
by Mark Lockhart

Considering the abundance of statistical 
information about evangelistic outreach, 
reaching out to the elderly would seem a wasted 
effort. On the other hand, we could acknowledge 
that the time to reach people in their golden 
years is quickly concluding! 

What do they have to offer? In the past, I have 
rejoiced with the readers of BIMI WORLD 
over the longevity of some of God’s faithful 
servants who are missionaries. Now it is my 
desire to encourage missionaries, pastors, and 
congregants to reach out to a harvest that is 
white—unless maybe they dye their hair!

A missionary recently told me a statement 
made by a pastor more than 40 years ago. “One 
of the things of which I am sure is that fifty 
percent of our congregation is unsaved.” That 
same missionary recently heard the statement 
repeated. We would all want to think better of 
our own congregation. However, I submit that 
the potential of an unsaved congregation is 
real. “Approximately 76% of American adults 
consider themselves Christians. Only about 40% 
consider themselves as having been saved or 
born again. That is because the concept of being 
saved is largely restricted to Fundamentalist[s], 
other Evangelical[s], and other conservative 
mainline denominations. Many members of 
Roman Catholic [churches], mainline/liberal 
Protestant denominations, and followers of 

other religions do have religious conversion 
experiences. However, they do not necessarily 
involve being born again in the religiously 
conservative sense. Barna Research, the largest 
religious polling agency in the U.S. found that 
the overwhelming percentage of those who 
are saved have experienced salvation before 
reaching their fourteenth birthday.”1

Many sincere and moral people are without 
Christ. The conversation of Nicodemus and 
Jesus sheds light on this simple fact: Jesus 
told Nicodemus that he must be born again. 
The Scripture clearly tells us man’s part in 
salvation. And as Moses lifted up the serpent in 
the wilderness, even so must the Son of man be 
lifted up: that whosoever believeth in him should 
not perish, but have eternal life (John 3:14–15). 
Unfortunately, as Satan continues his deceit, 
many sincere people, including the elderly, are 
trapped in religious deception.

Nonetheless, there remains hope for the 
salvation of those who confront the proverbial 
downhill decent of life. That hope is Truth. Jesus 
saith unto him, I am the way, the truth, and the 
life: no man cometh unto the Father, but by me 
(John 14:6). And ye shall know the truth, and 
the truth shall make you free (John 8:32). I want 
to tell the story of missions through the lives of 
three seniors, two of whom are now in Glory. 

Titus by Mark Lockhart

It was more than four years ago that I invited Connie to church, and it was more than three years 
before she responded to the invitation and trusted Christ. This past February Connie invited Titus 
to attend the Grace Baptist Church in Ecatepec, Mexico, where I am the 
pastor. Titus had faithfully been attending our Wednesday Bible Study 
when he inquired of Connie why no one called him Brother. She told 
him that if he wanted to be a brother, he needed to become a child of 
God by being born again. On April 3, a visiting pastor, Kenneth Walters, 
preached our evening service and spoke on the subject of compassion. 
Titus, who is 74 years of age, understood the compassion of Christ for 
him. He stated that he wanted to be a child of God. One of the men of 
the church shared the plan of salvation with Titus. He bowed his head 
and accepted Christ. 

Genoveva by Ron Goodman

Genoveva Magallanes Garcia, January 10, 1939 – December 4, 2018, died one month shy of her 
80th birthday. Genoveva was baptized as a baby and raised Catholic, just like most of the people in 
Mexico. She married and had five children. She had three girls, and being devoted to her faith, she 
named them all María (Mary) and then gave them a different middle name by which they would 
be called. María Guadalupe, or Lupita, was her middle child. As a young girl, Lupita was sent to a 
convent to live with the nuns. She was very devoted to the Catholic faith, and she was the pride of 
her mother. 

In 2003, Lupita, now grown and with a family of her own, was faithful to the Catholic faith that her 
mother, Genoveva, ingrained in her. However, there was something wrong. She felt empty. She felt 
that something was not right—that something was missing. On a Sunday in late May, Lupita went 

to the church she had attended since she was a child. After the Mass, 
she got down on her knees and asked God to show her if what she 
believed was the truth. Three days later, I had the privilege of knocking 
on her door. I patiently explained the Gospel to her detail by detail, but 
she did not accept the Lord that day. However, I returned that Saturday 
and was able to lead her husband to Christ. As Lupita watched her 
husband, with tears in his eyes, pray to accept the Lord, she knew that 
God had answered her prayer and had sent someone to tell her the 
truth! That day, Lupita also accepted the Lord with all her heart!

