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On January 24, 1848, James W. Marshall was 
building a lumber mill called Sutter’s Mill in 
Coloma, California, when he saw some shiny 
flakes glistening in a streambed. Marshall 
and his employer, John Sutter, tried in vain 
to keep the discovery a secret. However, by 
late 1848, the news had spread, and in 1849, 
the California Gold Rush became the largest 
civilian migration in United States history as 
approximately 300,000 people from the United 
States and 12 other countries rushed to the gold 
fields. In 1847, California was an obscure place, 
hardly known to most people. The population 
of San Francisco was around 800 persons. The 
bay was known as a sleepy little harbor. The lure 
for gold and fast fortunes changed everything. 
It determined the destinies of men, did much 
to shape the course of our nation, and forever 
altered the state of California. Today’s home 
of the NFL San Francisco 49ers (as the miners 
were called) is the place where Levi Strauss 
denim jeans, Wells Fargo bank, and Ghirardelli 
chocolates became famous as entrepreneurs 
found their gold in the selling of goods and 
services to the miners.    

I liken the opportunity God has given us in 
Botswana to that event, except we are engaged 
in A GOLD RUSH FOR SOULS. We are 
prospecting in a land of unlimited opportunity 
and among a people who are eager to hear the 
true Gospel. The 49ers risked it all, leaving 
homes and families behind, hoping that Lady 
Luck would lead them to gold. As we mine for 

souls in Botswana, we are not hoping to get 
lucky. We have the Lord’s command to “Go” 
(Matthew 28:18–20). By faith we have staked 
our claim upon His promises with prayer 
and hard work. Botswana is, as California 
once was, a remote and little known location. 
The African nation has a modest population 
nearing 2.4 million people. Yet, as Billy 
Sunday would say, “It is not necessary to be 
in a big place to do big things.” William Carey 
said, “Expect great things from God; attempt 
great things for God.” It is in that spirit that 
Ephesians 3: 20–21 became the theme verses 
for our ministry—Now unto him that is able to 
do exceeding abundantly above all that we ask or 
think, according to the power that worketh in us, 
unto him be glory in the church by Christ Jesus 
throughout all ages, world without end. Amen.

In 1966, Botswana became an independent 
nation. The discovery of diamonds in 1967 
has financed its modernization as a developing 
country. The mines supply one quarter of the 
world’s diamond market and boast the world’s 
richest mine by value. Botswana today is known 
for its wildlife management, safaris, cattle 
industry, and Kalahari Desert. It is also known 
for being the Gem of African democracy and 
early death rate as 25 percent of the population 
is HIV positive. Previously inhabited by the 
various Bantu tribes that comprise the Tswana 
people, present day Botswana is populated 
with people from all over Africa and large 
concentrations of ethnic groups from India, 

China, Asia, and the Middle East. Most foreign 
residents reside in the capital city of Gaborone 
(population 232,000), where Islamic mosques, 
Buddhist and Hindu temples, and churches of 
every kind are being erected alongside modern 
shopping malls, apartment buildings, and 
middle class housing developments. Jet planes 
landing at the small international airport fly 
daily over the ruins of David Livingstone’s 
mission at Kolobeng, where 172 years ago he 
built the first church in Botswana. The beauty of 
Botswana is that one can drive 30 minutes out of 
the capital city and see the yesteryear way of life 
in rural villages, where modernization has had 
minimal impact on the traditional way of life.     

In answer to God’s call, we landed in Botswana 
on January 20, 2017, as the first (and only) 
BIMI missionaries serving here. The work God 
is doing, like the California Gold Rush, will 
determine the eternal destinies of men. The 
work of God is vital to help shape the course of 
this developing African nation. Most Batswana 
are hungry for the truth found in God’s Word. 
The incredible opportunities that exist to 
evangelize and plant churches in this country 
are like nothing I have ever seen or been a part 
of in over 30 years of ministry. Let me briefly 
list a few of the main accomplishments of the 
past 27 months:

• Established legal recognition of 
a recognized association for BIMI 
through which we and future 
missionaries can secure the permits 
needed to live in Botswana

• Established Grace Baptist Church 
through soul winning and discipleship 
with 50 saved and baptized and a 
weekly average of 80+

• Established a Bible institute to train 
faithful men for ministry—expanded 
this ministry and are now a registered 
international school using the Faith 
Bible Institute curriculum with 14 
students registered to begin the fall 
semester

