
A century ago when missionaries said goodbye 
to their loved ones, churches and friends to 
depart for their fields of service, everyone 
understood it could possibly be the last time 
they would hear their voice or see their face. 
As travel time has shortened, mail service 
improved, internet service reached into the 
most remote corners of the globe, that reality 
has changed.

Today, many churches take advantage of the 
technology available to reach out to their 
missionaries in ways they could not have two 
decades ago. What would Adoniram Judson 
have thought about a SKYPE contact with a 
supporting church during a service in Burma? 
David Livingstone would have loved a FAX 
machine or a GPS! Mail went by ship, taking 
months to traverse the globe, in peril of storms, 
pirates and so many unforeseeable mishaps. 
News that six months before was pertinent 
and important became mundane by the time 
it arrived.

Something unheard of 50 years ago was a 
short-term missions trip to a foreign country 
to see the mission field firsthand. Travel was 
measured in weeks or months, not hours. Costs 
were astronomical compared to today. Now, 
missions trips in some churches are an annual 
event and beneficial to both the missionary as 
well as the one who travels.

One might travel to Venezuela to be with 
Carlos Arce during 
their Annual Men’s 
Camp. I have been 
many times and it is 
always a joy to see God 
work. This year at the 
closing campfire, a 
man gave testimony 
that his reason for 

attending was to kill another camper, but 
during the week he received Christ and his 
life is now changed. He asked the other man 
to forgive his new brother. Yeah! That is 
something to remember. One of the greatest 
blessings is to see so many trained Venezuelan 
pastors who are starting churches throughout 
the nation. May God be praised!

Moving to the Equator 
and the country of 
Ecuador one can visit 
the Lyon family who are 
studying the Ketchwa 
language so they can 
one day work among 
the Imbabura Quechua 
people. If you want to 
learn more about their day-to-day life learning 
language and culture before your visit, you can 
read their blog at www.lyonmissions.blog.com.

Another destination is Peru where there are 
several missionary families. The Earnharts 
have a thriving ministry, but they have recently 
returned from a medical furlough. Several of 
their children are facing major medical issues. 
They definitely need your prayers. There is no 
need to leave Peru yet. We can visit with the 
Jon and Nisha Harris family. They have been in 
Peru just a few years. Each day they learn just 
a little bit more of the culture and language. 

A Missions Trip Around South America
by Clint Vernoy

South America

William & Laura LyonWilliam & Laura Lyon

Earnhart FamilyEarnhart Family

Carlos & Susan ArceCarlos & Susan Arce



officer commented that they had never 
been treated so well by a dignitary.

When Peruvian authorities realized that 
our visitor was very well known in Great 
Britain, they insisted on a quick tour of 
Lima with a police escort. I sat on an 
UZI submachine gun between two police 
in the front seat. Dr. Paisley and another 
Irish MP had a policeman between them 
in the back seat who constantly waved 
his pistol out the back window. On the 
passenger side in the front, the policeman 
held his machine gun out the window to 
help us through traffic.

You can google Ian Paisley and read 
more about this unusual preacher 
and politician. Or you can come to 
the mission field and meet all kinds of 
interesting people!

Bolivia is farther south and at higher altitudes 
so you will need to get used to the air or lack of 
it! Don’t forget—if you go in summer—down 
here it is winter, so pack a coat along with the 
oxygen tank! 

The Jake Wiebe family is working in Santa 
Cruz. They have been there 20 years. They just 
returned from furlough and will be starting 
a new work soon. The exciting thing in 2013 
is that a mission group is coming down with 
CWE (Construction for World Evangelism), 
www.cwe-missions.org. They will build a new 
building for a church with the help of this 
organization. What an exciting way to be active 
and participate in missions work!

In another part of Santa Cruz is the Henderson 
family. Tony and Sarah just celebrated their 
13th anniversary year in 
the church they started. 
They are seeking a 
pastor to continue the 
ministry there. After a 
furlough they plan to 
begin a new work. Pray 
the right man will be 
found. 

If one goes to Argentina, 
he can meet the Brosius 
family or the Owens 
family. My wife and I 
went to language school 
with these families back 
in 1986. The Brosius 
family just had a project 
of distributing Bibles 
to the end of the world—literally! A group 
went down and passed out Bibles in different 
cities including Ushuaia, Argentina, the 
southernmost city in the world. More than 
30,000 New Testaments were passed out. The 
Owens family is on the other side of Argentina 
in the historic city of Tucumán. They have 
a wonderful ministry reaching out to the 
hundreds of thousands that live near the foot 
of the Andes Mountains. Thank God for their 
faithful service over the past decades.

Training men 
for the minis-
try is one of the 
greatest needs in 
any country and 
they look for-
ward to the day 
when men they 
have trained will 
take the leader-
ship of churches 
in Andajuaylas, Peru. The Tom Pace family 
has been in Peru for 50 years. Having started 
churches throughout the country, they have 
many experiences to share. One is you never 

know whom you 
are going to meet or 
what might happen. 
I’ll let Tom tell you 
about it in his own 
words.

Forty-five years 
in Peru! Can 
you imagine 

how many interesting and wonderful 
people we have met during this time? 
One of them was Dr. Ian Paisley, the MP 
(Member of Parliament) from Northern 
Ireland who spent a few days in Lima in 
1991. Before we met him, we knew he 
must be a great guy because of all the 
negative press he received in the USA. I 
had no trouble translating for him when 
he spoke to the Congress of Peru, as he 
spoke in normal English. But that night I 
invited him to preach to the new church 
that was meeting in our living room. As 
he preached a powerful Gospel message, 
the “Irish” came out and I had to stop 
him several times for clarification. 

The Peruvian government did not know 
he was coming until the last minute. They 
sent 21 fully armed security personnel to 
our home that night, so we invited them 
in for snacks. The next day Dr. Paisley 
invited them all to a meal at the Sheraton 
in order to share the Gospel. One police 

There are many other countries to visit and 
missionaries to know. Paraguay, Uruguay, 
Argentina and Chile are the countries of 
the southern cone. BIMI has missionaries 
in these countries in both the capital cities 
and the interior. 

All of these missionaries whom you can 
find listed at www.bimi.org/content/

fiSouthAmerica.php have many years of 
experience. They are touching many lives and 
nothing could be done without the help of 
their supporting churches and constant prayer 
support.

In today’s world we are as connected as we want 
to be—whether by internet or prayer letter. Get 
to know them, pray for them, remember them 
before the throne of God. Without you and 
God, the missionary can do nothing.
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We have been to the end of the world and 
back—literally!  The End of the World Bible 
Project allowed us to take the Word of God to 
the remote city of Ushuaia, Argentina. Located 
on the island of Tierra del Fuego (Land of the 
Fire) on the southern tip of the South American 
continent, Ushuaia is universally known as 
the southernmost city in the world. More than 
250 churches and individuals contributed to 
this project, helping us slightly exceed our 
goal of raising $125,000 and enabling us to 
print 50,000 New Testaments in Spanish. The 
generous response of God’s people led us to 
expand our distribution plans to include the 
city of Buenos Aires. 

On October 10, 2012, our distribution team, 
consisting of 10 people from the USA and five 
missionaries serving in South America, headed 
for Argentina, finally arriving in Ushuaia after 
more than 13 hours of air travel. For the next 
five days the words Es gratis, es un regalo, no se 
cobra nada, (it’s free, it’s a gift, no charge), were 
heard coming from every team member’s lips 
as we took to the streets of Ushuaia passing out 
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