department.

Commitment
Recently, Jules’ older brother came to visit me. He works in Italy but was back in Côte 
d’Ivoire for the burial of their father. Jules’ brother explained how years earlier, Jules 
had been the black sheep of the family. They were concerned he would never amount to 
anything and that he would be continually getting into difficulty. So starting in the year 
2000, he began offering to Jules the possibility to work with him in Italy. It is the dream 
of any Ivorian to work in Europe or the USA. However, Jules continually put off giving an 
answer. The family began to notice a remarkable improvement in his life.

“Today,” Jules’ older brother said, “Jules refuses to go to Italy. He refuses even to leave 
Bingerville to take control of the family businesses and to live in the large family home 
in Abidjan. Instead, he stays in his little home in Bingerville so he can continue in your 
church. Yet, he has become a respectable leader in our family and even his older brothers 
and sisters now seek his advice. So, Missionary, I just had to come today to see what has 
made such a fantastic change in my brother’s life.’’  What a joy to have been the one to lead 
him to the One who made that change!

May each of us likewise commit ourselves to spread the Gospel in the harvest field where 
God has placed us. May we, like Jules, turn away from the lure of the world’s goods and 
instead gather treasures in Heaven! W
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