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We are depending 
on Him, not just for 

some things but 
for all things—a 

complete, confident, 
continual, constant, 
and comprehensive 
counting on Christ. 

W

This is a special year for Baptist International 
Missions, Inc. (BIMI). June 2020 marks 60 
years of ministry for our 
mission agency. There 
have been many changes 
in our world since the 
official organization of 
BIMI on June 28, 1960. 
Nonetheless, one of the 
things that remains the 
same is our dependence on 

J e s u s 
Christ. 
W h e n 
BIMI began 60 years 
ago, we were Counting 
on Christ. Today, we are 
still Counting on Christ 
and as we look to the 
future, we will continue 
Counting on Christ. 
We are celebrating 60 
years and counting—
Counting on Christ. 
As you may have 

concluded from the opening paragraph 
of this editorial, BIMI’s theme for 2020 is 
Counting on Christ. We are depending on 
Him, not just for some things but for all 

things—a complete, confident, continual, 
constant, and comprehensive counting 

on Christ. There are 
many things that could be 
mentioned, but I would 
like to write about three 
particular things for which 
we have been and are still 
counting on Christ.
First, we are counting 
on Christ for additional 
missionary personnel. 
The one main prayer request 
Jesus gave us was for more 

labourers for His harvest field (Matthew 
9:37–38; Luke 10:2). Baptist International 
Missions began 60 years ago with just a 
handful of missionaries. God has continued 
to call Christians to full-time missionary 
service since that time and He is still calling 
laborers. Some have asked if the number of 
those being called to full-time missions has 
decreased in recent days. My answer is that 
God is still calling as many now as He did 
in the past—perhaps even more. However, 
I do not believe Christians are responding 
to God’s call as they did 60 years ago. 
Nonetheless, we are not discouraged, but 
we are confidently counting on Christ to 

continuously call laborers who will respond to the tremendous 
need for additional missionary personnel.
Second, we are counting on 
Christ to provide His power 
to accomplish the task of 
worldwide evangelization. In 
Matthew 28:18, the recently 
resurrected Christ makes the 
declaration that all power had 
been given unto Him. The 
Lord’s declaration is followed 
by the command “Go ye 
therefore, and teach all nations” 
(Matthew 28:19 — emphasis 
added). In essence, Jesus is telling us to go into all the world and 
preach the Gospel in His omnipotent power. It is wonderful to 
know that the Lord has not lost any of His power since making 
His resurrection declaration. Thus, Christ is just as powerful 
today as He was when BIMI began in 1960. Consequently, we 
continue to obey His Great Commission, completely counting 
on Christ’s unlimited, eternal power.
Finally, we are counting on Christ to fulfill His promises. 
There are several major promises Christ has made in relation to 
missions. We have been promised His power, which I mentioned 
in the previous paragraph. Christ has also promised His presence. 
In Matthew 28:20, Jesus said, “Lo, I am with you alway, even unto 
the end of the world.” As we fulfill the Great Commission, we do 
so with Jesus by our side. No one goes to the mission field without 
His presence! The Lord has also promised His provision. Jesus 
said we are to go and bring forth fruit and as we do, whatsoever we 
ask of the Father in His name, He will provide (John 15:16). No 
one goes to the mission field without His supply! Additionally, 
Jesus made a promise when He made His victorious proclamation 
in Matthew 16:18, “I will build my church; and the gates of hell 
shall not prevail against it.” Church planting is a major part of 
this victory proclamation. This is not to say that missionaries 
are exempt from difficulties and defeats. On the contrary, Satan 
fights any efforts to win souls and plant churches. However, no 
one goes to the mission field without His victory! Thus, as we 
move forward, we do so confidently counting on Christ to keep 
His promises—because He always does.
As I considered possible themes for 2020, my desire was to 
remember the 60 year history of BIMI and at the same time look 
forward to our future ministry. We were counting on Christ in 
1960 and we are still counting on Christ in 2020. Lord willing, 
the next issue of the BIMI World Magazine will be a special 60th 
anniversary issue. We are counting on Christ for missionary 
personnel, for miraculous power, and for the fulfillment of His 
manifold promises. In short, we are relentlessly relying on Christ 
for everything. We are celebrating 60 years and counting—
Counting on Christ.


