
Having passed out countless tracts and Bible 
portions over the years, I am always thrilled 
when visible results are seen. Those results 
are obviously from the Lord, but they come 
through the scores of supporters who provide 
funds for the printing of these valuable 
resources. The following story is one of many.
Seeing the church sign at the corner of our 
street, Combaté (pronounced com-ba-tay) 
decided to visit our church that next Sunday. It 
was the first time he had ever visited a church. 
Quietly, he slipped in the back and quickly left 
before the final prayer. He continued faithfully 
coming for about a month; however, as before, 
he would slip in just after the service started 
and he would leave just before the end of the 
service, thus preventing me from speaking 
with him. Finally, after a month I moved to 
the rear of our church before starting the last 
hymn of that Sunday morning service and 
caught him before he left. I asked him to come 
and visit me during the week.

Combaté came the following 
day. After accomplishing 

the cultural formalities of 
greeting, I began to speak 
with him concerning 
salvation. I told him I 
knew he had heard the 

Gospel because I had clearly preached it on several occasions in church while 
he was there. When I asked him if he had ever accepted the Lord Jesus Christ in 
repentance and faith, he responded emphatically that he had. When I asked when 
this had occurred, he explained it had been after his first visit to our church!
This spiked my curiosity, so I asked him how he was saved. Combaté reminded me 
that we had given him a copy of John/Romans the first day he visited the church. 
He said he had taken it home and read it. After reading it, he had accepted Christ. 
I was somewhat leery. I asked him if he had clearly understood the Gospel after 
having read the books of John and Romans for the first time. He then reminded me 
there was a clear explanation of the Gospel in the back of the booklet with a model 
prayer as to how someone could accept Christ. In a demonstration of his new-
found faith, Combaté stated he was certain he had received eternal life. “Praise the 
Lord,” I thought, “for those who helped me print those John/Romans booklets.”
I wanted to probe further to see what had actually happened in his life, so I 
showed him 2 Corinthians 5:17 and asked if he felt he was a new creature. Again, 
he stated he was sure this was the case. When I asked him to explain, he gave me 
his background. Combaté came to the Ivory Coast from the country of Togo with 
five other men. Their occupation was the development of palm wine from the sap 
of the palm tree. Combaté explained that they fermented the palm sap and sold it. 
He admitted that since he was always involved in developing the wine, he found 
he was always involved in drinking it as well. In fact, he admitted to being drunk 
most of the time.
Yet, Combaté explained that from the moment he accepted Christ, he knew he 
could no longer drink or develop palm wine. Around that time, the other five men 
wanted to move to another city where they thought their business would do better. 
Combaté told them to go, but he was going to stay in our city. I immediately 
assumed that if Combaté was no longer working with these men, he would most 
likely return to Togo. When I asked why he was not returning to his homeland, he 
gave me a funny look and said he was staying in this town because this is where 
our church was located.
Quite thrilled, I asked how he was supporting himself now that he no longer 
sold homemade wine. Combaté said he was able to pick up little contracts doing 
agricultural work. He even gave testimony as to how he had found work right at 
the times he needed money. Although Combaté had attended our church for a 
month, this was the first opportunity I had to speak with him. However, I found 
that within that time, he had found Christ, his life was radically changed, and the 
Lord was already taking care of him.
Combaté has been a faithful church member for several years since his conversion. 
He is married to a fine Christian wife, Justine, and they now have a baby daughter, 
Eunice. This family, as well as many others, is truly fruit to the account of all those 
who provide for their missionary.
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