Lupita and her husband, Salomon, were saved on the last Saturday 
in May 2003. They began to faithfully attend our church in Morelia, 
Michoacán, Mexico, and were baptized on July 31. They were both 
excited to know the Lord and to share their new faith with others. 
Many of their family members and friends were saved and began 
attending church with them. Not everyone was happy about this 
wonderful change. Genoveva was tolerant when her daughter Lupita 
told her that she had been saved, but she was absolutely devastated 

when she followed the Lord in believers’ baptism! Genoveva totally cut her off. For three difficult 
years, Lupita tried to communicate with her mother, but to no avail. Genoveva would not talk to 
her daughter. This was very upsetting for Lupita, but with the encouragement of her husband and 



by the grace of God, she remained faithful. As time passed, Genoveva came to accept that her 
daughter would not change her mind and began to reestablish their relationship. However, they 
would have to stay off the subject of religion.

At the end of 2018, Genoveva, who had been living with her oldest daughter, returned to Morelia. 
She seemed to be healthy for her age and was active and lively. However, Genoveva was very sick. 
The doctors said she had only months to live. Lupita and Salomon talked to her about Christ and 
she was much more open to listening. She came to church with them in September, where she 
heard the Gospel plainly preached. In October, I went to see her and very thoroughly shared the 
Gospel with her and prayed with her. She was not totally convinced at that moment, but she was 
having doubts about her Catholic beliefs. On November 28, her Catholic priest came to visit and to 
administer the sacrament of communion. To everyone’s surprise, she did not want it! She began to 
ask her priest many questions, but she was not satisfied with his answers. She told him he should be 
telling people the truth! The next morning she lay awake talking with Lupita. She told her daughter, 
“I am not scared to die. I’m prepared!” Lupita asked her, “Do you accept Jesus Christ as your only 
and sufficient Savior?” She replied, “Yes!” Lupita asked, “If you were to die at this instant, where 
would you go?” She said, “I will go to heaven with my Lord Jesus Christ.” She then said, “The pastor 
explained it to me very well.” She began to laugh and said, “The pastor is very patient.” As the 
conversation was ending, Genoveva said to Lupita, “Keep on going to church.” Just six days after 
that conversation, Genoveva entered into eternity. She is now in the presence of the Lord!

Elenita by Nick Sutmaier

We were just finishing a visit on Saturday afternoon when I got a call from a lady in our church 
who was also making visits. “Come quick! Elenita fell off the steps!” My first question was “Where 
are you?” When she told me where they were, my heart began to sink. My soul-winning partner 
and I raced to get there. The crooked, broken, concrete stairs are very 
steep down the side of a 200 foot embankment. Elenita, 81 years old, was 
trying to come up those stairs and fell about 10 feet. When we got to her, 
she had no vital signs and we began CPR immediately. We called 911 and 
nobody answered. 

Despite our efforts to revive Elenita, she went to be with the Lord two 
years from the day her husband died of cancer. She passed away while 
sharing the Gospel. We stayed with her body until the coroner came 
five hours later. They did an autopsy and found the cause of death was 
a stroke. It could have happened in her kitchen or in front of her house, 
but it happened while she was serving the Lord! I later asked what in 
the world they were doing there and her soul-winning partner said that she insisted on seeing the 
family and nothing was going to stop her. Elenita went home to be with the Lord after making that 
last visit only a few feet away from their house. Elenita was a soul winner. We have several families 
in our church because of her. 

We were all shaken by her sudden death. Her children told me that it was her wish to die while 
serving the Lord. Elenita gave her all for our Lord up until the end. At her age, she could have 
rightly had a good excuse for not going out and telling people about our wonderful Savior, but she 
decided she only had one life to spend for Jesus. 

What is the work of missions? Soul winning and discipleship! We cannot give in to the idea that 
investing in the elderly will not give results. Are the elderly worth the time? After all, their time may 
be short. Indeed, the time is short for us to reach them. It is a joy to see those same saints reaching 
out to others. Although their time may indeed be short, I am reminded of James 4:14, Whereas ye 
know not what shall be on the morrow. For what is your life? It is even a vapour, that appeareth for a 
little time, and then vanisheth away. 

We must all be aware that our time to serve may be no longer than the time we have to reach one of 
these dear elderly people for Christ. Additionally, we must be conscious that many of them will be 
willing to give their precious little time in service to our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ.

Young or old, we are called to participate in the Great Commission, and we are called to reach the 
world—young or old. Remember, while there is life there is hope!
1 www.religioustolerance.org/chr_savy.htm
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