
On September 16, 2012, Lighthouse Baptist 
Church (LBC) in Avondale, Arizona, held its 
Grand Opening service. It has been amazing 
to watch God work in the lives of people 
and see Him provide for 
the church. We have also 
watched the devil fight, but 
the Lord is all powerful and 
has a purpose and plan for 
LBC.
For four years and two 
months, LBC met in 
an elementary school. 
Although we knew we were 
exactly where God wanted 
us for the time being, we 
kept our “eyes and ears 
open” for a building or 
property to rent or buy. 
While we waited on the 
Lord’s timing, our church 
prayed, saved, took on 
twelve missionaries, and 
continued to reach people.
During this waiting period, there were several 
times when our hopes were raised but then 

God in His wisdom would close 
the door. In 2014 a lady from 

Phoenix flew to North 
Carolina and “happened” 

to visit the church of Ron’s mother. The two 
ladies met and Ron’s mother mentioned we 
were planting a church in Avondale. The 
lady explained that she had some land she 

wanted to give and got 
our contact information. 
After returning to Arizona, 
she called us and met our 
family. She talked with 
us for a few minutes and 
then asked how much 
land we wanted. These 
were extremely odd 
circumstances, and we 
were very excited!
For months we prayed, 
waited, looked into 
possible building options, 
etc. She began to express 
some uncertainty. Ron 
would call once in a while 
to see if she had made a 
decision. After several 
months, Ron realized God 

had closed the door. We did not know why the 
Lord allowed this unusual event to take place, 
but we knew He was still in control and we 
continued praying, looking, and waiting.
This past summer we looked at some buildings 
in a strip mall. We found one that had two 

suites, one was already divided into rooms. 
The other suite needed to be built out. Once 
again, we began making plans and sent a Letter 
of Intent to the landlord.
Three weeks later we were told the landlord 
had decided not to rent to us due to a previous 
negative experience with a church. While this 
was somewhat discouraging, the Lord showed 
us Isaiah 43:19, Behold, I will do a new thing; 
now it shall spring forth; shall ye not know it? 
I will even make a way in the wilderness, and 
rivers in the desert. God used this verse to 
remind us that He will make a way!
The same day that we received refusal, Ron 
drove by another strip mall across the street 
from the first one but did not see any “For Rent” 
signs. He called the realtor anyway. The agent 
said there were not any suites “technically” 
available but one tenant had not paid the full 
rent for several months. The realtor thought the 
landlord might be interested in renting to us.
Once again, we “started the ball rolling.” 
However, we had to go slowly as this was an 
awkward situation. The tenant was still in 
the building and was very emotional about 
leaving, although the landlord had been very 
gracious in allowing her to stay. After several 
days, we were able to look at the building. Our 
people were excited and thought the building 
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would work for us. We signed the lease on 
“our” 2700 square foot, three-suite building in 
mid-September!
Finally, on Wednesday, November 2, 2016, we 
held our first service in “our own” building! 
Since then, we have painted walls and made 
plans to enlarge the sanctuary and add rooms 
for nursery and Sunday school space. One 
of our regular visitors built a platform, a 
preacher in another city is building us a new 
pulpit, and one of our members plans to build 
a PA booth. A large sign for the front of the 
building has been ordered along with two 
smaller ones for the road signs. Several years 
ago, someone gave the church a piano and a 
church in North Carolina gave us the chairs 
we are now using. Two Sundays in December 
we took special offerings to help with the 
moving and remodeling expenses. We hope to 
keep as much money as possible in savings to 
eventually go toward a permanent building.
It has been wonderful to have a building we can 
call our own, and our people are excited about 
remodeling it to better suit our needs. Please 
pray for us as we finalize plans, get permits, 
and do all that is necessary for the renovation. 
We praise the Lord for all He has done and will 
do in the life of Lighthouse Baptist Church as 
we strive to move forward for His glory! W


