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Credibility Through Consistency 
by Mark Lockhart

Pat Russell, my friend and BIMI missionary in Senegal, West Africa, stated that 
one thing he has come to understand is that “consistency creates credibility.” 
Many will be reading this article this summer while my wife and I will be 
reflecting on the time we were accepted as BIMI missionaries twenty years ago. 
Nonetheless, we were latecomers. Many before us have paved the way toward a 
measured level of acceptance as foreign missionaries in Mexico. They continue 
to go forward in ministries that were not anticipated so many years ago.
What do missionaries gain through a long consistent ministry? Our first 
thoughts as pastors, missionaries and even participants in missions through 
Faith Promise missions giving will probably focus on success. However, in my 
interviews with missionaries who have trudged through the work of a missionary 
for decades, none have ignored their trials. One stated to me that if it were not for 
God, he would not have stayed. He also said in the midst of trials that one cannot 
quit and run. If he does, he will leave others behind who are still lost. 
As American missionaries, some of these trials are tremendously humorous. 
Humorous or not, they are still difficult challenges. The less Americanized a 
particular region or people, the more complicated it becomes for missionaries to 
retain their own values and opinions of what is important. For instance, I recall 
an invitation to celebrate a birthday party with some church members. We were 
accompanied by friends whose daughter really enjoyed the soup. She requested 
a second portion. Our hostess asked her which one she would like. The young 
missionary said, “What kind is there?” “Well, sweetie, you can have the kind 
with tongue or the kind with brains.” That is when the heaves began!  

Missionaries Odis and Betty Seals arrived in 
the Yucatán Peninsula of Mexico in 1967. Their 
testimony of longevity on the mission field is 
riveting and soul stirring. Brother Seals told me 
that in order to reap the benefits of prolonged 
service, one must have goals, ideas and a 
continual desire for outreach. He acknowledged 
that not staying is problematic and that it is 
crucial that the people see us identifying with 
them. It is key that they know who we are and 
where to find us. Acts 4:13 says, Now when 
they saw the boldness of Peter and John, and 

perceived that they were unlearned and ignorant men, they 
marvelled; and they took knowledge of them, that they had 
been with Jesus. As Brother and Mrs. Seals have persisted in 
the ministry of missions for more than forty-six years, they 
have given this testimony that they too had been with Jesus. 
Brother Seals said that a missionary is not the one who lives 
in the big white house on the hill and comes down every 

once in awhile. One is not a missionary because of pleasantries or tacos but 
rather because it is the will of God. The Seals are servants who have reached out 
through the years to the particular needs of the people of the Yucatán Peninsula. 
They voluntarily cared for numerous children in their home, and the National 
Service of Integral Development of the Family brought children to their home 
seeking their assistance. 
The Seals have endured, served and sacrificed! They have trained each of their 
three children to love God and serve Him. Over the years they adopted four 
additional children. They love each of them and consider them as their own. 
Two of their adopted daughters are now full-time missionaries serving in the 
Yucatán Peninsula and reaching their own people. 

Obviously, children 
are a concern. Those 
children grow and 
eventually go away and 
no longer remain under 
our care. Such is the 
case of John Ridings. 
Brother Ridings lost 
his first wife, Martha, to illness on the 

foreign mission field. His 
daughter Rebecca lost 
her mother. Unwilling 
to quit, Brother Ridings 
persevered despite 
the obstacles. He also 
buried his second wife, 
Betty, in 2004. He has, 
by the grace of God, 
continued to be faithful. His daughter 
Rebecca, along with his son-in-law and 

grandson, is now a missionary serving with Brother Ridings in 
Juárez, Mexico. Another daughter Melissa serves with her family 
in Australia. Perhaps it would be appropriate to ask: “What if he 
had quit?”
A testimony of consistency will have an impact on the local 
people no matter who they are or what their nationality. This 
truth is borne out through the accounts of untold veteran 

missionaries. Our mission is united in Christ and that mission is the fulfillment 
of the Great Commission that we strive to carry out together. While we do so, 
we are witnesses to the triumph found through a persistent presence and are 
granted an exhortation and a promise in Galatians 6:9: And let us not be weary in 
well doing: for in due season we shall reap, if we faint not. 
Our own children are a part of that harvest. The individuals we personally lead 
to the cross through longsuffering and commitment are a part of that harvest. 
However, we cannot know the extent of the harvest until that glorious day of His 
appearing. Perhaps you are a missionary, pastor or faith promise partner who 
has been through trials or maybe you are just tired. Consider Luke 21:28: then 
look up, and lift up your heads; for your redemption draweth nigh.  This is our 
hope, but have we garnered credibility through consistency? W
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