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But none of these things move me, neither count I my life dear unto myself, so 
that I might finish my course with joy, and the ministry, which I have received 

of the Lord Jesus, to testify the gospel of the grace of God (Acts 20:24).

In Jeremiah 1:5 God states that He knew before we were born what He had 
ordained for us. God also gave man the will to either follow God or to follow his 
own choices. God knew I would be born in Terrington St. Clement, King’s Lynn, 
Norfolk, England, to an American father who was stationed in England with the 
US Air Force and to an English mother. As a young person my actions were guided 
by my will—not by God’s choices for me. Then God began to reveal His ways for 
me as I attended church while growing up in America. At the age of 14, I trusted 
Jesus Christ as my Savior.
The Lord brought Charlotte, a young Christian lady, into my life. She and I were 
married in September 1974. We came to England in 1975 to visit my relatives 

and I saw firsthand the need 
of a Bible-preaching church in 
England. Under the preaching of 
BIMI missionary Bob Elzey from 
Jeremiah 18 concerning the potter 
and the clay, I surrendered to the 
call of God in March 1976 to go 
to England and start a church. In 
order to prepare for this calling, 
I attended and graduated from 
Tennessee Temple University in 
1981. During this time God gave 
us a daughter, Charity, and a son, 
James. 
After two and one half years of 
deputation, we arrived on the 
field on October 4, 1984. We 
worked with Ferrell and Barbara 
Kearney (BIMI) for eight months 
and then God led us to Spalding, 
Lincolnshire. On June 23, 1985, 
Calvary Baptist Church held its 
first service in the IVO Day Centre. 

There were many open doors and also many difficulties along the way. Three times in those 
first years the attendance went down to just our family. We were encouraged to know that 
God’s Word will not return void but will accomplish that for which it was sent. 
In June 1988 the church was organized with 12 members. Over the years we have had a large 
number of people come to salvation in the Lord Jesus. Over 40 followed the Lord in believer’s 
baptism and others joined by letter or statement of faith. Our children were a tremendous 
asset to the ministry. For over 18 years they were involved in teaching, 
playing the piano, and helping in all of the ministries. They are 
now married with children of their own and have a strong 
testimony for the Lord in America.
Some of the ministries the Lord has accomplished at 
Calvary Baptist Church, Spalding, are Sunday school 
and worship services, Wednesday Bible study and 
prayer meeting, leaflet (tract) distribution, four 
retirement homes, youth club, Morning Coffee 
outreach, Mothers and Toddlers Group, ladies 
fellowship, men’s ministry, holiday Bible Club (VBS), 
and support of five missionaries. We have seen one of 
our young men called and trained. He went to Romania 
as a missionary on July 11, 2016, to the glory of God.
In 2010 by God’s wonderful provision, a church building 
was made available to the church with one requirement 
that “the Gospel must be preached.” Money was spent on the 
building for a new roof, windows, doors, insulation, kitchen, 
and gravel car park. With an average attendance of 40, the church 
has been able to expand its ministry in the community.
On April 24, 2016, Calvary Baptist Church in Spalding inducted 
its own British pastor, Kevin Cowdrey and his wife, Clare, and 
their two children, Kaiden and Addison. It is now time to begin 
the next ministry that God has for our family. We have been 
so blessed to see God working and answering our prayers as 
He will for anyone who accepts His will for their lives. This 
ministry and work here in England could not have happened 
without those of you who have prayed and given financially.
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