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...knowing and 
fearing God will 
naturally result in 
persuading men.

W

This is the first of three BIMI World magazines to be published 
this year. As we closed out 2014 and began 2015, BIMI adopted a 
new theme. The title of this editorial is our new theme, which was 
inspired by Paul’s declaration: For the love of Christ constraineth us; 
because we thus judge, that if one died for all, then were all dead (2 
Corinthians 5:14).
Paul could never overcome the wonder of all that Jesus Christ had 
done for him. Christ’s love constrained Paul to faithfully serve the 
One Who had reconciled him to God. This former Pharisee came 
to understand that true salvation was only by God’s grace and could 
not be earned by good works or dedicated service. In light of this 
truth, he equally understood that good works and dedicated service 
would be the reasonable result of a person who had experienced true 
salvation (Romans 12:1; cf. Ephesians 2:8–10). Specifically, Christ’s 

love revealed to Paul that the word of reconciliation had been 
committed unto him (2 Corinthians 5:19). Being constrained 
by the love of Christ meant that Paul was focused on pleasing 
God and persuading men.
First and foremost, Paul’s desire was to please God. He 
constantly lived with the thought that he would someday stand 
before God and give an account of what he had 
done in this life (2 Corinthians 5:9–10). As Paul 
lived for the Lord, he found that it often meant not 
being able to please men. There were many who 
opposed Paul’s ministry and spoke against him (2 
Corinthians 4:8–9; 5:12). Some went so far as to say 
Paul was crazy (2 Corinthians 5:13; cf. Acts 26:24). 
None of this mattered to him because pleasing God 

was his biggest concern. His greatest desire seemed to 
be hearing “Well done” when he stood before the Lord.
Because Paul was so focused on pleasing God, it was only 
logical that he was concerned about persuading men. 

Paul wrote, Knowing therefore the 
terror of the Lord, we persuade 
men (2 Corinthians 5:11a). This 
verse indicates that knowing and 
fearing God will naturally result 
in persuading men. It was burned 
deep into Paul’s heart that God 
had given him a ministry to reach those whose minds had 
been blinded by the god of this world (2 Corinthians 4:1, 
3–5). Again, it was only reasonable to Paul that in order to 
hear “Well done” at the Judgment Seat, he had to faithfully 
preach Christ to those in darkness.
All of this brings us to the following question, “Are we 
constrained by the love of Christ to carry out the Great 
Commission?” There is an old saying that came to my 
mind as I considered that question: “There are only two 
options on the shelf, pleasing God or pleasing self.” Is it 
our desire to please God even though we will often not be 
able to please men? There will always be opposition and 
words of accusation. Some may even call us “crazy.” Part 
of the opposition and accusations we face may even come 
from our own families. Nonetheless, Jesus said, “If any man 
come to me, and hate not his father, and mother, and wife, 
and children, and brethren, and sisters, yea, and his own life 
also, he cannot be my disciple. And whosoever doth not bear 
his cross, and come after me, cannot be my disciple” (Luke 
14:26–27). Considering what Christ has done for us, it is 
only reasonable that we live lives that are pleasing to Him. 
Only then can we expect to hear Him say, “Well done.”
If indeed we want to please God, then we will be focused on 
persuading men. Obviously, this reminds each of us to be soul 
winners every day. But beyond fulfilling that responsibility, 
perhaps God is speaking to you about preaching Christ in a 
specific area of the world to those whose minds have been 
blinded by Satan. The need is tremendous and the laborers are 
few! Perhaps you would consider serving in French Guiana, 
South America—or one of the other places highlighted in 
our Open Door Project (see the article on page 16). If God 
is calling you, then it is only reasonable that you respond in 
obedient faith. In order to hear God’s “Well done,” we must 
be about the business of persuading men in whatever corner 
of God’s harvest field we have been called to labor.
Let us never cease to be amazed by Christ’s love and what 
it means in light of eternity. The reasonable result of truly 
understanding what God has done for us will produce a 
desire to please God and persuade men. In other words, we 
will be constrained by the love of Christ to carry out the Great 
Commission. 
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