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Imagine being able to preach the Gospel and 
disciple people from the Philippines, China, 
Hong Kong, Taiwan, Vietnam, India, Indonesia, 
Ghana, Zambia, Sudan, Ethiopia, Congo, 
Liberia, Sierra Leone, Venezuela, Ecuador, 
Canada, and the United States all at the same 
time in one city at one local church! That is 
exactly what we have the privilege of doing 
every Sunday at the Metro Baptist Church in 
Burnaby, British Columbia, Canada. Imagine 
hearing the stories of people from 18 different 
countries and then having the opportunity to 
serve the Lord with them! In addition to our 
current attenders, the Metro Baptist Church has 
also welcomed individuals from Afghanistan, 
Iran, Iraq, Brunei, Russia, Korea, Japan, Mexico, 
Brazil, Trinidad, Malaysia, Jamaica, Haiti, 
Germany, Poland, South Africa, Mozambique, 
and Nigeria. That is another 18 countries! Some 
merely visited the church, but others became a 
faithful part of the congregation while they lived 
in Burnaby. Recently, we met and witnessed 
to individuals from Albania and Turkey, 
bringing the total number of nationalities we 

can remember encountering to 38! There is no 
way we could visit that many countries in one 
lifetime to share the Gospel, yet God has given 
us the privilege to meet and minister to people 
from all of these nations on a regular basis. This 
is a reality in Burnaby because so many people 
have chosen to leave their home countries and 
immigrate to the Greater Vancouver area.
Burnaby is in the heart of Metro Vancouver, 
British Columbia. This area ranks fourth in 
the world for foreign-born residents. The 2011 
census reported that 45 percent of the residents 
were born outside of Canada.1 This can be 
seen wherever one goes in Greater Vancouver. 
No matter where we shop or eat or tour, we 
can hear languages we are not accustomed to 
hearing, and then meet the people speaking 
those languages and discover another part of 
the world. What an incredible opportunity to 
impact the world with the Gospel from one 
city! We are seeing our ministry begin to have 
a global impact in some ways, and we pray God 
increases this worldwide influence. One of our 
Ethiopian members recently felt burdened to 



allow his house in Ethiopia to be used for a new 
independent Baptist church plant. Another 
member from Hong Kong is serving as a BIMI 
missionary in Grenada. Throughout the year, 
we challenge people to write or call their family 
members back home to share the Gospel with 
them. Whenever our people travel home, they 
try to witness to their unsaved family and 
friends in their home country. The possibilities 
of impacting other nations is mind-blowing. 
Most of those who have immigrated to Canada 
do not desire to return to their home countries 
to live, but they certainly love their people and 
long for them to be saved.
Toronto, Ontario, Canada, has a slightly 
higher percentage of foreign-born residents 
and gives churches in that city these same 
amazing opportunities. Montreal, Ottawa, and 
Calgary are additional Canadian cities with 
growing immigrant populations as well. All of 
these Canadian cities need more independent 
fundamental Baptist churches, and the 
already-existing congregations in these cities 
need more help to reach the masses coming 
to them. Take a few minutes to ponder what is 
happening in these cities—the world is literally 
coming to them. We can reach people from all 

over the globe by evangelizing these extremely 
diverse, densely populated, multicultural cities.
Would you pray for God to send more laborers 
to Vancouver, Toronto, Montreal, Ottawa, and 
Calgary? We desire to give the Gospel to the 
masses of this city in their own languages. Thus, 
the Lord led us to design a tract that directs 
people to a website where they can do just that! 
With the help of others, we organized a website 
that has the Gospel given in 19 different 
languages. The URL is understandjohn316.
com. During a four-day marathon in June, 
thousands of understandjohn316.com tracts 
were distributed throughout the Greater 
Vancouver area. Would you pray for many to 
hear the Gospel in their own language and 
accept Christ as their Savior?
What an incredible opportunity God is giving 
Christians who live in these cities! They have 
the privilege to share Christ with people 
from every corner of the globe. It is a small 
glimpse of what heaven will be like when every 
kindred and tongue and people and nation are 
assembled to worship the Lord Jesus!
1 https://vancouversun.com/news/staff-blogs/vancouver-
fourth-for-foreign-born-residents-but-is-it-cosmopolitan
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