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Perhaps the title of this editorial caused you 
to ask, “Is there any such thing as a good 
roadblock?” Some would say that a good 
roadblock is an oxymoron. Nonetheless, not all 
roadblocks are bad. As a matter of fact, many 
of the roadblocks along the pathway of life are 
extremely good. Having the proper attitude is 
the biggest determining factor as to whether a 
roadblock is detrimental or beneficial. 
No matter what road we travel in life, we 
will experience roadblocks. However, in 
this editorial, I would like to consider three 
good—and essential—roadblocks that God 
places in front of young people who surrender 

to full-time missionary 
service. The excitement 
of having been called to 
the mission field often 
produces a sense of I 
need to be there now. 
However, God places 
good roadblocks in 
their paths that seem 
to—from a human 
perspective—add time 
to their journey.
The Education Road-
block is one of the first 

roadblocks that a young person encounters on 
his way to being a church planter. Paul wrote 
that Israel had a zeal of God, but not accord-
ing to knowledge (Romans 10:2). If an Israel-

ite remained in that state, the result would be 
destruction. Likewise, if a missionary candi-
date has a zeal for missions but not according to 
knowledge, the results can be detrimental. Too 
many young people crash through the Educa-
tion Roadblock and cause damage to them-
selves and others. It is important that a future 
missionary receive a proper education in order 
to be prepared and equipped. The local church 
is God’s center for educating and preparing 
someone for the mission field. This is where 
the future missionary learns about ministry 
and the operation of the local church. Addi-
tionally, there are other institutions that God 
uses in the lives of Christians to prepare them 
for missionary service. For example, Bible 
colleges are places where students gain book 
knowledge as well as countless other life les-
sons found only in the college setting. 
The Deputation Roadblock is the second 
good roadblock I would like to mention. 
Although there are many today who think of 
deputation as an antiquated necessary evil, 
I truly believe it is a modern-day, beneficial 
roadblock that God continues to use in a 
tremendous way. Deputation allows the 
missionary candidate to raise his necessary 
financial and prayer support. Too many 
missionaries hurry past the Deputation 
Roadblock and arrive on the field under-
supported. Sadly, a good number of those 
missionaries leave the field discouraged and 
deep in debt. Deputation is a tool that God 

uses to develop and support missionaries, to expand the 
missions outreach of local churches, and to call more laborers 
into His harvest field.
Finally, the Adaptation Roadblock is essential to 
effective ministry in a foreign culture. Cross cultural 
adaptation entails innumerable aspects of missionary life 
and is a learning process that never ends. One of the most 
important parts of adapting to a new culture is learning the 
language. Sometimes missionaries go around the language 
school part of the Adaptation Roadblock and try to pick 
up the language as they continue traveling down the road. 
Others hire a part-time tutor and learn just the basics. 
Sometimes a husband learns the language well but fails to 
get the same level of training for his wife. Again, too many 
missionaries leave the field discouraged because they ignore 
the Adaptation Roadblock.
There are some who consider the three roadblocks mentioned 
above as unfortunate obstacles rather than unlimited 
opportunities. They reason that rather than spend four years 
in Bible college, two years on deputation, and a year or two in 
language school, they should instead be on the field winning 
souls. However, God’s Word teaches that roadblocks are not 
only allowed by God but also ordained by Him. For example, 
Moses did not spend just four years in Bible college but, 
rather, 40 years in “Wilderness University” before leading 
the Israelites out of Egypt (Acts 7:30). Later in his life, while 
hearing the desperate cries of dying Israelites who had been 
bitten by serpents, Moses took the necessary time to properly 
prepare a brazen serpent and put it on a pole—a process that 
most likely took a great deal of time and effort (Numbers 
21:9). Additionally, even though the laborers are few, Paul 
admonished Timothy to lay hands suddenly on no man (1 
Timothy 5:22).
I mentioned earlier that attitude plays a large part in whether 
or not a roadblock is good or bad. There is much truth to the 
saying attitude determines outcome. We can view roadblocks 
to be something negative—obstructions, restrictions, 
distractions, or simply a waste of time. Or, we can consider 
roadblocks to be something positive—divine delays, 
providential pauses, heavenly hindrances, or simply God’s 
guidance. So, it is important that we have a biblical attitude 
toward roadblocks. As we do, we will find that 

W

good roadblocks
are actually

directional signs
that God uses to safely and efficiently 

lead us to our final destination.


