
In the early 1990s, PBS (Public Broadcasting Service) 
developed and aired a television program called Where 
in the World Is Carmen Sandiego?  The game show, aimed 
primarily at a youthful audience, was created partly in 
response to a survey conducted by National Geographic that 
revealed Americans’ shocking lack of geographic knowledge. Astoundingly, the 
survey discovered that only one in four Americans was able to accurately locate the 
Pacific Ocean. The program aired for about five years.  The phrase Where In The 
World Is __________ ? (fill in the blank with anything you want) became a popular 
cliché. This question came to my mind as I sat down to write an article about 
the urgent need for missionaries to take the Gospel to a place called French 
Guiana!    
Where in the world is French Guiana?  If you chose D above, you are right, but that 
still does not answer the question Where in the World Is French Guiana?  HINT: 
I am praying for God to raise up missionaries for French Guiana and I serve as 
the South America Director with BIMI.  Wait a minute, are we suggesting that 
FRENCH Guiana is in South America?  That is right, the answer to our geography 
quiz is South America. 

Truly an Open Door for the Gospel, French 
Guiana is located on the north Atlantic 
coast of the South American continent and 
is actually not a country at all but rather a 
department or state of France.  BIMI has 
no missionary presence in French Guiana.  
Not only do we have no missionaries there, 
after substantial research as of January 
2015, we do not know of any independent 
Baptist missionaries living and working in 
French Guiana.  It seems that this tropical 
French state that shares the mainland 
of South America is much more than a 
difficult geography question—it is a little 
known mission field. French Guiana is 
an Open Door for the Gospel. French 
Guiana desperately needs someone who 
will enter through that open door and carry 
the message of salvation to the more than 
235,000 French-speaking people living 
within its confines.  French Guiana is an 
open door to the Gospel in South America! 
Our research reveals numerous religious 
groups working in French Guiana, including 

evangelicals, Protestants, Pentecostals, and 
various cults. Sadly, it also demonstrates 
the pressing need for fundamental, 
independent Baptist missionaries to go to 
French Guiana to preach the Gospel and 
establish indigenous churches among the 
French Guianese people.
A mixture of Creole and Caribbean 
cultures, French Guiana has a modern, 
growing economy heavily influenced and 
subsidized by a large number of European 
nationals who live and work in French 
Guiana.  Their presence is largely due to 
the fact that French Guiana is home to 
the Guiana Space Center, a French owned 
spaceport  that is the prime launch site for 
the European Space Agency.  
There are three principal cities in French 
Guiana: Cayenne, with a population 
of approximately 61,500, is the largest, 
followed by Matoury (26,300) and Kouron 
(24,500).  All three cities are situated along 
a narrow coastal strip where the majority 
of the population resides.  While not one 
of these large cities has a fundamental, independent Baptist church, there are also 
countless smaller towns, interior villages, and ethnic enclaves with no Gospel 
witness. The need to train nationals to go into the interior villages is especially 
urgent!  The large coastal cities with no one to tell them of Jesus and the smaller 
towns all wait for someone to respond to the Great Commission’s command to GO 
and preach the GOspel to every creature.  We must move quickly and decisively to 
take advantage of this great open door for evangelism, church planting, and Bible 
training ministries in French Guiana, South America!
It might seem odd that a missionary would go to language school in Paris or 
Quebec in order to minister in South America, but I am confident God is calling 
SOMEONE to enter through this Open Door of opportunity to preach Christ to 
these seemingly forgotten people.  Who will step up and take advantage of this 
tremendous open door?  Who will learn French so they can go to South America? 
Who already speaks French that can use their knowledge of the language to reach 
lost souls in South America?  Please pray for French Guiana. 
For more information about ministry opportunities in French Guiana, please 
contact Roger D. Blevins, BIMI South America Director.

Where in the World
                Is French Guiana? 

French Guiana is

A. a French-speaking 
country in Africa,

B. an island-nation in the 
South Atlantic Ocean, 

C. a French-speaking 
Caribbean island, or

D. none of the above.
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