
Our God is an amazing God! It is a privilege 
to serve Him. I am filled with praise and 
thanksgiving when I think of His leading in 
my life. He turned my intention of being a 
nurse to being a missionary. He directed me 
from a liberal Christian college to Moody 
Bible Institute and sound Bible teaching. He 
made it plain to me that instead of being a 
single missionary, I was to marry 
Burton Brush. That was one of the 
best things that happened to me 
because Burton was a student of 
God’s Word and helped me grow 
spiritually.

Burton had a great burden 
for Midwest USA. The small 
churches made it necessary to 
be bi-vocational. While starting 
a church in Duboise, Wyoming, 
he worked for the Wyoming 
Highway Department. That 
job led to a job with the US 
Highway Department as an engineer on the 
Pan American Highway being constructed in 
Nicaragua. There we became acquainted with 
Frank and Dorothy Rosser and first learned 
about Baptist International Missions, Inc.

After the Nicaragua job was completed, 
Burton was pastoring a small church back in 
the United States, producing a 15-minute daily 
radio broadcast, helping start churches in two 

nearby towns, and working a part-time 
job. Dolphus Price came for an 

evangelistic meeting and 
saw all Burton was trying 

to do. He encouraged 
us to apply to BIMI as 

church planting missionaries so Burton could 
concentrate more time to ministry. God had 
been leading step-by-step.

As a BIMI missionary, Burton began scouting 
out the towns, checking church needs, 
and locating people who desired to see a 
fundamental church started. He visited college 
campuses to locate pastors for the various 

openings. However, we soon ran 
into problems because families 
from the more populous areas 
of the Eastern United States 
experienced culture shock in the 
Midwest where churches and 
Christian fellowship was sparse 
and Walmart stores far apart 
(literally the reason one family 
gave for leaving after only three 
months in the church that had 
paid their way there to pastor). 
Many did not stay long. It became 
evident it would be wise to train 

men from the Midwest to serve there. Thus, 
Pioneer Bible Institute was begun in 1975.

From the beginning, I was involved in teaching 
Christian Womanhood, various teacher 
training courses, and some Bible related 
subjects such as Bible Customs and Manners. 
Burton worked long hours preparing and 
teaching Bible classes. Some pastors from 
neighboring towns helped in the early days. We 
had no dormitory so students drove in from 
nearby towns. In 1982 we moved to Rapid City, 
South Dakota, to a campus where we could 
have resident students.

Life for me was very busy. Some of those years 
I taught classes, managed our college book 

room, and cooked for our six to eight resident 
students. Putting our noon meal in a slow 
cooker, I could spend the morning at the office, 
hurry home at noon, and with the help of a 
student, have the meal on the table by 12:30. 
God does not require more of us than we are 
able to do and always gives strength.

In later years, we had few (and sometimes 
no) resident students. Burton concentrated 
on getting the curriculum into a format that 
could easily be used by pastors for personal 
study and for teaching in their local churches. 
He prepared an inductive Bible Study Methods 

course. He completed the doctrines courses 
in a question and answer format, providing 
Scripture references where students could 
find the answers and prepare their own set of 
notes. He also completed several book analysis 
courses in a similar format. He completed 
Bible Synthesis notes from Genesis to 1 John 
before he died in 2005.

After his death, I moved to St. Louis, Missouri, 
where the Pioneer Bible Institute curriculum is 
being used in the church where I am a member. 
It is my joy to lead students through the 
Bible Synthesis classes with the notes Burton 
prepared. They contain many pertinent notes 
about historical events and personalities that 
give a better understanding of Biblical events. 
It became my responsibility to prepare notes 
from 2 John through Revelation to complete 
notes on the entire Bible. What a challenge! 
I claimed 1 Thessalonians 5:24, Faithful is he 
that calleth you, who also will do it. The Lord 
provided opportunity for me to also teach 
Christian Womanhood in my church and in a 
church for the deaf.

As God continues to give me strength and 
energy, I have taken the responsibility of 
helping with a Good News Club in a local 
school and the Victory Clubs at our church 
where we bus in local children two Sunday 
nights each month. We use a format similar 
to the Good News Clubs. My passion is to 
see God’s Word at work in people’s lives for 
salvation and spiritual growth. 
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