• Distributed over 70,000 copies of the 
Scriptures—ready to print in country 
an additional 50,000 New Testaments 
in the Setswana language

• Preached to many thousands at 
colleges and schools, government 
offices, police stations, military 
bases, etc., witnessing many 
professions of faith

• Conducted Bible Time Clubs 
each week in two schools with 
approximately 1,500 students and in 
outlying villages on Saturdays 

More could be added to the list, not to boast of 
ourselves but only to highlight what can be done 
when someone with a willing heart goes to that 
place where God has prepared a harvest. He 
gives the increase! Our prayer is that the Holy 
Spirit will use this article to prompt someone to 
answer the call of God on his life to just sell out 
for Jesus, pull up whatever stakes one must, and 
by faith take God at His Word to come here to 
Botswana or to wherever God is calling.  

Mining for gold in California was more 
difficult than expected. The 49ers faced a lot 
of hardships and hazards. Mining for souls 
on any mission field is not an easy task. As 
blessed as it is to hit pay dirt, there is the reality 
of the required daily digging that is not so 
enjoyable. Missions work is certainly not for 
the fainthearted or those who are quick to quit 
when disappointed or discouraged. In missions, 
one finds out quickly that “all that glitters is not 
gold.” There are some places where God asks 
a missionary to suffer long seasons of digging 
before even one soul is saved. In Botswana, we 
are constantly contending with undercurrents 
of demonism as Charismatic false prophets 
deceive the hearts of the simple with their 
lying signs and wonders. New Christians have 
to be taught to abandon sinful traditions and 
cultural practices that are engrained in them, 
choosing rather to embrace biblical convictions 
and a godly way of life. It is very much the case 
in much of Africa. To put it in perspective, we 
are not as discouraged by the lack of fruit as 
much as we are burdened, wishing we could 
do more to recover the treasure that lies in 
waiting, with few laborers here to help us 
recover it. Dr. Snyder once said that we must 
live life and approach ministry every day with 
a divine dissatisfaction in our hearts. That 
divine dissatisfaction has morphed into an 



undying burden to see God call co-laborers 
into this harvest field. In the mid to late 1800s, 
a newspaper writer issued a public challenge 
that is still familiar to us today, “Go West, Young 
Man, Go West!” And they did! I often wonder, 
“Where is that spirit today?” Thank you to every 
pastor who has a heart for missions, but where 
are the parents, professors, and pastors who 
dare our young people to believe God and GO 
to the ends of the earth in response to our Lord’s 
command? Why is it that more missionaries 
are leaving the foreign fields instead of going to 
them? Is the rush over? No! We live in a moment 
of time when literally around the world fields 
are ripe unto harvest! Do not succumb to the 
doom and gloom faith of the naysayer. God is 
doing a mighty work in our generation!

Not all who came to California found gold as 
miners. Some made their fortune supporting the 
efforts of the diggers. I appreciate our supporting 
churches and prayer warriors back home. You 
are vital and we could not do it without you! 
However, we must have some co-laborers in 
the field if we are going to hit the mother lodes 
in our mission fields. In addition to church 

planters, we need preachers and Bible teachers, 
Sunday school and Christian school teachers, 
children’s ministry workers, people to help with 
music, tech guys (or gals), and craftsmen, etc. A 
Christian business owner or investor could start 
a lucrative company to employ the unemployed 
and underemployed masses of young people in 
Botswana (think of Levi Strauss and his impact 
on the world). Our main goal will always be 
to train national church planters and the lay 
leaders who help them, but what if we had an 
army of skilled diggers helping us to do it? 

Gold rushes are exactly that, a rush to get to the 
gold before the opportunity is gone. No matter 
how great, they soon become a part of history. 
No one knows how long they will last. Every 
Bible-believing Christian knows Jesus will come 
soon. We must do whatever we are going to do 
with a sense of urgency, knowing our opportune 
time will come to an end. 

As the 49ers journeyed across the country to the 
gold fields of California, they would sometimes 
be asked why they were going. One man’s reply 
became a famous idiom, prompting songs and 
movies even to this present day, “There’s gold 
in them thar’ hills.” I can tell you that there are 
souls here in Botswana, precious people waiting 
for someone to tell them of Christ! Would God 
have you to come? If you cannot come, please 
pray and ask God to send someone in your 
stead, then do all you can to help them get here.
There is gold in this land and we need to get it 
while there is still time!  W


