
When the phone rings late at night, it often brings bad news. 
Such was the case when the phone rang late one night for 
Carlos and Susan Arce, BIMI missionaries in Venezuela. 
The bad news was that it seemed inevitable that their beloved 
Camp Papagayo was about to be destroyed by a raging wild 
fire!

BIMI missionaries Wayne and Francis Witherell, who 
are the parents of Susan Arce, originally purchased the 
camp property in 1985. A lot of hard work and sacrifice 
had gone into developing the camp over the years. Camp 
Papagayo is host to around 20 different weeks of camp every 
year, including children’s camps, youth camps, men’s camps, 
women’s camps, and family camps. These camps are conducted by various independent Baptist 
churches from all around Venezuela, including many that have been started as a direct result of the 
church and Bible institute ministry in the city of Barquisimeto, led by Brother Arce. 

Speaking of how God is using Camp 
Papagayo, Brother Arce recently 
stated, “It would not be exaggerating 
if we said that more than one 
thousand have been saved from all 
over Venezuela. Also, many have 
been called into full-time service and 
hundreds of Christians have gotten 
their lives straightened out with 
the Lord at camp. Camp Papagayo 
is treasured by our people because 
so many remember the call of God 
they received and the decisions they 

made in that place.”

As one might imagine, when 
Brother Carlos and his wife 
got that chilling phone call in 
the night, they immediately 
felt a stabbing pain in their 
hearts as it seemed inevitable 
that Camp Papagayo was 
about to be reduced to ashes.

Around 12:30 at night I got a phone call and the voice said, “Preacher, behind 
and at the right side of the campground there is a fire burning the fields and it is 
reaching 6–8 meters high, and it is heading towards our campground!” My wife 
and I started to pray and give instructions on what to do if the fire reached the 
campground. I was thinking that to get to the camp would take two hours, 
which would be too late to help. The firemen were called, but there was no 
response. We continued to pray. Pictures and videos of the fire were sent to me, 
and the fire continued to get closer to the camp. I cried out to our God, “Lord, 
send your angels to protect, that not one little bit of the camp gets burned. You 
know how much work and sacrifice went into building this camp for Your honor 
and glory and how many souls have been saved here and lives changed. Please do 
not allow it to burn down and be destroyed.”

The lights went out, the main cables for telephones were burned, and there 
was no communication. We kept praying and praying. Then about 3:00 in the 
morning, without rain and the bush being very dry, the fire died out! When 
people went to check to make sure there were no live sparks, they saw that 
all around the camp the fields were burned but not one spark or flame came 
into the camp! It was as if there was an invisible wall around the camp to stop 
the flames from coming in. If you could see from above, you would see the 
marks of the fire all around the camp, but the camp itself was intact without any 
burned areas at all. So precise and clear is our God, and we want to give Him 
all the praise and glory for His mercies and protection.

Here is the story in Brother Carlos Arce’s own words: 

Around 12:30 at night I got a phone call and the voice said, “Preacher, 
behind and at the right side of the campground there is a fire burning 
the fields and it is reaching 6–8 meters high, and it is heading towards 
our campground!” My wife and I started to pray and give instructions on 
what to do if the fire reached the campground. I was thinking that to get 
to the camp would take two hours, which would be too late to help. The 
firemen were called, but there was no response. We continued to pray. 
Pictures and videos of the fire were sent to me, and the fire continued to 
get closer to the camp. I cried out to our God, “Lord, send your angels 
to protect, that not one little bit of the camp gets burned. You know how 
much work and sacrifice went into building this camp for Your honor and 
glory and how many souls have been saved here and lives changed. 
Please do not allow it to burn down and be destroyed.”

The lights went out, the main cables for telephones were burned, and there was no 
communication. We kept praying and praying. Then about 3:00 in the morning, 
without rain and the bush being very dry, the fire died out! When people went to 
check to make sure there were no live sparks, they saw that all around the camp the 
fields were burned but not one spark or flame came into the camp! It was as if there 
were an invisible wall around the camp to stop the flames from coming in. If you could 
see from above, you would see the marks of the fire all around the camp, but the camp 
itself was intact without any burned areas at all. So precise and clear is our God, and 
we want to give Him all the praise and glory for His mercies and protection.

And Jesus said unto them, Because of your unbelief:
for verily I say unto you, If ye have faith as a grain of mustard seed,

ye shall say unto this mountain, Remove hence to yonder place;
and it shall remove; and nothing shall be impossible unto you.

Matthew 17:20
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