
Almost every week we have visitors at church, often as the result of people 
listening to the mission radio station we operate completely by solar power 
here in Uganda. As we have the privilege to see some of these listeners saved 
and discipled, it is always exciting when they develop a hunger for God’s Word 
and a passion for reaching others. In addition to our regular church services, 
personal discipleship, and Bible institute, Christian radio provides an ongoing 
opportunity to evangelize and edify those to whom we minister.
Christian radio has become one of the most effective means of reaching the 
souls living in distant and secluded places. Statistically, every home in Uganda 
has a radio, but because of the diversity of the three million people in our 
listening area, we broadcast in ten languages each week. The thousands of 
villages represented by this population are all in need of hearing the Gospel, but 
it would be impossible to visit them all in person. Many listeners realize the true 
Gospel of salvation is something that they have never heard in their villages. 
After listening and accepting Christ, they desire to learn more. Some visit one 
of the established churches we have scattered around the region; others call in to 
the radio station; still others continue to listen to the radio because that is where 
they hear sound Bible teaching and preaching to help them grow in Christ.
As we meet those saved through the radio, we have opportunity to disciple 
them. God calls some to the pastorate, and we begin training them both 
through the Bible institute and through individual lessons and mentoring. 
In time, these men start preaching points that eventually mature into local 
churches. At a recent week-long Bible institute in another town, two-thirds of 
the 73 men attending the institute module had come to Christ or were called to 
ministry as a result of Baptist International Missions, Inc. (BIMI) mission radio 
stations in Uganda! Those attending this one module represent fifteen churches 

and preaching points established by BIMI missionaries and their trained 
national leaders. All across Uganda, souls are coming to Christ and being 
directed to local independent Baptist churches through the radio ministry.
The results and opportunities for ministry that Christian radio brings are truly 
exciting. However, we were challenged to examine how to expand the ministry 
of radio to directly impact the efficiency of church planting. How can the radio 
be used to equip our national pastors as they train their church leaders? How 
can we help them establish new churches and preaching points? One way God 
has provided is through a new solar-powered radio/audio player. 
Generous churches and individuals provided funds during our furlough for 
the purchase of over 100 solar-powered radio/audio players that we brought 
back to Uganda. Thankfully, solar radios are currently exempt from customs 
duty and import taxes. These radios are “fix-tuned” to receive one or two of the 
seven independent Baptist radio stations operating in Uganda, and they also 
have a memory card with a capacity of over 300 hours of digital audio stored 
with proprietary technology. This prevents someone from using the solar radio 

By Dan Dwire — Uganda

Africa

Village Village 
pastor pastor 

with with 
radioradio

Dan 
in the 
studio



Richey Young 
February 10, 1937 — August 2, 2014

Dr. Richey L. Young (known to many in Jamaica as “Papa 
Bear”) went home to be with the Lord on August 2, 2014. 
After serving the Lord for 40 years in Jamaica, Richey Young’s 
wish to go to heaven from Jamaica was fulfilled. His final 
request that his heart be buried in Jamaica was honored in a 
special memorial service at Bethel Baptist Church at Gutters, 
St. Catherine, Jamaica, on August 10. Hundreds of people 
came from all over Jamaica and the world to honor Richey 
Young. Richey, although an American, was revered as a true Jamaican. 
As a man of vision, he started Bethel Baptist Church; he instituted a 
Bible camp; he started a Christian day school at Palmer’s Crossing 
Baptist Church, and he was a key man in organizing BIMI of Jamaica. 
Richey and his wife, Fran, were known by many Jamaicans as the “perfect 
couple.” The home of the Youngs was open to the needs of the Jamaican 
people. Their children (Jimmy, Janet, Jill, Joyce, and Jack) share many 
wonderful memories of the days when they were in Jamaica. Richey 
and Fran had a special ministry of parenting many of the Jamaican 
youth. It was said that “there wasn’t a meal without a Jamaican at the 
table.”  Richey was known for “his hugs of love.” One Jamaican shared 
this statement, “I never was told that I was loved until I came into the 
Young’s family.” As a result of their faithful ministry, many men and 
women came to Christ and are serving the Lord around the world today.

Wayne Wilson Harper
April 5, 1945 — August 17, 2014

On August 17, 2014, Missionary Wayne Wilson Harper went home 
to be with his Lord and Savior Jesus Christ after faithfully serving 
Him for many years. Wayne was diagnosed with pulmonary 
fibrosis in 2008, but he continued to stay as active as possible.
Wayne trusted the Lord Jesus for salvation at age 21 while serving 
in the US Army. He met his wife, Angela Harrell, at Bob Jones 
University, where they both graduated. Wayne served two years 
as an assistant to Dr. John Halsey at Great Hope Baptist Church in 
Chesapeake, Virginia. 

Wayne and Angela joined BIMI in 1975.  They served in Queensland and 
Melbourne, Australia, for over 37 years and started three churches in the 
Brisbane, Queensland, area. Wayne also started the Queensland Baptist 
Bible College. Wayne completed a Master of Ministry in 1998 and they 
moved to Melbourne to be assistant pastor at the Wesburn Baptist Church 
and to teach in the Victoria Baptist Bible College.
Wayne is survived by Angela and three sons:  Andrew, Sam, and Caleb. 
Please pray for them at this time of loss and adjustment.

to play another memory card with unedifying content. Powered by a built-in solar 
panel, these radios will be an ongoing source of preaching and teaching available 
every day of the week.
During the recent Bible institute module, we recorded the entire week of lessons in 
two languages. These complete 30-hour lessons, as well as the audio Bible in those 
languages, have been loaded onto the solar radios. Now, as these pastors return 
to their villages, many of them will have their Bible and the entire week of lessons 
available in audio form for their own review and for help as they teach others. We 
plan to continue to record future Bible institute modules, discipleship material, 
and other resources to further equip national pastors to plant more churches. Our 
prayer is that these pastors will be enabled to multiply their ministry by using these 
solar radios to train faithful men in their churches to reach the many communities 
around them. Not just each Sunday but each “Sun-Day”—with the help of solar 
radio—can be a day to learn more of God’s Son for villages all over Uganda. W
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